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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF ORAL REPORTING TRADITION IN AFRICA 


Paris LE MOIS EN AFRIQUE in French No 182-183, Feb-Mar 81 pp 95-116 


[Article by Michel Deboste, formerly assistant lecturer at the Institute of Media 
Sciences and Technique (ISTI) in Kinshasa, from 1973 to 1978, assistant lecturer 
at the Third World College of the Paris Anthztopology Institute since 1979: “Radio 
Kankan: "A Parallel Medium, Power of Analysis or Fait Accompli?"™] 


[Text] "There are people like that, who do not work, who are hungry, but whose 
sole pleasure in life is to get up in the morning, find other people and sit down 
by the shops and wait for news, just as one would wait for goods to unpack them and 
see what is inside!" 


We are in Malinke country, in Kankan, Guinea: Kankan, a high place of trade, but 
also of dissent, which seems to have given its name to a kind of rumor, well-known 
in the Third World and particularly in Africa.! It is a phenomenon with multiple 
uses, which becomes sidewalk radio in Central Africa, Radio Medina in Tunisia, 
Radio Baobab in Dakar and Radio Treschville in the Ivory Coast. It is a baffling 
phenomenon, without material proof but not without vitality or foundations, both 

a delight to and need of peoples with an oral reporting tradition. 


There is no need to travel miles or leagues to find, nearly everywhere, in any 
douar or humble district, the peaceful scenes, in the shade of a nganda [house] 
with its thatched roof or on the terrace of a Moorish cafe, where the people are 
seated before a bottle of beer or a cup of mint tea. They are scenes greedily 
evoked by Guinean writer Williams Sassine, but which, for a young Tunisian journa- 
list, Kermaoui, 2 are easily explained among peoples who, seeking the truth, are 
forced to create and give color to information. And while that information some- 
times takes on the dimensions of legend, each time, as Tahar ben Jelloun recently 
emphasized, 3 it “stresses the flaws of contorted information." 


Moreover, this phenomenon also flourishes, in its way, in the countries of the East 
and can still be discerned in the modest villages of Europe or America, less, per- 
haps, in the large Western metropolises, where neighbors do not know one another 
well or at all, where the multiplicity of means of information and dissent take the 
place of this basic need of man for "information that circulates," to use the ex- 
pression of Congolese Michel Batala.4 Nevertheless, it is a fact that this substi- 
tute, overlapping "network" that stands up against the official media is found 
under the cloaks of Muscovites or under the headlines of LE CANARD ENCHAINE. 

Its delights and strength are the gossip a la francaise, the indispensable 
counterbalance to media that are too mechanized and therefore monopolized by 
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governments that easily succumb to temptation. "We are," as Roger Fressoz put it, 
"the king's fools and the republic's keepers,"> a definition that could fit the 
"parallel media” of Africa or the Third World like a glove. 


And yet, one must not push the comparison too far or forget that in Europe in 
particular, rumor has evolved over the centuries and taken on a "different" form, 
this one almost degenerate, more emotive and more cunning, perhaps more destabil- 
izing as well, or at least, more disturbing. It rises from the depths of the 
subconscious, even the Middle Ages, bursting the ever so fragile shell of modern 
societies, however heavily policed, societies always in search of their ethics, 
even their very equilibrium. But in order to truly understand this sidewalk radio 
that travels the streets and roads, one has to go back to what Leopold Sedar 
Senghor calls the "Black African democracy" and to what Williams Sassine refers to 
as “our gift of the word." Nor must one forget the traumatisms of the colonial 
shock and perhaps even the more religious motivations of the African civilizations, 
whether Black, Arab or Berber. 


Antenna and Baobab 


Actually, what we are seeing is a modernized -- or corrupted? -- expression of the 
oral reporting tradition. At a time when the radio antenna seems bent upon uproot- 
ing the mango tree or the baobab, it is the spoken word that asserts itself, an 
authentically African word, even if it sometimes seems to be seeking out its 
channels and truth. At any rate, it is based upon this word that one must try to 
analyze this "rumor" that is sufficiently powerful to be of concern to political 
classes that do not know how to control their secrets and formidably effective, to 
the point that it weighs on national life and thwarts development plans that are 
excessively bold. It is a word that is no longer perceived as such by certain 
government, even opposition, circles, dug in behind the high walls of residences 
that seem more impregnable than the fortified casties of Charles the Bold. Those 
"big cement walls" built between the roads and the makayas," “perhaps in order not 
to make them jealous, perhaps in order not to see them,” as the Libreville L'UNION 
note writer penned with stinging, engaging humor. 


In the ancestral communities, the word made it possible to communicate, to engage 
in exchanges and what is more, to humanize conflicts. As soon as there was a prob- 
lem, the palaver was organized, under the tutelary tree, which permitted a collec- 
tive handling of information and, as Lancine Sylla so correctly said,’ “erected the 
word as a system of jurisdiction and government." Those who spoke were men "with 
at least two wives," as in Senegal, sometimes youths who had acquired a certain 
degree of experience, and even, as in the Sine kingdom dear to President Senghor, 
the representatives of the captives and slaves and more rarely, the women, who 
could play a fairly important role, as among the Ouatchis in southern Togo. This 
might last all day long for days on end. It was generally a question of "emptying 
one's heart," of bearing witness or analyzing an event that might bring the exis- 
tence or equilibrium of society into question. The chief had to hear everythinp, 
even if he had to grimace or grit his teeth because in his turn, he had to speak 

in order to sum up the different remarks. He would then withdraw with his council 
in order to debate and find a solution. This might be, in very serious cases, as 
in the Congo, the sale as a slave or death of the guilty party, who was sometimes 
buried alive, but it could also be, in the case of a complaint, a fine in kind -- 
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goats or chickens -- imposed on both parties, who then, among the Ouatchis, for 
example, had to eat out of the same dish. 


The same was true when a decision had to be made concerning the government of 

the compound, a decision that necessarily had to reflect the views expressed by 
the assessors in the palaver. At a collective listening session organized under 
the aegis of the municipality of Kinshasa, ® a Zairian teacher reported as fol- 
lows: "The chief brought the elders together and presented the problem to them. 
Then he listened. Often, the wise men would say to the chief: ‘The matter is 

too serious; let us think." In the evening, the wise men consulted the inhabitants 
of the village and then went to bed to dream. In the early morning, they would 
tell their dreams to the chief. Today, the political commissioners say to the 
president: ‘You are great and you are wise. You are like a god and you are al- 
ways right. Consequently, when he convokes the Executive Council or the Political 
Bureau, the president has already made his decision. But for form's sake, they 
say on the radio: ‘The Executive Council or the Political Bureau has decided 
that...." Or, if the decision was truly questioned, one learns of the dissolution 
of the organ in question.” 


Such remarks could be heard in most African nations, whether they be in the Maghreb 
or the Southern Sahara. But they are also valid for their virtual or organized 
oppositions. The affair of 22 November 1970 in Guinea is symptomatic in this re- 
gard. Everyone knew that there was going to be a plot and everyone told "who" 
would be apprehended. What is more, most of the arrests took place right in the 
homes of the persons involved, their consciences appar ntly at peace.? Williams 
Sassine comments: "Another type of leader was in the making. They wanted to act 
in the name of the people, but they were in fact cut off from the people." This 
was expressed, in his own way, by Leopold Sedar Senghor when he recently confided 
that “when an upper-level official, a bourgeois, a politician, comes to tell me 

of some rumor, some story, I generally do not believe it because while we have 
qualities, we also have faults, a tendency to make up fables. But when that comes 
from the people, I take it much more seriously. I must say that out of all these 
rumors from the people, two-third of the time, there is something there, it is 
true, for the people, especially the peasants, have their feet firmly planted on 
the yround and do not waste their time on fairy tales." 


Process and Challenge 


But while, as a “structure of conviviality, the palaver tree only symbolizes the 
role of the spontaneous spoken word in traditional cultures," according to the 
hypothesis of Alfred Simon, | the so-called sidewalk radio appears to be more than 
that: The expression of a "popular disposition restoring to the ruling classes 
what it had taken from them in order to appropriate it and transform it," it is 
above all a process and a challenge, taking the form, Sassine says, of a "kind of 
conspiracy.... Like a whispering, diffuse and consistent," precise but impossible 
to locate. 


Initially, it was a process of the colonial administration that would neglect, even 
destroy the traditional structures, replacing them with an organization that was 
more centralized and easier to control, but totally foreign to peoples that used 








this paraliel network as a vector for their aspirations for independence and as a 
weapon to shake off the yoke that denied them and oppressed them. In a solid doc- 
toral thesis, Congolese Michel P ‘talal! explains how the morkes and tam-tams 
gradually fell silent, often reduced, as in the case of Lower Zaire, to the role 
of "mission bells." The fact was that the coded language broadcast by the tradi- 
tional means, from north to south, frightened the representatives of the colonial 
government, whether religious, military or administrative. Instruments of the 
devil for the former, weapons of subversion for the latter, they upset those who, 
in order to translate and interpret them, had to go to their auxiliaries, espe- 
cially because these spoilsports acted as nap spoilers for the wives of the admin- 
istrators. Consequently, as progress would have it, the latter hastened to install 
loudspeakers in the village squares or the market places of the capital in order 
to broadcast the bulletins and admonitions from their officials and their radio. 
Whence, according to Batala, the origin of sidewalk radio, with those knowing or 
guessing the language of the colonizer entrusted with the task, in turn, of trans- 
lating and interpreting what "the radio on the sidewalk said" for their friends 
and relatives. 


"As you can see," said Guinean Deputy Ibrahim Sangoure,12 "Radio Kankan is direct 
communication, a verbal dialog between two or several individuals. That is what 
made the strength of the PDG before our country's independence. We had no means 
or radio then, but sidewalk radio enabled us to broadcast news and watchwords, 
thanks to travelers. ‘So that is what is happening in Conakry, that is what they 
are saying, that is what they have done....* We had nothing, but on the same day 
or the next, Kankan knew of the events in Conakry, in Boke also, and so on. That 
is the interest, one of the strengths of sidewalk radio." It was therefore an 
informal, powerful network that came after the coded transmission of the tavala, 
a kind of trunk that had to be hollowed out before being covered with hide, a 
kind of big bush drum that beat out the news from one village to another. Some- 
times the tavala gave way to the kirindji, also hollowed out, but on which very 
fine blades were positioned and which gave out different sounds. However, they 
also grew silent because of colonization and urbanization, making way for that 
curious phenomenon found in the Maghreb in the form of the Arab telephone. 


Furthermore, it is rather curious to note that the different names used generally 
refer to a modern technical medium (radio, newspaper, station, chain, telephone, 
and so on), which is in turn associated with living realities (sidewalk, tresch- 
ville, baobab, Medina, Kankan, caxito). They are names that partially explain 
the phenomenon. While the baobab evokes the palaver and caxito a famous bar in 
Praia, the so-called Arab telephone recails those Berbers who, from mechtas 
[villages] to douars, from summits to the passes and from the Rif to Kabylie 

and as far as the Kasserine plateaus, transmitted news to one another, their 
hands acting as megaphones, faster than any telephone connection could have done 
at the time. But a Tunisian researcher, Si Slahah, }3 sees in this a religious 
origin with its raison d'etre in the requirements of Islam. In fact, he reminds 
us, the beginning of Ramadan is set by a precise position of the moon which the 
watchmen follow from a douar. When the time seems right, they call their neigh- 
bors, send coursers and messengers and alert mountains and valleys with enough 
speed so that no faithful follower might be guilty of an infraction. This ex- 
planation is perhaps debatable, but it is symptomatic of the sacred value attached 
to the spoken word and therefore, of the information it carries, vital to society 
and to the individual, in daily life as well as in their future and their destiny. 





Revival, Restoration 


But the continued existence, at this end of the 20th century, of such a form of 
communication proves that whether one is speaking about the sidewalk radio or 
telephone, we are witnessing a kind of process of passage to independence, what 
the Zairians quite rightly call a "revival-restoration." Twenty years after the 
liberation struggles, whether peaceful or violent, the new leaders continue, in 
the eyes of their people, to put on the boots of the colonizer and to try to im- 
pose centralized structures, little matter whether they be capitalist, Marxist 

Or socialist. Do they not still hand down justice by virtue of codes or laws set 
forth by the former mother countries, to such a point that a return to traditional 
procedures is indispensable because they are the only ones truly accepted? A 
tendency toward fairly authoritarian centralism is easily explainable for young 
emerging nations that inherited artificial borders determined by the famous Berlin 
Treaty, but it is a tendency that clashes with the community traditions of a number 
of traditional societies in which the spoken word belonged to everyone. 


The mistake lay in believing that the Western media would respond as they were to 
the exigencies of oral communication. One heard talk of kilowatts and program 
hours, Africa's windows were abruptly opened onto the world, people dreamed of the 
most prestigious, modern technology -- "This is the greatest day of my life," Gen- 
eral Mobutu wrote in the golden book of the new compound of the Voice of Zaire 
which he had just officially opened -- but in the dusty side streets of the towns 
and the douars, the response was brutally clear: "It is a dead word," noted a 
young Senegalese writer, Serigne Mbaye Sal1,14 "a faceless wore which, now monopo- 
lized, rapidly intoxicates and leads to lies. The listener also has a voice. To 
fail to recognize this is already a failure in itself...." "In the kabyle assem- 
blies,".Said Boudaoud wrote, l> "everyone is president while he is speaking, but 
since, under the African regimes, the people are immediately excluded for economic 
or political decisions concerning them, they constantly confront the government 
with the fait accompli of information, giving it the information it would like to 
receive from them." 


This mutation of political power therefore explains the vigorous, urgent, even 
impertinent vitality of a means of expression that has always opposed, Dominique 
Soupou correctly observes,/© "the conquest by Europeans and the conservation by 
Africans of the power making it possible to control ancestral societies," especially 
since the institutions that they thereby perpetuate, emptied of their colonial 
content or their industrialized context, are for that very reason unadapted. 

The tireless -- although still futile -- efforts to find a "different" formula -- 
in 15 years under Mobutu, Zaire has experienced seven restructurations of the 
political government -- this endless quest for a proper model of "democracy" would, 
on the contrary, seem to justify such popular "resistance." The "sound archives" 
of these countries are full of warnings against such peddled rumors which are 
often, according to President Sassou Nguesso, for example, "the work of a handful 
of people implanted in the capital who undermine the national unity and whose pur- 
pose is to divert the attention of the working and peasant masses from the current 
objective, to wit, economic recovery."1/ That very day in fact, the Congolese 
chief of state intended to do away with rumors concerning his state of health, 
concerns not at all devoid of interest when one recalls the rumors stirred up in 
Angola by the "death" of President Neto." It is true that his disappearance to 








Moscow did toll the knell of openings initiated as well as of the hopes they had 
aroused. 


Double Face 


The information carried by sidewalk radio does seem to present a double face: on 
the one hand, raw news from the corridors or trenches of power, but also from the 
stadiums and fountains, handled, pared down, worked over until the truth is tasted; 
on the other, a rumor whose source is not known, carrying the secret aspirations 
of the people, who thereby manifest their will to power. The most striking case 
is that of the government shakeup in Algeria following the most recent congress of 
the FLN, as recounted by Said Boudaoud: “"Consciously or unconsciously, I do not 
know by what means, it was decided that such a minister should be removed because 
he was going to be removed.... From that time on, the authorities were forced to 
take it into account. It was a way for the people to say that they did not like 
that minister and that they expected him to be removed from the government, to 
such a point that his case was examined by the higher organs of the party, who 
kept him in his post, contrary to all expectations, as the LE MONDE correspondent 
noted." 


This shows how much these "people, raised to the status of an information system," 
undeniably bother those who, according to Pope John Paul 11,18 confiscate knowledge, 
wealth and power and who, at any rate, have a quite natural tendency to fall back 
on intellectual complacency, to such a point that one may well wonder whether the 
multiparty system -- or the multifaction party -- constitutes the real criterion 

of African democracies, which are prey to constant conflicts between those who 
possess knowledge, desire fortunes and villas and dream of taking power, strengthen- 
ing it or expanding it. In all these debates, the masses have the feeling that 

they are curiously absent, even excluded, while remaining the stakes -- or an 

alibi, the very people who, since the beginning of time, have held the "secret 

of the spoken word," that instinct as vital to a community as drinking and eating 
are to an individual. 


Did the traditional societies have such rather parallel circuits ot information? 

It is difficult to confirm or deny this, first of all, because the concepts of 

radio and sidewalk, for example, have nothing to do with the words and notions of 
the African languages, even of our days. Second, the African political regimes have 
varied from one people to another, even if based on tangibly identical basic prin- 
ciples. Nor do diversions of power have recent origins. Quite simply, this 
phenomenon had no name because it existed in and of itself and expressed the under- 
lying nature of peoples with a spoken tradition. It was not at all institution- 
alized, but fit quite naturally into the palaver, of which it was one of the 
constituent elements. 


For example, if one looks at the organization of the ancient Berber societies, 

it was on tie whole the marabouts, village assemblies and fountains that held 
power, mainly that of circulating information. In every Kabyle assembly, inasmuch 
as not every village had running water, people went to bring it from the fountain 
twice a day. Men were not admitted, which meant that the fountains were a kind 

of gathering place for the women and it was among them that information was trans- 
mitted. On the other hand, it was in the assembly that all decisions concerning 
the life of the tribe were made, decisions that were the province of only the men, 
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who deliberated upon them each weék, upon their return from the market. However, 
these decisions would be “opposed" by those made by the women at the fountain. 
This is how a kind of consensus would be arrived at and how information that was 
not solely political would circulate. It might also concern the sickness of an 
individual or the poor harvest of another, and the marabout only intervened on a 
more religious level at the time of the Friday prayers. This was an essential 
level, it is true. These decisions, this information from the tribe, would then 
be learned at the other douars through the traveling peddlers, who acted as a 
veritable journalist. But at the same time, the information traveled through 

the markets, in the valleys, wherever all the mountain people m’ght go. The eco- 
nomy was based on bartering in the old days and the market place was the privi- 
leged place of trade, in the commercial as well as information domain, and this 
trade then traveled through all the tribes. 


Even today, in the Kabyle mountains, such a system is perpetuated and propagated, 
from relative to relative, information from the back country, in constant conflict 
with that from the central government. In various forms, one finds this same 
opposition in Black Africa, which caused Tevoedjere to say, in "Poverty: Wealth 
ot the Peoples": "The day when the ministers’ wives no longer go to the market 
themselves is the day when they cut themselves, and their husbands, off from a 
source of information that I believe to be essential in our societies."19 It is 
perhaps for that reason that some Zairian ministers have authorization to pay 
frequent visits to the ngandas of the compound, just another way of getting in on 
the rumors from the city. 


Truth and Liberties 


Nor must one forget that in the traditional society, transmitting information con- 
stituted a very heavy responsibility. Taken at his word, the witch doctor or 
messenger naturally had the right to enliven, but not to lie, even by omission. 

The greater the distance traveled by the messenger, the greater his credibility, 
because there were fewer distortions. Liberties were not taken with truth easily 
or, above all, with impunity. In fact, the palaver, from which the attitude to be 
adopted in the face of events -- and elements -- was nourished by a thousand 
"readings" of the environment. They might concern the tiny secrets of the living 
compound and the more serious and formidable secrets of the "sacred wood," reserved 
for initiates: the murmurs of the forest and the nervousness of animals, the 
lullaby of the river and the sky's rumbling, the coded messages of the tom-tom and . 
the more voluble ones of the traveler, sometimes concealing the key word in a magi- 
cal or fantastic fable that the recipient knew how to decipher. But distorting 

the truth was a veritable crime, a little as if, in a blood analysis in a labora- 
tory, one reversed a few figures, even by accident, thereby diverting the doctor's 
diagnosis to a completely different path and perhaps irrevocably harming the 
patient's state of health. 


by being unaware of or failing to respect this fundamental rule, the official media, 
and through them, the government behind them, have compromised their credibility 

and made that "leap into the unknown," which the "march toward development" is 
pompously called, even more suspect. By taking liberties with the truth, they have 
further increased that gap and imbalance increasingly deplored on this continent. 








They have nourished a restlessness with pernicious effects. This does not in any 
way mean that radio or television must not hide anything, while traditional socie- 
ties instituted the "blood pact" in order to protect their secrets. Moreover, as 
one young Zairian mother said, "a home without secrets is a home doomed to disap- 
pear, but once the sidewalk radio has spoken, our leaders must tell us the truth 
in order not to plunge us into anguish, "20 Or rejection, sometimes manifested 
with violence, as in Kabylia or tragically, as in Liberia. 


The fact is that if the modern media are too frequently silent, reticent or de- 
ceptive, the government, now desacralized despite its pathetic quest for legitimacy, 
becomes transparent against its will, at least in most cases, out of imprudence 

or the vanity of those who hold or approach power -- the person who "knows" is 
assumed to hold a bit of power -- but rather, out of a concern for warning or 
protecting those close. And this occurs in "a nation that does not yet exist," 

as one Togolese researcher admits, 21 a nation whose "leader does not himself 
believe in the efficacy of his decisions," as one Zairian newsman lamented. The 
president may in turn, like his opposition, be tempted to use such a circuit, 

even to manipulate it, for propaganda purposes, naturally, but especially by virtue 
of an old ancestral chief reflex: sounding the people before making a serious 
decision. There is no need, for such a purpose, tv resort to Western institutes 

or their computers: The panels are too shifting, the environments too fluctuating, 
and one can, in the final analysis, make a poll say anything, provided that one 
poses the right question and chooses the right readout. One then starts a report, 
listens to the rumors and sees what it is good or not good to do. "You know, in 
our country,” President Senghor said, "we have received a European organization, 
but we want to adapt it to the community virtues of the Black African society. 

That is why, because of my post, I must be listening to the people, but I always 
verify rumors and news. And I tell you, part of the time, they are true...." 


Sidewalk radio cannot, in fact, be conceived of without the application of real 
power of analysis which, like the palaver, brings together all the elements of the 
knowledge of the individual and society. But it is a bastard society, since the 
city only rarely has available the wisdom of the old people -- whence, perhaps, the 
growing influence of prophets and witch doctors -- and the villages have lost the 
young people "who have gone off to school to study," which could perhaps enable 
them to evaluate the new facts about the world and modern times. "That Watergate," 
one old Senegalese peasant woman said, "someone ought to make him understand that 
he is annoying the President."22 But this power of analysis must also include, 
insofar as possible, the ancestral knowledge and that profound belief in the "lan- 
guage of dreams."" We quote Munsoko wa Bombe, a Zairian journalist who has written 
a well-documented study on communication in Africa:2 


"...1 can still see my village, not far from Mbandaka, in the Equator region. The 
women were either in the fields or at the market or even the spring getting water. 
They told stories and in the evening, my mother would say to my father: ‘Listen, 
I heard this today, they were saying such-and-such,' and my father would have to 
pay attention, for he had what they call ‘clairvoyance.’ It sometimes happened 
that based on the information he received, either from the women -- for he had two 
wives -- or from my brothers, or from a stranger who might bring news from some- 
where else, he would bring the village together to say: ‘This is what is happen- 


ing." He would say that after comparing the information he received with what he 





saw in the night.... That is why my mother never had the right to go out at night, 
even when I was small and was thirsty. My father and only my father would take 
care of it...." 


Fetishes and Modernity 


One cannot conceal these age-old beliefs when one approaches the future of Africa, 
the effectiveness of programs or development projects, especially when it is a 
matter of communication. "I still believe in them and even more and more," a Togo- 
lese armed with diplomas and Christian faith recently confessed. And indeed, how 
can one not believe in them when one digs under the goalposts, as in the case of 

a Zambia-Zaire match, in order to be sure that fetishes are not buried there, 

when a chief of state consults his witch doctors before making a decision, when 
another questions marabouts and a third makes the compound warriors one of his 
principal sources of information? How can one not understand that the Western 
techniques are not yet "transferable," but rather, plastered on, even imposed, for 
reasons that are not always -- or even rarely -- innocent and unselfish? How can 
one fail to ask such questions when it was necessary to call on a witch doctor to 
calm the anger of the ancestors, the alleged cause of the death of several Voice 

of Zaire employees in Matadi? The new radio station had been built, either care- 
lessly or unconsciously, on the site of an old, although abandoned, cemetery. The 
station is still silent today. 24 Naturally, chis is pushing the disturbing effect 
of the modern media, whose contribution is far from negative, to the extreme. 

Radio has in fact widened the field of knowledge considerably. Thanks to it, the 
mother who grinds her millet or manioc in the most humble bush or forest village 
knows what is happening in the capital and even farther away, in Paris or Brussels, 
where her grandson is studying to become "what he is to be,” provided, naturally, 
that the transmitters are working and that one can buy transistor batteries, which 
is not always the case. And yet, one thing is sure: The radio fascinates as well 
as intimidates, opens up fantastic prospects, instantly links the bush peasant with 
the city worker. But it also connects them with a poorly understood universe be- 
cause it is so often poorly expressed: There is a gap between the language used 

on the radio and the language of the people, between the knowledge underlying radio 
broadcasts and the "rustic knowledge" of the people, for while the people do com- 
ment upon the "news from the radio" in the rural communities or urban districts, 
they very quickly come to the limits of their own knowledge, the exigencies of 
their own culture, the obstacle of their own language. As one retired man in Kin- 
shasa said: "I do not trust French; I only understand Lingala well.... But when 

I listen to the news in Lingala and then they tell me what was said in French, I 
can't believe either because there are so many differences. I then blame it all 

on the sidewalk cadio...."29 © 


Having said this much, one must not be deceived about the importance of the media 

in Africa, even if the local or national radio stations are heard by "90 percent 

of the population" -- at least in the big cities -- and even if the foreign stations 
have audiences that might range from "30 to 60 percent" faithful listeners, espe- 
cially among the young and the elite, who are quite patient about leapfrogging 

back and forth between the different stations. And even if, according to the 
MacBride Commission, * the number of receivers has increased seven times in 15 
years, reaching 30 million. This makes scarcely 2 percent of world distribution 





for a population that alone makes up 10 percent of that of the globe. In short, 
the growth in means of communication is lower than the population growth! 


This demonstrates the vast importance of the parallel information networks and 

the great responsibility of these interpreters, humble leaders of opinion, who 
repeat and explain what they heard through their own distorting prism! If they 
are not totally up on modern facts (for example, the deterioration in the terms 

ot trade) or if the journalist has done a poor job in spreading information -- 
which is unfortunately too frequently the case! -- a whole village or district may 
have a false idea of the real situation, especially if, in addition, the "reporter' 
belongs to an irredentist, insubordinate or quite simply neglected, ethnic group. 
Whence the fears expressed in high places -- sometimes justified, often exagger- 
ated and with good reason: Sidewalk radio has instinctively taken its precautions! 


Fait AccompLi 


How does it actually happen? What is striking is not so much the information or 

the rumor spread as the context in which it is spread: the strange feeling that 
something, some event, is happening or about to happen, that some decision is 

being made or about to be made. It is a kind of waiting, a sixth sense, a muted 
determination, firm and diffuse, "a kind of conspiracy," Sassine writes, "to con- 
front the government with the fait accompli of the information," Boudaoud continues. 
This is so even before the vague but already consistent "rumor" has taken on enough 
shape to become "news" -- or a watchword -- whispered from person to person. The 
author of "Le Jeune Homme de Sable," a poet of the Sahel and of the conflict with 
the "father," has perhaps described this phenomenon best: 


"In general, there is no one in particular who t lls you: ‘Well, it happened like 
that and here is the proof." No! You have the impression that he is whispering it 
to you and because it is like a whispering, you feel concerned, responsible, all 
the more because you will hear that same whispering elsewhere. That is what may 
bother the Westerner, because there is no material proof and you cannot localize 
it. And that is precisely what makes its strength, because under our regimes, 

they do not like troublemakers much, that is, people who bathe in this kind of 
conspiracy...." This is so true that at the time of his recent reelection, Presi- 
dent Rene of the Seychelles included as point 4 in his program "making it impossible 
for spreaders of rumors to do damage." These individuals are the object of prever- 
tive action on the part of regimes with ideologies as differert as those of Zaire 
or Angola! 


This urgent need for truth, but also for participation in the making of decisions 
means that sidewalk radio or Radio Kankan -- whatever one wants to call it -- ap- 
pears to be a power of information and a challenge that controls all secrets, those 
of the leaders and those of their adversaries, using them as a shield or alarm. 

And when the authorities -- or the "opponents" -- no longer hear or refuse to be- 
lieve what they hear, they fall or go to prison, are sometimes even executed. Thus 
exited William Tobert, who was nevertheless warned by Sekou Toure, 2/7 who constantly 
pays attention to the people's rumors -- and knows how to decipher them. As for 
Colonel Haidallah, he preferred to cancel his trip to Lagos at the last minute 

for the OAU summit conference, even though the engines of his DC-8 were already 
running. 








For months in 1972, sidewalk radio stood up to President Ngouabi, forcing the Voice 
of the Revolution to admit -- finally! -- that the vice president, who had left 

to represent his country at Nkrumah's funeral in Conakry, had in fact chosen free- 
dom, going into exile.29 On the other hand, the same sidewalk radio "blocked" a 
decision, however justified, which the government had made in order to rid Kinshasa 
of parasites and the unemployed. How, it asked, could one send away these “inactive 
persons" when in their villages, nothing had been planned to take care of them? 

Is the government thus taking care of my little brother? This measure, salutary 
but awkward, had violated the sacrosanct African solidarity. There was also 
blockage, but in Togo this time, of a decree providing for an intensification of 
cotton growing -- a source of foreign exchange -- in the southern region of the 
country. In the name of a reliable source of food, the Ouatchi peasants went 
against this decision of the fa, recommending instead an increase in bean crops 

for 5 years, for this is the basic food staple, 30 In Gabon, the elimination of 
the vice president was halted. He was a member of the Fang ethnic group, which 

has a majority. The post was indeed done away with, but its holder became prime 
minister and remains so.2! Do General Diane and: Major Sangare owe their freedom 

to the insistent rumor of their arrest, a rumor sufficiently strong to be taken 

up by LE MONDE? 


Mouth-—to-—Mouth 


Technically speaking, sidewalk radio is the "mouth-to-ear" method or, more precisely, 
to use a Bantu expression not lacking in flavor and symbolism, the "mouth-to-mouth" 
method -- does the spoken word not mean dialog? -- that spreads and grows stronger 

in concentric circles, "like a pebble thrown in the water," blending with others 

and crossing land and sea before arriving in Paris, before the official media of 
France and Zaire, to announce the invasions of the Shaba or the “return” to the 
government of two individuals formerly banned: Nguza Karl i Bond and Cleophas 
Kamitatu. One may rightfully wonder whether, under Shaba I, the former minister 

of foreign affairs was not at least partially the victim of sidewalk radio! 


"It is a bizarre phenomenon," admits one Ivorian student, 24 "but I believe that it 
comes from the government. It is those who are in. the lower posts of government 
who transmit this information by radio-treschville and who spread these rumors," 
in fact, all those whoare anywhere near decision-making centers: the makayas in 
Gabon and the Kodios in Togo, the president's cook or valet rather than his prime 
minister or chief of protocol, the militiaman or adjutant rather than the chief 

of security or chief of staff. But it is also the latter: the ministers or 

"big shots" who, once out of the meeting of the Executive Council or board of 
directors, return to their "second office” -- the Zairian name for the second 

wife -— telling her of the latest decisions made or being prepared (this was, for 
example, the case of a member, now removed, of the Supreme Military Council of 
Mauritania). Or he may quite simply go to his stenographer or private secretary. 
In Guinea, they are trying, with some success, to get back to the source. "Who 
told you that? From whom do you have that?" And yet, Radio Kankan still functions, 
less powerful, it is true, but still effective. 


At any rate, it is not for nothing that the foreign radios are "questioned" for 
hours from north to south on the continent, by the lucky owners of short-wave 
radios, for they are precious sources of information -- and of crosschecking and 











authentication -- for those assailed, in the bus or on the sidewalk, at the Moorish 
cafe or in the factories, by the rumors of sidewalk radio. But these foreign 
voices are not necessarily those from the West or the Eastern countries. In West 
Africa, Guinea or the Ivory Coast in particular, Radio Lome is more listened to 
than Radio France International and in Kinshasa, Brazzaville and Luanda win out 
over the Voice of America. People want to know and understand Africa and the 
world, but especially what is happening in their own countries. The power of anal- 
ysis is to perfection because the radio bulletins are compared with one 
another.22 At the time of the Gafsa attack in Tunisia, Libyan broadcasts were 
compared with those from France-Inter! Furthermore, depending on the speed with 
which official radio reacts, sidewalk radio will flourish or perish because, as 

one young mother in Kinshasa says, "we wait for the final word from the Voice of 
Zaire," provided, however, that it is convincing. "Why do we not see any Cubans 

on television," one young student asked, "when we know that they were in Shaba with 
the others? And we know it is true; my cousin saw them and wrote to me about 
it."34 Is this guilty silence? Above all, it is dangerous, as we saw at the time 
of the first attack in Shaba when the traditional circuits were literally and de- 
liberately poisoned, by foreign agents, mainly Belgian and American.22 On the other 
hand, a kind of liberalism at the time of the second aggression brought sidewalk 
radio back to its proper proportions. 


Slow Metamorphosis 


When sidewalk radio starts, it does not stop; it is the source that is difficult to 
define. "In fact,'’ Sassine writes, "it just comes to you, like that. You do not 
get news directly, as you do in the West, by the radio or the newspapers. There 

is first of all a kind of climate that is created. Now then, that is instinct. 

You yourself feel that there is something there. You hear a part of a sentence, 
not addressed to you, but you hear it anyway. Then it is completed for you some- 
where else, later, by a cousin or friend who comes to see you or whom you meet. 

You spread it yourself instinctively, until someone else tells you: ‘Yes, but what 
about this?" You stop because it is blocked. You try to transmit it again and 

you run into contradictions again. Then you stop for good and pass on the contra- 
dictions...." 


Nevertheless, even if confirmed, the rumor is no longer completely the same at 

the end as when it started out, if it truly stops. Munsoko wa Bombe explains this 
slow metamorphosis well: "Urbanization has made the cities larger. A man living 
in Ndjili and who wants to tell his brother-in-law in Ngaliema (zones of Kinshasa) 
has to travel dozens of kilometers. He therefore entrusts his information to a 
friend going in that direction. With the aid of the traffic, the friend in question 
takes the bus and meets other people, picks up more information and rumors related 
to the first. He changes buses two or three times and each time, must wait a long 
time for the next. His information therefore undergoes additions and subtractions, 
certain elements are verified and confirmed, while others are distorted or disap- 
pear. Finally, it is a kind of synthesis that reaches the brother-in-law in 
Ngaliema. "That friend will therefore have done the same work as a journalist in 
possession of dispatches from several agencies concerning the same event, with 
the same risks and uncertainties but sometimes better sources, without mentioning 
the thousand possible exchanges between the "sand" and the "pavement," as they say 
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in Luanda -- that is, between the villages and the mucegues (low-income districts) 
and the administrative city (with the paved arteries). 


Thus, initially transmitted almost under the cloak, the uncertain whispering is 
passed from mouth to mouth, chewed over, turned over every possible way, as chewing 
gum would be, until it takes on consistency and, depending on the place, circum- 
stances and events, a little more salt or sugar! But always, as it is carried, 
it undergoes the test of truth, authentication, while picking up the collective 
imagination, gradually becoming a hard core, standing up to all contradictions or 
forcing the government to consider it. It will be different depending 

on whether it circulates among the Soussous of Guinea, who are fairly supportive 
of the regime, or among the Malinke, who are more critical. In most cases, there 
is interpersonal authentication, but it can, as in Kankan, take on the form of a 
palaver. 


",...We have to admit," Williams Sassine colorfully admits, “that we, the Malinke, 
have business in our blood and we have the gift of the spoken word. Since we are 
small, we are taught to speak, to argue, to use the adversary's arguments and 
everything.... We like to comment on events. There are lots of families that have 
nothing to eat, but in the morning, they have to go out and get together, in order 
to have a palaver. We are born with that. When information arrives, we send it 
on, we discuss it, debate it, because we do not place too much trust in our African 
radio stations. Our only pleasure...is to wait for information, to unpack it, 
weigh it, ‘retail’ it to others, with our label. The littlest bit of information 
can be commented upon for hours, to such a point that sometimes, the authorities 
hear about it. That is why the conspiracies are discovered in Guinea! Before, in 
the villages, people scrutinized the information, received the false or bad news 
with humor, in order to destroy it. The good news -- those challenging the govern- 
ment -—- were spread. But today, in the big cities, there are no more councils of 
elders to do that work. The news goes to Kankan because they trust our reliability 
and our power of analysis. As I told you, we have the gift of the spoken word. 
That is what is difficult to understand for a Westerner. With the Westernization 
of our societies, the African governments have taken to information in order to 
carve out roles as tutelary gods or new witch doctors, functions they devaluate 
because instead of sticking out their hands, our witch doctors pressed the skies 
until they gave rain...." 


Waves 


Does this mean that only political information is carried by Radio Kankan or side- 
walk radio? No! During the colonial period, for example, in Conakry, rumors had 
it that on a given day and at a given hour, the Lebanese owner of a movie theater 
would be murdered by the husband of his mistress. Only he refused to believe it 
and he did indeed die in that way, precisely on the day given. The rumor had gone 
beyond the confines of the native compound to reach the Lebanese man's family 

in order to warn him because he was a good man and the Africans like him.36 This 
is where one perceives the second dimension of the phenomenon, which is particu- 
larly noticeable among the Kabylia Berbers. First of all, the information is re- 
ceived and carried as such, dressed up but authenticated. Then it takes off, in 
the form of a counterrumor if it has turned out to be false or, if it seems to be 
true or likely, as a counterwave bearing the beliefs, knowledge, anguish and 
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aspirations of those who received it and integrated it into their behavior and 
opinions. A single piece of information, equally true or given as such, the 
counterwaves will then express the different sensitivities of the ethnic groups 
or socioprofessional strata of the population, in terms of the underlying signi- 
ficance granted to them by individuals, of the risks or chances resulting there- 
from to the harmony and security of the people, the clan, the family. These 
counterwaves may also take the form of a symbolic rumor, as in the case of the 
consultation of the fa in southern Togo, or become disproportionately inflated 
to the point of frightening the authorities in their marble palaces or forcing 
them to deliberate on the matter. It would even appear that in this case -- the 
example of Kabylia is symptomatic in this respect -=- the veracity of lack of 
veracity of the information is not so important from the time it encounters the 
anguish or despair of part of the population. 


At any rate, these counterwaves will always be perceived as a warning, a petition, 
a challenge. They will never truly defy the government, which will prefer to 

go back on a decision, defer the clarification of another or sometimes tell the 
truth, against its wishes. It was President Senghor who instructed his minister 
of finance and economy to explain in Ouolof, to the caliphs, the reasons for un- 
popular measures, It was Sekou Toure who tried to divert or retrieve these rumors 
through his local revolutionary governments. It was Algeria and Mauritania that 
made modifications and changed the schedule of their programs for the forced 
Arabization of the non-Arab classes of their countries. In the final analysis, 

it is a subtle form of dialog that is instituted and imposed, willingly or not. 
But always, at the conclusion of a silent struggle, a balance is created, at least 
for a time. 


It could be this very complex interplay of true news and often emotional, sometimes 
irrational, counterwaves that troubles the Western -- or Westernized -- observer, 
making him doubt the real value of the rumors he hears, so numerous are the cir- 
cuits used by a type of information that is scarcely linear at the outset. This 
is especially true since some of the circuits are limited t+ a very precise ethnic 
or geographic framework and in addition, their nature may change depending on 
whether one is in the city or the bush, to such an extent that President Senghor 
states: "I do not feel that I am truly myself unless I am in a rural community, 
when I hear the people...." Another factor that may well lead the researcher 
astray is that the only news that passes through the entire national territory 

and crosses borders is that whose importance is great enough to prevent it from 
being blocked at any stage. Naturally, this news has a political, social and 
economic dimension. Its relationship to acts of government is obvious. The 
government is challenged with vigor and humor. 


To stop at that is to fail to realize that parallel information concerns all as- 
pects of the life of the individual and the society to which he belongs. It may 
be a rail accident that caused the death of dozens of persons: the fula-fula 
that turned over, decapitating part of the passengers because its driver was 
racing with an OCTZ [expansion unknown] bus; the drought that threatens manioc 
fields in Lower Zaire or the premature baby that did not survive because of an 
incubator breakdown. But it may also be the future return of Ben Yayia or the 
likely transfer of Tounsi from the Tunisian. Or yet, Temine, the symbol of North 
African soccer, who manages to capture the attention of the entire population 








and is worth 60 million, according to some, 500 million according to others. 
"Sports are important in our countries," Said Boudaoud says, "because they are part 
of our social life. The stadium is in the old social standards. It is a gathering 
place where information travels while the people attend an event and, to a certain 
extent, participate in it. It plays nearly the same role as the cafe. At the 
cafe, people play dominoes while drinking tea and exchanging information. It is 
therefore very important as the place where this takes place. The transfer of 

a player would be considered as information of enormous interest to a certain 
group of people. Naturally, it is not important enough to concern families, but 
among young people, it might be. Here also, information circulates. There is 
information that affects one category of people more than others and this would 

be true even of a ministerial shakeup. In all the villages, for example, the 
people decide that a given player should not have a certain position and say so. 

I do not know how much influence this has on club decisions, which are cardinal, 
or on those of the trainer, who is trained in the Western school -- for after 

all, soccer comes to us from elsewhere. But information -- al-akhbars -- has 
influence; that is certain. Quite often, we know things. before the newspapers, 

at least in Algeria. And we believe in it because where there is smoke, there 

is fire. In Tizi-Ouzou, at any rate, we know before the newspapers who will play 
or not play and why. The problem is to know whether it is a leak or confinement 
of decisions by societies that structurally want to retain supervision and influ- 
ence over everything concerning their existence." 


Parallel Medium 


What attitude should be taken toward such a phenomenon? Fight it? That would be 
futile. Despite all their efforts and speeches, the African leaders have not been 
able to silence the sidewalk radio or truly limit its audience, a veritable paral- 
lel medium that knows how to speak and stand up to them, if necessary, well- 
protected behind the uncertainty about the very origin of the source, even if it 
is known that such and such a minister talks too much or if a certain cousin is 
"in a good post." 


Is it to be channeled? There have been experiments with varying degrees of success: 
the radio clubs in Niger, that have made it possible to reach peasants and espe- 
cially the PRL [Local Revolutionary Authorities] in Guinea; village or district 
committees whose meetings are supposed to allow total freedom of language but which, 
scorned by the masses, tend to beat around the bush and feed on old wive's tales. 

An attempt is made to "break" a given rumor, deemed harmful to the regime, or to 
retrieve counterwaves in order to correct them at the people's assemblies. At 

these meetings, one Guinean deputy admits, the eternal malcontents that are not for 
progress, those reactionaries who oppose the evolution of the country and its devel- 
opment, are finally unmasked. Moreover, for Ibrahim Sangoure, "as soon as the 

rumor is false, the authorities immediately assume their responsibilities and take 
advantage of a general assembly or meeting to correct it. But sotmtimes, even with- 
out any intervention by authorities, it sometimes happens that the rumor dies by 
itself. Nevertheless, it is good that they set up a rampart. "And yet, despite 

a relentless chase, justified by some success, for the "spreaders of false news,’ 
Radio Kankan continues on its way, now relayed by the Peuhls, slower and more dis- 
creet. Although the information is now checked, it is undeniably still passed 

and seems to have forced the Guinean Government to free General Diane, who has 








indeed been seen in the streets of Conakry and who is once again playing an impor- 
tant role in the country's political life. That also has been learned. 


More effective seem to be the educational radio or rural radio experiments, at 
least as they are conducted in Senegal and Tanzania. "People too frequently forget 
to say," President Senghor says, "that the ONCAD [National Office of Cooperation 
and Assistance for Development] scandals were first of all reported by the Office 
of General Inspector of the Office of President of the Republic. Now then, it was 
mainly because of the people's reactions, of that rural radio, that the supervisory 
organs were alerted." But it would appear that the best way to short-circuit 
sidewalk radio, to at least attenuate its harmful impact, would be to give more — 
freedom to journalists who are better trained, more competent and therefore, more 
responsible. Furthermore, they must go to the people and not to their leaders or 
elite. And they must have the feeling of belonging to an autonomous profession 
with its laws and ethics rather than to a civil service that encompasses then, 
paralyzes them and finally, destroys their motivation. 


Having said this much, even this type of revolution would be but a palliative 
measure. "It is time," according to one Zairian diplomat who is a well-known aca- 
demician and close to the chief of state, "that we propose a new type of research 
into communication. Finally, it is urgent to be innovative and not to rely on 
Western-type classifications or themes. We must question the sacrosanct notions 
‘of imperialism of the international media’ and ‘information monopolized" by a 
party or government." In short, we must return to the sources of tradition, but 
also of current realities, without prejudice or preconceived notions. It is neces- 
sary to establish, based on a new, critical analysis, a new synthesis integrating 
the palaver and the microprocessor. In other words, one must finally (!) give 
consideration to the specificity of communication in the countries of Africa and 
the Third World, cease making universal notions an alibi that is too convenient 
and in the end, explosive. 


Whatever the case, this phenomenon of sidewalk radio or Radio Kankan deserves more 
than a derisory label. On a continent still in search of itself and involved in 
nearly insoluble dramas, it is perhaps time to pay more heed to the people, if only 
to detect misunderstandings or anger, factors of disorder, factors of stagnation, 
even regression, as well, for having failed to bring these peoples into the draft- 
ing of plans that are too ambitious, more responsive to the interests of wealthy 
countries than to the aspirations of the working masses. It would be dangerous to 
prefer foreign experts or technocrats -- even native -- to them, or worse, the 
closed circle of the president's advisers. This is perhaps the key to the develop- 
ment which, 20 years after independence, has still not come. Silence sidewalk 
radio? "You could not think of it!" a young Haitian recently exclaimed, for “it 

is we who transmit life through that network!" 


FOOTNOTES 


1. This version of Williams Sassine, reported in an interview with the author 
during one of his stays in Paris, is questioned right in Quinea, particularly 
in official circles, where "Cancans" is preferred. Moreover, it would appear 

written with this spelling, is from 


that the expression "Radio Cancans," 








President Senghor, who attached no pejorative meaning to it. Like his Guinean 
colleague, the former Senegalese chief of state has always attributed great 
importance to public rumors, as he told the author during a meeting granted 
him in his Parisian apartment in August 1980. Nevertheless, we have retained 
the spelling "Kankan" in order to make a greater distinction between these 
"rumors" from the CANARD ENCHAINE-type “French gossip" [cancans], and because 
this name symbolizes quite well the African-type treatment of information. 


In the November 1980 issue of LES NOUVELLES, concerning a poll taken in the 
streets of Tunis concerning popular reactions to speeches by Prime Minister 
Mohamed Mzali and which was the subject of a long meeting with the author. 


In LE MONDE-DIMANCHE, 2 December 1979. 


In LIBERATION, April 1980, a series of interviews by J.-M. Godin, with Michel 
Batala on sidewalk radio. 


Interviewed by Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber on Antenna 2. 


In L'UNION of Libreville, No 72, 25 March 1976, reprinted in “Pour Moi Quoi... 
Makaya," a collection of notes published by Editaf in 1980 with the assistance 
of the African Press Institute in Ouagadougou. 


In "The Parallel Power of African Initiatory Societies -- Democracy of the 
Palaver Tree and Sacred Wood," a report at the colloquium on sacredness organ- 
ized in April 1980 by the Laboratory of Legal Anthropology of the University 
of Paris, "antheon-Sorbonne. 


These Collective Listening Groups (GEC) functioned in Zaire from December 

1977 to August 1978, sponsored by the municipality of Kinshasa and financed 

by the Office of President of the Republic, under the aegis of the Mass Commun- 
ications Studies Center (CECOMAS), a research group of the Institute of Media 
Sciences and Technique (ISTI). They gathered relatively representative samp- 
lings from the population over a given area (including foreigners), who 
palavered in complete freedom on ‘fficial broadcasts and speeches, thereby 
making a pragmatic approach of the Kinshasa public possible, concerning not 
only their concerns, reactions and motivations, but also the evolution of the 
latter. The GEC were called at rather regular intervals, using panels that 
were substantially the same over the sessions, despite the extreme fluctuation . 
in the population. 


President Sekou Toure's version is slightly different. According to the Guin- 
ean chief of state during a no-holds-barred discussion with a delegation from 
the French-Guinean Friendship Society on 20 November 1980, the "guilty parties" 
were truly "revealed" during directly broadcast people's trials, immediately 
and "spontaneously" arrested by party-government militiamen, even when they 
were intimate friends of the president himself, who, he claims, ignored every- 
thing until the very end. Nevertheless, the "victims" of the purges never 
tried to protect themselves, so confident were they of their incognito...or 
impunity. 
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10. 


ll. 


12. 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16. 


i7. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


In "The Palaver Tree," ESPRIT, No 9, September 1980. 


In “Communication Among the People in the Republic of the Congo - Sidewalk 
Radio," third cycle thesis presented in April 1980 before the Paris II jury. 


Interview with the author in June 1980. 


Investigator from the Nativ..] Statistics Institute of Tunis, during an 
interview with the author, October 1980. 


In “Parallel Information or Kankan Radio," unpublished note, 1980. 
Kabyle militant, in an interview with the author, October 1980. 


In "Sidewalk Radio: A Medium That Defies the Government," in AFRIQUE, 
No 37, 1980. 


Speech delivered in public in Brazzaville in June 1980 and reported by AFP, 
BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN, No 10226 of 23 July 1980. 


Speech by Pope John Paul II to UNESCO, May 1980. 
In "Pauvrete, Richesse des Peuples," p 117, Les Editions Ouvrieres, 1978. 


In "Synthetized Notes on Collective Listening Groups," unpublished by the 
author, written in November 1978. 


John Dovi Madjri, author of a thesis on the rural press in Mali, Togo and 
Tanzania, in an interview with the author, April 1980. 


Confidential remarks gathered by Moustapha Niasse, then director of informa- 
tion and now Senegalese minister of foreign affairs, and reported in an inter- 
view with the author. 

"Radio and Development in Africa: The Cases of Niger, Senegal and Tanzania," 
thesis of third cycle in information sciences, defended in December 1980 
before the Paris II jury (president, F. Balle). 

Interviews with Duma di Bula, Zairian journalist, May 1980. 

December 1977 session of the Ngiri-Ngiri Collective Listening Group. 


Final report of the UNESCO International Commission on Communication. Text 
submitted to the Belgrade conference, November 1980. 


According to Williams Sassine and JEUNE AFRIQUE. 
[omitted] 


Quoted by Batala in his thesis on sidewalk radio. 
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30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34, 


35. 


36. 


37. 


According to John Dovi Madjri, 
According to Williams Sassine, interview already quoted. 


At the Seminar on Communication organizaed by the Third World College in 
April 1980, at the Paris Institute of Anthropology. 


Account of Si Slahah, Tunisian researcher already quoted. 
June 1978 meeting of the Matete (Kinshasa) Collective Listening Group. 


The AFP correspondent in Kinshasa was the first victim of this systematic 
peisoning that even penetrated the corridors of the embassies, including that 
of France, although it was well informed. The height of this mind poisoning 
came with the announcement, by a small private transmitter belonging to a 
foreign company, of the taking of Kolwezi by rebel troops, called former 
Katangan gendarmes. This broadcast was picked up by a Customs radio where 
technical assistants were working and was therefore practically authenticated. 
The rumor seemed so credible that it asserted itself despite contradictions 
and the visit to Kolwezi of the AFP correspondent. The “corridor rumors" were 
emphatic on the subject. In order for this insistent rumor to die down, the 
incriminated French journalist had to agree to make his self-criticism before 
the television cameras. Since doubt persisted, President Mobutu had to go 
there himself, with the Zairian and international press, at the controls of 
his own C130. 


According to Williams Sassine, who had the report from his mother. 


This accident actually happened in 1977 in Kinshasa, not far from the Limete 
intersection and was the subject of several articles in the morning daily 
SALONGO. Such a "race to the death" frequently pits the Jrivers of buses and 
fula-fulas, trucks summarily fixed up as passenger transport vehicles, an 
arrangement launched over 30 years ago by a shrewd and unscrupulous Greek 
merchant who, when he retired, received a whole page of the SALONGO, so much 
did he profit from the transport difficulties in Kinshasa, a veritable mush- 
room capital, transforming the fruitful exploitation of the public into a 
popular institution. But the profitability of the system is essentially 
based on the frequency of the trips and the "flexibility" of the circuits, 
meaning that the drivers, in order. to go faster, engage in frantic races, 

not hesitating to "burn" a few stops, if need be, and depositing their cus- 
tomers a few kilometers away from their destination. It should not be at all 
surprising, therefore, that these fula-fulas would be incorporated into the 
people's chronicles which, at the time of the rather frequent accidents, ex- 
press the profound resentment of users.... The latter, based on fairly 
erroneous interpretations, may then be the sources of "rumors" in the tradi- 
tional sense of the word. 


In 1977, on the Boulevard du 30 Juin in Kinshasa, a powerful Mercedes, driving 
along at 230 kilometers an hour at night, was being followed by motorcycle 
gendarmes trying to cite it for speeding. Coming out of a turn, the car ex- 
ploded, literally pulverizing its six passengers, including the son of the 
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chairman of the board of Air Zaire. All day long, on-lookers filed by, 
commenting on the event, which was taken up at length by the local press, 
which could not furnish an explanation. The identity of one of the victims 
obviously explained its reserve, because the chairman of the board was known 
to be close to the president. For a long time, there were rumors of an attack 
when mechanically speaking, the accident could be easily explained: an air- 
conditioned vehicle traveling with all its windows closed and hitting, one 
after the other, several trees along the roadway. But the tragically spec- 
tacular aspect of the accident and the notorious unpopularity of the chairmaw 
of the board of Air Zaire and the sons of bwanas -- dignitaries -- somewhat 
tight won out over any rational explanation, which is easily understood when 
one realizes that in Africa, a death is rarely considered to be "natural." 


38, This study deliberately leaves out another form of sidewalk radio, the one 
linking immigrant students or workers in France or Belgium to their country. 
It is just as effective and stems from the same techniques, but the task is 
substantially different. It responds to a need to know as well as to a need 
to be reassured. In fact, Africans in Paris -- like those elsewhere, whether 
Brussels, London or Bordeaux -— have their own information system linking 
them to the continent, but protecting them from the environment into which they 
experience difficulty fitting and being accepted. Here again, it is a kind 
of paraliel circuit reserved for Africans, but which sometimes transcends the 
Blacks -- including West Indians -- to include the Maghrebians. The "Bondy 
rumor,’ following the fascist, racist attacks on 80 Blacks and Arab victims 
in the spring of 1980, is symptomatic of this anguish felt by Africans who no 
longer have elders to consult and who have difficulty relating to the French, 
an anguish so strong that it may annihilate that power of analysis still so 
powerful on the continent, an anguish nourished by an increasing awareness of 
the uncertain and tragic future of Africa and of observations as severe as 
they are disillusioned. All doctrines are mixed up together: "You know, 
frankly speaking, things are a mess at home. I received a letter from my 
parents. People are no longer eating well, once a day at most and practically 
no meat: 50 to 60 francs a kilogram per kilogram and for our parents’ wages, 
that is too much. Everything is too expensive and there is no medicine." 
Three years, such a confession would have remained within the closed circle 
of the Zairians. Today, there are no more borders: Zairians and Senegalese, 
Togolese and Congolese exchange their information, while the workers turn to 
the students to try to learn and understand. Positions are taken only later, 
but the questions continue. 


11,464 
CSO: 4719/424 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


MANO RIVER UNION PLANS, ACHIEVEMENTS 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 5 Oct 81 pp 4, 6 


(Text ] 


challenge to 
African nations tocay is 
unity. That unity is not a 
halfeway house affair; it 
requires that nations sur- 
merge their individual in- 
terests in the greater 
cause of continental unity. 
The sooner this goal is 
achieved, then Africa would 
embark on a more sustained 
course of socio-economic de- 
velopment. 

"Only a united Africa can 
redeem its past glory and 
renew ana reinforce its 
strength for the realization 
of its destiny. We are to- 
day the richest and yet the 
poorest of continents, but 
in unity our continent could 
smilé in anew eraof pros- 
f power,” the great- 
e Pan-Africanist, 
t Kwame Nkrumah of 


The greatest 


ce remarked. 

eless, a majority 
of indecendent African na- 
tions, although aware of the 
need for sucn a unity, have 
opted for a gradual approaci 
in the form of -regionai 
and sub-regional unity, in- 
stead of a larger continen- 
tal type. This idea was ad- 
vanced during the inc:piency 
of the OAU wnen the Monrovia 
durina preparatory 
for the organization 


Ghana, on 


Nevert 


group, 


- 
talks 


of the union, suggested that 
the path to acquiring a uni- 
ted Africa must be ona 
blow-by-blow basis. 

This concept, in prefer- 
ence to the Cassablanca 
Group's, which lobbied for 
an automatic continental 
unity, is what has today 
been translated into re- 
gional and sub-regional co- 
Operations among African 
states, including the Mano 


River Union (MRU) -- a heal- 
thy economic, cultural and 


trade cooperation -- between 
originally the Republics of 
Sierra Leone and Liberia 
which now embraces the Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary Republic 
of Guinea, celebrates its 
eighth Anniversary tomorrow, 
Saturday October 3, 1981. 


It was on October 3, 1973, 
the long-felt desire of 


the peoples of Liberia 
and Sierra Leone to esta- 

blish closer link between 
their two countries became a 
reality when the Mano River 
Union Declaration was signed 
at Malema-- a border town 


between Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. 
Since that occasion, the 


Mano River Union expanded, 
admitting the People's Re- 


volutionary Republic of Gui- 
nea as its third member. On 
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October 25, 1980, the three 
Heads of State. of Liberia, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea met 
in Konakry Dee in Sierra 
Leone, and signed Guinea's 
protocols; thus granting 
full and equal membership in 
the union to Guinea. 

The expansion of the Union 
from two to three members 
represents one of the most 
Significant developments in 
the area of inter-govern- 
mental cooperation in West 
Africa since October 1973. 
Guinea's accession to the 
MRU has also contributed to 
the viability of the Union 
by creating a wide range of 
opportunities. These in- 
clude, among other things, 
the development of joint 
agricultural and industrial 
production, natural resour- 
ces and trade. 


SECRETARIAT 





The Secretariat of the MRJ 
in Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
has been involved in several 
areas of development and eco- 
nomic integration in line 
with the aims and objectives 
of the upion. These include 
trade, communication, Monro- 
via-Freetown highway project, 
the Basin Development pro- 
ject, agriculture, industrial 
development, and harmoniza- 











tion of tariffs and quality 
control, among others. Others 


are traaning institutions 
such as Forestry, Post and 
Telecommunications, customs, 


marine, Curriculum planning, 
instructional materials pro- 
auction and book development 
project. The Union also has a 
scholarship and fellowship 
programme, 

TRADE 





As a Customs Union, trade 
plays avery important roie 


in the Mano River Union. Af- 
ter various stages of de- 
velopment to bring into ®f- 
fect trade liberation, the 
MRU completed its first phase 
of the Customs Union on May 
1, 1981, with the introduc- 
tion of Intra-Union Trade. 

Under this trade agreement, 
tariff barriers t6 trade be- 
tween the member states have 
been eliminated and the 
joint market of Liberia and 
Sierra Leane have become 
available to producers and 
manufacturers in the two 
countries, providing them 
with a substantially large 
markets. 

All manufactured goods and 
goods wholly rroduced in the 
member states can be «raded 
from Sierra Leone to Liberia 
and from Liberia to Sierra 
Leone without any customs 
and import dut:es and equi- 
valent charges been levied. 
In respect of the new member 
state, Guinea, the union has 
worked out the transitional 
arrangements to enable goods 
to enter Intra-union Trade 
in the joint market of the 
three member states. 

Since the commencement of 
Intra-Union Trade on May l, 
1981, trade among the mem- 
ber states, which consisted 
principally of confection- 
ery, has been valued at 
Leld7, 3929 with the relevant 
member states charging the 
appropriate non-discrimina- 
tory internal tax. 


ROAD PROJECT 





The Freetown/Monrovia High- 
way is one of the main pro- 
jects of the MRU. The cur- 
rent cost of the project is 
estimated at US $97 million 
of which about US $40 mil- 
lion has been committed by 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many and the African Deve- 
lopment Bank. The draft 
final report of the feasibi- 
lity study on the project 
has been submitted by the 
consultants and has been re- 
viewed by the MRU Ministe- 
rial Transport Commission. 
Once this report is updated, 
it will be submitted to 
donors and financing insti- 
tutions. Arrangements are 
underway to ensure that the 
project commences not later 
than 1 July, 1983. 

BASIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 





Tne feasibility studies 
for the Mano River Basin De- 
velopment project have been 
completed. These studies, 
funded by the EEC, where un- 
Gertaken by the consulting 


firm SOFRELEC, based in 
Paris, France. The results 
have shown that the scheme 


is feasible 
tricity and, 
projects 


for hydro-elec- 
possibly, sub- 
such as forestry, 
fisheries, agriculture and 
tourism. The Secretariat 
will also undertake a re- 
gional study of the power 
requirements and power de- 
velopment programmes of the 
Member States, with the pri- 
mary aim of determining and 
ensuring - that they are com- 
plementary. 


AGRICULTURE : 


In the area of agricul- 
ture, the MRU is at present 
lying emphasis on adaptive 
research, and studies are 
being undertaken to increase 
the degree of self-suffi- 
ciency in animal protein,in 
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the member states. Improved 
fermentation methods and 
better storage facilities 
for croops are also being 


developed by the Member 
States. 

The joint seminars in Pro- 
@uce Quality Improvement 


have been undertaken by the 
MRU in collaboration with 
the Sierra Leone Produce and 
Marketing Board and the Li- 
berian Produce Marketing 
Corporation. The latest re- 
commendations are for the 
establishment of a coopera- 
tive bank based on princi- 
ples and,among other things, 
the eradication of minimiza- 
tion of cross infestation, 
contamination, and spoilage 
of produce within the ware- 
houses of member states. The 
Fourth joint Seminar will be 
held in Conakry, Guinea, in 
1982. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 





An Industrial Development 
Unit, was established in the 
Secretariat in February, 
1980, financed by the EEC. 
Foreign experts and local 
counterparts are engaged in 
evolving methods that would 
ultimately lead to harmo- 
nized industrialization. The 
Unit has so far analysed 
Foreign Trade Patterns, pre- 
pared a survey on Industry 
and Standardization and com- 
piled a status report on 
Union Industries. This cul- 
minated in the formulation 
of structural data on the 
industry and_industry-re- 
lated projects. 


FORESTRY INSTITUTE 





The Union Forestry Train- 
ing Institute is located in 
Bomi Hills, Liberia. It has 
a capacity for 100 students. 
This institute is geared to- 
wards providing a sound ba- 
sis for the effective de- 
velopment and utilization of 
the forest resources of the 








Member States. It runs on 
two-phase training program; 
(a) A Forest Rangers 
Training Program, and 

(6) An In-service Forest 


Industrial Workers 
program 
There is also a Forest 
Workers Training Programme 
which aims at improving the 
performance and efficiency 


of forest industrial workers 
through the development of 
their skills in the various 
operations connected with 


timber harvesting. 
The workers receive train- 


ing in various categories 
including: 
- Mechanics 


- Survey Assistance 

- Saw Doctors 

- Chain-Saw Mechanics 
and Operations 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


The Union Telecommunica- 
cions and Postal Training 
Institute has evolved from 
an interim stage .to a full- 
scale program. The institute 
consists of two separate De- 
visions: Telecommunications 
and Postal Affairs. 

The long-range objectives 
of the telecommunications 
jivision are to provide for 
tne improvement and expan- 
sion of telecommunications, 
Oroadcasting and industrial 
communications services of 
the member states through 
the development of a train- 
ing center designed to meet 


their manpower needs. Its 
immediate objectives are to 
undertake studies, both 


quantitative and qualita- 
tive, of the manpower re- 
quirements and training pro- 
gram for junior and hisher 
level technicians. 


CSO: 4700/121-E 


On the other hand, the Po- 


stal Division has as its 
aims and objectives the 
creation of an adequate 


staff, up to junior manage- 
ment level who would be able 
to improve the quality of 
Postal services of the mem- 
ber states as well as pro- 
vide in-service vocational 
and related courses for 
junior and senior employees 
of sectorial agencies in 
member states. 

The Institute, located in 
Freetown, is staffed by lo- 
cal and foreign instructors. 
Funding comes from the MRU 
and external donors. So far, 
external assistance has been 
given 
Government and the FEC. 


MARINE TRAINING 





The Union Marine Training 
Program is located in Mar- 
shall City, Liberia. It is 
scheduled to commence opera- 
tion in the later part of 
this year. To achieve its 
objectives, the programme 
has been divided into three 
components, to be implement- 
ed in two phases. In Phase 
I, efforts will be concen- 
trated on the one-year Ra~ 
tings Tfaining Program with 
24 students for the Merchant 
Marine. These students will 
be trained to perfo.m all 
deck duties, meshanical ac- 
tivities as well as catering 
services. The training of 
fisherman is also expected 
to be included in the pro- 
gram. 

In Phase II, there will be 
a further expansion of the 
program to accommodate the 
training of junior officers 
for the Merchant Marine as 
well as for the Industrial 
Fisheries sector. 
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by the Netherlands‘ 


FUTURE 


The Mano River Union, with 
its three member states, 
aims at broadening its com- 
mitment to the people it 
serves a i at improving the 
quality c. life through its 
socio-economic projects. 

Emphasis is also being 
given to economic coopera- 
tion on a wider scale. At 
present, the MRU is coopera- 
ting very closely with ECO- 
WAS, CEAO, WARDA and other 
inter-governmental agencies 
in West Africa. The MRU also 
has liaison with the Multi- 
national Programming and 
Operational Center (MULPOC), 
an organ of the ECA (Econo- 
mic Commission for Africa). 

The Mano River Union can 
be seen, therefore, as a 
solid union with objectives 
comparable to other sub-re- 
gional organizations anda 
pivot behind the economic 
development and progress of 
its members. Given the lau- 
dable activities and achie- 
vements of the Mano River 
Union in less than a decade, 
there is no doubt that its 
model will go a long way to 
bring about the formulation 
of similar unions among mem- 
ber states of the OAU. As 
the Monrovia Group suggest- 
ed, this is the real ap- 


proach towards continental 
unity. 
Congratulations: 








ANGOLA 


PORTUGUESE MERCENARIES ALLEGEDLY FIGHTING ALONGSIDE S. AFRICANS 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 9 Oct 81 p 1 


[Text] A large number of Portuguese citizens recruited in Lisbon, among whom can 

be found former agents of the PIDE-DGS [former Portuguese secret police] and old 
commandos who defended colonialism and oppression, are participating in the aggression 
against the People's Republic of Angola on the side of the Pretoria racists, the 
newspaper DIARIO DE LISBOA stated in its Thursday edition. 


According to the DIARIO DE LISBOA reporter, who interviewed a number of mercenaries 
now inactive, this is a network with international ramifications, which is aimed 

at destabilizing the former Portuguese colonies, and particularly the Republics 

of Angola and Mozambique. 


Those interviewed added that they had left Portugal in recent years for South Africa 
via Madrid, Paris and Morocco. They also provided many details on their activities 
in Portugal and in the training camps in the Republic of South Africa. 


According to this Portuguese newsman, the mercenaries’ salaries vary between 700 
and 3,000 dollars a month in accordance with the various specialties, some of those 
interviewed stated. 


"The recruits first receive false passports pre)ared by lawyers in Lisbon and in 
the northern cities of Porto and Braga. They are then sent to training camps in 
La Coruna (Spain), Morocco or South Africa." 


Moreover, the Spanish rightist organization "Forca Nova" also contributes to these 
operations, both in Madrid and in Vigo, Galacia and La Coruna, among other cities. 


Training in South Africa, in which Swiss, French, Belgian and British mercenaries 
participate, lasts 3 months and includes marksmanship, a knowledge of explosives 


and special commando tactics. Subsequently, interviewees said, "they are integrated 
into joint patrols with South African soldiers." 


CSO: 4742/38 
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ANGOLA 


COMPLAINT ABOUT OFFICIALS NOT GRANTING INFORMATION 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 2 Oct 81 p 2 
[Article by Varanda de Castro: "The Sources..."] 


[Text] By decision of the editor-in-chief, the newsman was assigned the preparation 
of a “detailed report" on a determined sector of the capital, and, if possible, 

of the country that, as everyone knows, goes from Cabinda to Cunene. The report 

had to be ready within a week. 


The newsman then prepared his work plan. He made up questionnaires, he consulted 
the telephone book and then dialed the number for the ministry in order to obtain 
information from “reliable sources." 


"The comrade director is at a meeting. He will not be available for a while, but 
I shall give him the message as soon as he comes back," the secretary answered 
pleasantly, exhibiting a degree of competence rather uncommon in our country. 


At her request, the newsman left his number. Things were apparently going well... 


Some days later, the newsman called again. He had been expecting the call from 
the "comrade secretary," but nothing had happened. If he could not speak with the 
director himself, who might be busy, he would give the secretary the questionnaire 
with a half-dozen questions. She agreed. 


The secretary, a person of her word--can the newsman indeed doubt she is?--gave 
the questionnaire to the director and a few days later, the latter received the 
newsman in his office. 


"When would you like to prepare your report?" the director asked. "Today, even 


now,"’ the newsman answered. "I am already a bit behind schedule." 


"No, today I cannot. I don't know if you, comrade newsman, are aware of it, but 
we cannot grant any interviews without the knowledge of the comrade minister..." 


"Have you not seen my questionnaire? There are only a half-dozen questions..." 


"Be patient, please. Today it is impossible. The comrade minister is away. I 
must wait for him to come back. I don't want to have any problems..." 
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This is approximately how the dialogue went. The incident is real, it happened to 
an Angolan newsman. It happens every day to Angolan newsmen. 


It is so commonplace that it does not need any comment, were it not for the time 

lost and the gasoline wasted in running back and forth to the ministry. What is 

even more serious, is the fact that the reportage could not be done and the reader 
could not be informed of what plans Ministry "X" or Ministry "Y" is formulating 

for the progress of this country or the improvement of the people's living conditions. 
Until when?... 


CSO: 4742/38 
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ANGOLA 


. BRIEFS 


VETERANS REPRESENTATIVE TO USSR--Maj Jose Domingos Francisco Tuta (Curo de Angola), 
State secretary for veteran affairs accepted an invitation from the Soviet War 
Veterans’ Committee and has been in the Soviet Union since 9 October to participate 
in the fifth veteran's conference in that country that will take place soon, a 
communique from this official's cabinet has stated. The communique was signed by 
the director of this cabinet, Pascoal Rogerio. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 

in Portuguese 11 Oct 81 p 2] 


CONDOLENCES ON SADAT'S DEATH--Minister of Justice Diogenes Boavida, Minister of 
Transportation and Communications Faustino Muteka and Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Venancio de Moura signed the book of condolences at the Egyptian Embassy 
in Luanda on the death of Anwar al-Sadat, president of Egypt. In the name of the 
Angolan people and the Angolan Government, the minister of justice wrote in the 
book that with the physical disappearance of Anwar al-Sadat, “Africa and the Arab 
world have lost one of their leaders," and he expressed the feelings of sorrow 
and condolences to the brotherly people of Egypt, the government and the mourning 
family. [Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 11 Oct 81 p 1] 


STATE CARS MOST AFFECTED--Excessive speed, drunkenness, disregard for the most 
elementary rules of traffic and mishandling of cars--and especially of state 
vehicles--caused most of the accidents registered in the capital during the last 

2 months. Most of the accidents that took palce in Luanda involved state vehicles. 
The total of accidents rose to 430, with 46 deaths and 244 wounded. However, there 
has been a considerable decrease in the number of accidents in recent days. 

This improvement is due to the intensified activity of the traffic police. It 
should also be noted that about 59 state vehicles were stolen in the last 2 months. 
[Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 2 Oct 81 p 2] 


BRAZILIAN DELEGATION--A Brazilian delegation headed by Francisco de Lima e Silva, 
chief of the science and technology division of the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has been in Luanda since Wednesday on a technical-scientific mission 

of nearly 6 days. Francisco de Lima stated that this first mission should not 

be seen only within the context of the North-South dialogue that must exist 

between developing countries, but is taking palce especially because the People's 
Republic of Angola is a sister country by reason of culture, geographical proximity 
and ethnic roots. He added that he hoped that this visit "would result in a 
rapprochement on a scientific, technical and cultural level."" Other members of 
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the delegation are Drs Jose Anchieta Moura de Fe, director vf technological 
affairs and Pedro Tome da Arruda Filho, coordinator of cooperation with Africa 

at the national research council. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 
2 Oct 81 p 2] 


BONGO MESSAGE--Etienne Moussikou, special envoy of the Gabonese chief of state 
arrived at the Luanda airport yesterday carrying a personal message from President 
Omar Bongo for comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. Etienne Moussikou, 

who was coming from Kinshasa, had handed a similar message to the head of the 
Zairian state, President Mobutu Sese Seko. He reiterated the position assumed 

by the Gabonese president at the 16th OAU summit of heads of state in Nairobi 
reaffirming his unconditional support for the cause of the Namibian people. 

The Gabonese minister of commerce and development affirmed that UN Resolution 435 
has always been the position unequivocally and unreservedly assumed by President 
Omar Bongo with respect to the decolonization of Namibia. [Excerpt] [Luanda 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 30 Sep 81 p 1] 


OMA DELEGATION TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA--A delegation of the Organization of Angolan 
Women (OMA) headed by its national coordinator and member of the MPLA-Labor Party 
Central Committee, Ruth Neto, left Luanda yesterday for Prague where it will 
participate in the proceedings of the World Congress of Women. Upon departure, 
Ruth Neto said that besides attending this congress, the delegation will also 
participate in the eighth congress of the International Democratic Federation of 
Women that will take place in Prague as well. The delegation also includes OMA 
national secretaries for foreign affairs and political affairs, Luisa Chongololo 
and Luzia Paim respectively, as well as other members of the national executive 
committee of the OMA. [Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 6 Oct 81 


p 1) 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


KOLINGBA RETURNS TO BANGUI--Bangui, 18 Oct (AFP)--The president of the Military 
Committee of National Redress and head of state of the CAR, Gen Andre Kolingba, 
returned to Bangui Sunday evening. The CAR head of state paid a few hours’ 
friendly and working visit to Gabon at the invitation of President Omar Bongo with 
whom he had discussions on bilateral relations. Besides these discussions, 
General Kolingba met Guy Penne, adviser to the French president on African and 
Malagasy affairs. [Text] [AB190908 Paris AFP in French 1834 GMT 18 Oct 81] 


CSO: 4719/109 
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CONGO 


NATION'S FOREIGN POLICY, DOMESTIC GOALS SET FORTH 
Brazzaville MWETI in French No 469, 5 Sep 81 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Christian Gilbert Bembert] 


[Text] It will soon be 20 years since the Congolese affirmed the fundamental ob- 
jectives of the policy they intended to pursue from then on: national independence 
and the formation of a society free of all forms of persecution and humiliation. 
Today nothing can deny our aspirations to independence and dignity. Of course our 
main orientations, our basic approach, have not always--far from it--been under- 
stood by everyone outside our borders, including our historical partners. Every- 
one knows what bad intentions were often attributed to our country. Our leaders 
have had to follow a policy based on good neighborliness in order to maintain the 
peaceful climate we needed. 


Good neighborliness was one of the cornerstones of President Marien Ngouabi 
policy, whe fought all his life to ensure peace on our borders, convinced as he 
was that it was impossible to tackle the work of national construction without 
peace on our borders. President Denis Sassou Nguesso has been following this same 
policy for a little over 2 and 1/2 years. 


Everyone is familiar with the principles behind our policy of cooperation: the 
Congo is willing to cooperate with any country in the world wishing to cooperate 
with us on the basis of mutual respect, noninterference, equality and reciprocity 
of interests and benefits. We have proved our good faith, and we feel we have 
been understood by our partners. 


Nevertheless we cannot claim that all is clear now and that our political position 
meets with the approval of the whole world. 


It is therefore evident that the success of the goals set forth by the party and 
the government will depend to a large extent on the regional, and beyond that the 
world, situation. The Congo's internal stability is certainly not enough to 
reassure us. Although we have overcome internal contradictions, our country has 
no intention of underestimating the matter of the security of the Revolution. We 
have not forgotten that aggression directed against the Congo in the past, and 
attempts to overthrow its revolutionary regime, have often--almost always——come 
from abroad. 








It is true that as regards our national defense policy, our country cannot be 
accused of expansionist or even subversive intrigue and maneuvers. Our neighbors 
know this, in all good faith, and foreign observers on our territory have proof of 
ovr simcerity. 


A certain regional psychosis, born of belligerent statements made by imperialist 
international forces reminiscent of the past, and also bom of certain situations 
inherited from our colonial history, has forced us to be always ready, not to 
attack anyone but to resist any aggression. The threat constituted for Africa by 
the racist regime of South Africa obliges us, whether we like it or not, to assess 
the question of our security pragmatically. It is in this context that we con- 
sider the victory of the left in the French presidential and parliamentary elections 
an event of historic significance. We have good reason to believe that the changes 
in France constitute a new factor in bilateral relations. It is hard to see how 
leftist France, which has always sustained the humble and defended the cause of 
the oppressed, and which is working today for the rehabilitation of human dignity, 
justice, and freedom, could fail to grasp the aspirations of the Congolese people 
to be in control of their own wealth and build a society freed from all forms of 
oppression. Our political and ideological convictions are different from those of 
rightist France. Nevertheless, nothing prevents us from cooperating on the basis 
of the principles of noninterference, mutual respect, and reciprocal benefits. 

Of course political and ideological similarities do not necessarily affect the 
foundations of our policy of cooperation. Nevertheless we firmly believe that a 
turning point has come in French-Congolese relations. The Socialist program and 
the statements made by Francois Mitterrand during the presidential election cam- 
paign justify this belief. We expect more than understanding from France: we ex- 
pext true political and economic solidarity. Our relief is accompanied by a real 
feeling of hope. 


Our foreign policy, in the context of relations with our neighbors on the one hand 

and with France on the other, is therefore imbued with our often-expressed wish to 

maintain and develop ties of friendship and cooperation in a climate of understand- 
ing and peace. 


The facts which have contributed to an accentuation of our country's backwardness, 
and the way we are falling still further behind, are varied: repeated acts of 
aggression committed against our country in attempting to contain the revolutionary 
movement have forced us to pay more attention to our security and to the survival of 
the revolution; internal contradictions in the revolution have weakened its ranks 
and disillusioned the people, damping the people's spirit temporarily; internal 
political strife, internal warfare, have gained the upper hand over considerations 
of general interest. We must of course add to these factors the absence of a clear 
economic strategy, and also, unfortunately, a lack of conscientiousness, careless- 
ness and wastefulness. 


At the time when President Denis Sassou Nguesso took power in February 1979, the 
Congo was on the verge of bankruptcy; government employees had been waiting up to 
2 months for their salaries, The 3rd special party congress, in the light of 
precise guidelines for an economic policy of which we can now see the outline, set 
forth five objectives: 
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a) Short term 


1 Restore order in the government and democracy; 

2. Restore national harmony; 

3. Mend the country's finances; 

4 Implement solutions likely to revive the state economic sector; 


b) Medium term 
5. Implement the 5-year plan of 1982-1986. 


We know the balance sheet of the past 2 years. The first four goals have been 
reached essentially. This year the president of the Republic asked the Congolese 
to continue the effort begun in 1979. 


Thus we find ourselves today preparing for the 1982-1986 5-year plan. We were all 
pleased to see the procedure followed to prepare this plan--a procedure which has 
nothing in common with the technocratic schemes usually followed in other parts of 
the world. On this occasion we have once again affirmed our firm attachment to 
the democracy of everyday life. This is one more proof, if one was needed, of the 
vitality of our institutions. ss 
‘, 
We should pay spec al attention to what is going to happen for the next 5 years. 
It is our future and that of future generations that are at stake. Our situation 
is a little like a game of cards in which we have been left with nothing but a 
joker, with which we shall try to recover our aces so as to cover our position and 
reinforce the strategy of our game. It is a situation inspiring both hope and 
anxiety. 


The future plan belongs in the context of a central, dynamic, self-operating model. 
This is its purpose at least. This plan should begin to break with models from 
outside, and follow a policy conceived by the Congolese for the Congolese. The next 
plan should be able to set us on the path of self-sufficiency for food, and lay the 
foundations of true independence. At first sight we are faced with two choices: 
should we forge ahead rapidly or progress more gradually, with more moderation? 

But everything will really depend on the projects’ contents and the way they are 
financed. What would be dangerous would be to race forward without seeing the 
nature of the projects, and, above all, losing sight of our fundamental goal: less 
dependence and greater autonomy. To lose sight of our fundamental goal is to run 
the risk of finding ourselves where we were in 1975-1978. We are still in time to 
avoid slipping into this error. This will be up to those in charge of making the 
decisions, the definitive choic.s. But certain precautions commend themselves to 
us already: 


1. Among the possible steps we might take, there is one which must tend to increase 
(fairly drastically) our external debt. But debt is dependence, and the degree of 
indebtedness has repercussions on the degree of dependence. 


2. Another possible step would be the exclusive use of internal resources, thanks 
to petroleum revenues in particular. But it is probable that most of our internal 
known or estimated resources would be absorbed in infrastucture projects whose 











profitability is not yet apparent at the present stage of our economy. Much in- 
sight and foresightedness will be needed here, undoubtedly. The moral is that we 
must find money elsewhere to sustain projects that are more profitable. But 
"elsewhere" means, a priori, resorting to an external debt. 


It is not in our interest to aggravate the deficit of our balance of payments if we 
wish to set our course on the implementation of the economic options of the 3rd 
special congress. 


The president of the Republic has already said that we cannot depend on petroleum 
revenues alone. So what is left? Wood is no longer what it used to be. Our agri- 
culture remains to be developed. Our firms are in the process of being reorganized. 
There is still one solution, and that is my third observation. 


3. If we opt for the first two hypotheses, we will run a great risk of slipping 
towards greater dependence, which would be accentuated in the case of a recession, 
which could come about in the last years of the 5-year plan. Because on the one 
hand, infrastructure projects are not necessarily profitable, and on the other, 

we would be incurring an external debt to finance supposedly profitable projects. 
This would be the logical outcome if the major part of the funds reserved for 
investment were to be spent on infrastructure projects. 


There is one more chance to avoid imbalance. That chance lies in resorting to solu- 
tions which give us a double guarantee of not selling our independence, and setting 
our course towards a consolidation of that independence: 


a)- Opt for more gradual development so as to avoid concentrating relatively 
unprofitable projects in a single strategic space; 


b)- Stop the upward trend of the external debt by putting into practice, right now, 
a bolder savings policy directed at government salaried employees and the private 
sector. This savings policy must be accompanied by a policy of interest rates which 
can attract many citizens and also stimulate foreign investment. 


c)- Decide on steps to encourage the development of small and medium-sized firms by 
giving them greater access to credit. 


d)- Increase aid to agricultural cooperatives, in particular by facilitating access 
to small-scale equipment and by raising the prices of agricultural products, which 
should be brought to the level of world markets. 


Agriculture is our health and our hope. 


A people which imports its food is an easy prey. Food is now becoming a political 
weapon. To put one's fate, as regards food, in someone else's hands is to be 
exposed to the risk of starving at any moment. A hungry people cannot feel free. 
We understood that quickly when we set agriculture as the priority among our 
priorities. The reconquest of our territory must lead to a rehabilitation of work- 
ing the land, by accentuating its worth, by creating structures that will ensure 
continuity, by improving rural districts, by perfecting agricultural techniques, 

by creating agricultural training centers, etc. The agricultural population is 
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growing old, but young people's vocation for the land need only be revived, as was 
demonstrated during the chief of state's tour in the regions. By encouraging 
agriculture. We must prepare the next generation of farmers now, to guarantee this 
vital sector and the solidity of our independence. 


e)- Readjust rising energy prices (water, electricity), especially for firms and 
services. 


Once more, only an attitude of sacrifice and self-denial will enable us to attain 
the political goals we have set for ourselves. The part of the budget reserved for 
investment during the last 5 years is estimated at a total of 50 billion CFA 
francs. The experts predict a ten-fold increase for the next 5 years. But the 500 
billion francs are on thin ice. Petroleum is capricious and destabilizing. It 
cannot be a guarantee for the future. Anything could happen anytime. Let us re- 
member the past. We must therefore appeal to the patriotism and good sense of the 
Congolese for now. We must remain lucid at present. We must make our choices 
judiciously. Give priority to what is profitable. Not be excessively ambitious. 
Be moderate. Therefore, not incur an excessive foreign debt. Maintain our initia- 
tive so as to remain in control and make our own final decisions. 


9855 
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CONGO 


HEAD OF STATE RECEIVES CHAD JUSTICE MINISTER 
AB211636 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 21 Oct 81l 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, the head of state received in audience Delwa Kassire 
Koumakoye, the Chadian minister of justice and keeper of the seals. He is an 
emissary of the Chadian head of state, Goukouni Oueddei. After the audience, 

the Chadian statesman, who spoke to newsmen, revealed the purpose of his visit 

to the Congo. 


[Begin recording] I have been sent by President Goukouni to his colleagues and 
brother, President Sassou Nguesso, within the framework of the fruitful coopera- 
tion between our two states and I held talks with him on the eventuality of sending 
the neutral forces to Chad. 


[Question] What is the general situation in Chad presently and what is the posi- 
tion concerning the situation at the border with Sudan? 


[Answer] We believe that the matter has been solved and that at the moment, 
there is no clash yet. 


[Question] What about the issue of the refugees and the process of their repatria- 
tion? 


[Answer] In fact, we believe we can solve this problem within the next few days. 


[Question] Presently, there are clashes between the troops of the Foreign Minister 
(word indistinct] confirm our firm solidarity with [word indistinct] can you explain 
this contradiction? 


[Answer] We believe this issue has been resolved. Already, the government has 
sent its forces to neutralize the adversaries. This issue has already been 
settled. 


[Question] Sir, the Chadian diplomacy has been very active during these past few 


days, especially concerning the economic revival of the country. How do you see 
these steps? 
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[Answer] (?Even though our steps are criticized,) we believe that our appeals 
will be heard and that our friendly and brotherly countries will do everything 
to help us. 


[Question] Mr Minister, general opinion is very pessimistic about the sending of 
the inter-African neutral forces to Chad. Does the Chadian Government believe 

in the sending of these troops? 

[Answer] This is what we are getting worried about. It is the very purpose of 
our reviving the issue with the aim of finding the most appropriate solution to 


it, because as the days go by, things are changing. 


[Question] You have thus certainly found satisfaction with Comrade Denis Sassou 
Nguesso? 


[Answer] [Passage indistinct] 


CSO: 4719/108 
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BRIEFS 





COT LEAVES BRAZZAVILLE--The last weekend was rich in events. We thus witnessed 

the new reorientation of the cooperation between France and the Congo. The sixth 
session of the French-Congolese Joint Commission, which took place in the Congolese 
capital and which ended yesterday, enabled both parties to rejoice over the success- 
ful development of their mutual cooperation and to agree to pursue it within the 
framework of the new objectives of Congo's 5-year development plan of 1982-86. 

The results of this French-Congolese meeting enabled France and the Congo to revive 
their relations in a spirit of friendship and confidence. In any case, French 
Cooperation Minister Jean-Pierre Cot, who left Brazzaville yesterday for Paris, 
expressed great satisfaction with the deep solidarity now uniting the French and 
the Congolese. [Begin recording] [Cot] [Passage indistinct] I think that the 
word solidarity is perhaps the one which best describes the relations between 

our two countries. There is solidarity in all fields. In the political field, 

I think that the new impetus given to democracy in France on 10 May largely 
corresponds with the situation in your country. There is also solidarity in 
economic and cultural development. I think this is the resurrection of our 
relations of cooperation. [End recording] [Excerpts] [AB191653 Brazzaville 
Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 19 Oct 81] 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


PRESIDENT RECEIVES ROMANIAN ENVOY--Malabo, 21 Oct (AGERPRES)--The president of the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea, Obiang Nguema Mbazogo, was conveyed a message of 
friendship from President Nicolae Ceausescu of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
when receiving the Romanian ambassador in Malabo, Profir Negrea. Thanking for 
the message, Obiang Nguema Mbazogo requested that best wishes of good health, 
personal happiness and long life be conveyed to President Nicolae Ceausescu 

as well as wishes of progress and prosperity to the friendly Romanian people. 
During the talk, a review was made of the stage of commercial exchanges and 
economic cooperation between the two countries as well as of the possibilities 
existing for their further development. [Text] [AU212051 Bucharest AGERPRES 

in English 1815 GMT 21 Oct 81] 


LOAN FROM SPAIN--A loan of 72 million pesetas has been granted by the Spanish 
Ministry of Economy and Trade to the Equatorial Guinean Ministry of Labor after 

a meeting held yesterday morning between Bulogio Eyo Riqueza, second vice president 
of the Supreme Military Council and commissioner of state for labor, and Fernandez 
Trelles, Spanish ambassador in Malabo. The loan has been granted to finance the 
construction of a vocational training center in Malabo. Eyo Riqueza said that 

the vocational training center would train medium level staff which our country 
needs. [Excerpts] [AB101137 Malabo Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 9 Oct 81] 
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SLATE FOR LEADERSHIP OF MERGED PARTIES SUGGESTED ' 


Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 19 Sep 81 pp 5, 7 


[Article by Moses Gyasi] 


[Text] 


WHEN the AFRC handed over power 
to a popularly elected civilian go- 
vernment about two years ago, a ma- 


jor uncompleted job of the Council. 


was the consolidation of the various 
arties into two. The AFRC should 
ave passed a decree immediately 
after the Presidential election to de- 
clare Ghana a two party state. 

The political history of this country 
indicate that opinions have always been 
and will continue to be sharply divided on 
a pro-Nkrumah and pro-Busia lines. Any 
ates division is artificial and is not bound 
to last for long. There could be a third 
party but it will continue to be no more 
than an ideal and pleasant idea with Lttle 
or no political force. ; 

It is therefore of great political signifi- 
cance that after two years of political 
disequilibrium, what the guns should have 
forced down our throat is being realised by 
consensus. It is a welcome decision and a 
source of goodwill for the country. 

Right now all the minority jes, Viz 
PFP, UNC, ACP, SDF and TFP have 
decided to bury their individual identities 
and form a single and new political party. 
The whole idea is that the t PNP 
administration has woefully failed to 
deliver the goods with the result that 
within the past two years we have been in 
a greater political wilderness never expe- 
nenced before. 

Mr J. H. Mensah, a frontline PFP poli- 
tician stated categorically that —-_ 
the PNP have the political power, 
minority perties have the men to ; 
the necessary directives to salvage the 
image and the economy of this country. 

ere is no gainsaying the fact that 
most of the best brains in thie country on 
either frontline members of the minority 
parties or sympathisers. If this country 
can pull ther their resources, 


harness 
them and di the resultant efforts to 


action. I believe that it will need only six 


months to show result. 


Right now there is some form of polan- 
sation in this country and the merger 


* should take this into account in solectins 


its leadership. Only two criteria should 
used — competence of the individual and 
the — bility by the electorate. - 
Looking at political map of the 
country, it can be stated without fear or 
favour that the Upper, Northern and 
Western ions belong to the F NP while 
wen bw o, Ashanti and Eastern Re- 

ns ng to the merger. Therefore any 

ture po battle will be f t in the 
Central, Greater Accra and Volta Re- 
gions. This is very ial. 

In the Central Region, there are two 
political giants, these are the Vice Presi- 
dent, Dr de Graft Johnson and Col Ber- 
nasko, leader of the ACP. 

However, all things being equal, it is 
certain that Col Bernasko is likely to 


command more f ring in future elec- 
tions than the View Preanbont. 

The situations in Greater Accra and 
Volta Regions are more fluid. So far, there 
epocese S Se no SOE Gna See aan 
clearly sway the aoe pe electora- 


39 


GHANA 





CSO: 


reason that Col Bernasko's popularity in 

the Central Region is unassailable. He is 

bound to carry with him the greater part 

of the region to any party he decides to 
+ throw his weightm But outside the region, 
he is an unknown quantity politically. 
, Perhaps he commands some ae in 

the Western Region. H owever taking him 
‘on his own, his chances of winning the 
i Presidential race is minimal. 

Mr Victor Owusu's greatest strength 
also lies in his greatest weakness. His 
forthrightness earns him enemies instead 
of winning friends. His political adroitness 
clashes with his political collegues. The 
plain truth is that whichever way you look 
at him, he is just like the proverbial 
albatross. To put him up as a presidential 
candidate and hope that Dr Limann’'s 
failure will sway people to vote for him 
will be taking a simplistic view of a com- 

lex problem. In the first place he will 
sikely lose all the Volta Region votes. 


Secondly, the PNP consists of the best 
political tacticians that this country has 
produced. They may quarrel among 
themselves but they definitely know 
which side of their bread is buttered. They 
can pull Dr Limann down and put up 
another person from the North. A presi- 
dential ticket should consist of two per- 
sons with similar political ideology. That 
is why the leader and the deputy should be 
chosen from the same political party. 
They must have wo. ked together for some 
time. 

/Right now the parties have accepted to 
sink their differences, forget about their 
present political camps and start afresh. 


+ 
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Elections to political positions should be 
fought as if there is only one party 
Members must vote according to their 
conscience and every Tom Dick and Harry 
should be altered to contest for any post. 

However cognisance ‘ust be taken of 
the present and future political map of the 
country. While Volta Region has no ac- 
claimed political leader, the region can 
boast of a lot of competent ministerial and 
administrative personnel. Definite assu- 
rance should be given to the region of 
maximum utilization of the human re- 
sources if and when the merger comes to 
power. 

The merger can carry the Greater Accra 
oe if an acceptable person is found 
and put up in high level in the political 
hierachy. 

Frdm the above analysis, I have no 
doubt that if the merger is to win the next 
election, then the political leadership 
should consist of the following: 

@ Grand Patrons or Fathers of the 
Party: Messrs Ofori-Atta, Victor Owusu, 
K..A. Gbedemah) Madjetey, Tolon Na 
and Jr Bilson. ' 

Chairman — Pr Safo Adu, Gen. Secre- 
tary — Col Bernasko and National Trea- 
surer — Jr Agama. 

The National Organising Secretaries 
should comprise. Kwaku Baah, Alhaji 

‘ Ibrahim Mahama and Dr Obed Asamoah. 
: The Leader and Presidential Candidate 
should be J. H. Mensah and the Vice 
: Presidential Candidate, Mr Odoi-Sykes. 
It is the sincere wish of the writer that 
. the merger should succeed for the good of 
‘ this country or else we shall be in for one, 
party dictatorship. 








SPLINTER FROM MERGED PARTIES TO FORM NEW PARTY 
Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 23 Sep 81 p l 
[Article by Breda Atta-Quayson] 


[Text ] A NEW political party, a splinter 


group of the merged minority par- 
ties, is to be formed shortly. 

The party will embrace people from the rank 
and file of the various political parties forming 
the merger. 

Mr Martin Adane, Popular Front Party 


(PFP), Member of Parliament for Jaman who 
revealed this in Accra yesterday said members 
of the proposed party “are those who were 
neglected during negotiations for the merger.” 
The Member of Parliament was commenting 
on the recently announced withdrawal of the 
Action Congress Party (ACP)from the merger. 
He said that membership of the new party 
would transcend “existing partisan interests” 
and would work towards bringing together “the 
vouth and people with common ideas and 
political ideals.” ; 
Mr Adane stated that any serious politician 
would agree that the withdrawal.iof ACP 
‘would have serious repercussions on the merger. 
He pointed out that the ACP’s withdrawal! 
had come as a result of “over ambition of some 
individuals, personality conflicts and dictato- 
.nal tendencies of some individuals or group of 
individuals” within the merger. — 
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The MP feels that there 
must be an alternative go- 
vernment to the People’s 
National Party (PNP) but 
regrets that this might not 
be ible because of the 
problems facing the merg- 


, OF. 


He maintained that the 


- various political parties 


went into the merger as 


‘separate entities and as 


such had group interests to 
pursue within the merger. 


“Submerging the group 
and personal interests has 
become difficult and this 
makes the chances of suc- 
cess of the merger very slim 
indeed,’ Mr Adane re- 
marked. . 


Meanwhile indications 
from political circles in the 
country reveal that some 


: ym giants within the 
-PFP are solidly behind the 


formation of the new 
party. 


Asa result of this turn of. 


* events the country's poli- 
. tical scene is likely to as- 


sume new dimensions. 
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PUBLIC FUNDS CUT-OFF TO MONEY-LOSING STATE ENTERPRISES 


Announcement Made 


Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 16 Sep 81 p l 


[Article by Nelson Duah] 


[Text ] 


THE Limann Administration has abolished 
the pee ©: subventions to ail state cor- 


pora 


ons for the payment of salaries and 


wages of their employees. 


in addition, the Administration will not approve 
monies for any expenditure that has not been budgeted 


for. 


These measures are aimed at reducing government 
expenditure and also eliminate deficit in the current 


budget. 

Professor George Ben- 
neh, Minister of Finance 
and Economic Planning, 
said in Accra yesterday 
that the Administration 
had taken steps to ensure 
that state corporations 
work to pay their emplo- 
yees and also make profits. 

The Minister revealed 
that as part of the meas- 
ures to cut down expendit- 
ure, arrangements had 
been completed to issue 
identity cards to all go- 
vernment employees to 
eliminate “ghost” workers 
in the system. 

Professor Benneh said 
government would enforce 
all recommendations con- 
tained in the Auditor- 
General's Report to the 
letter by punishing officers 
who misappropriate public 
funds. 

The Minister said to cut 
down expenditure, the Pu- 
blic Works Department 
(PWD) will no longer be 
allowed to contract out the 
maintenance of govern- 
ment buildings to private 
contractors. 


Maintenance of govern- 
ment —— accordin ; 
to Professor Benneh, wil 
be undertaken by the De- 
partment itself to save 


money. 

He largely blamed the 
country’s present high rate 
of inflation on the high 
cost of food. 

It is estimated that the 
cost of foodstuff accounted 
for about 60-70 per cent of 
the rate of inflation in the 
country. This has also 
contributed to the high 
cost of living. 

Professor Benneh, the- 
refore, called on all Gha- 
naians to work hard to 
fight inflation. 

He noted that in order to 
fight inflation, there 
should be increased food 
production and an efficient 
marketing of foodstuffs to 
enable prices to go down. 

To ensure the success of 
the government's agricul- 
tural programme, Profes- 
sor Benneh said large sums 
of money had been voted 
for the agricultural sector 
and also to improve the 
country’s feeder roads. 


He said every effort was 
being made to bring in 
spare parts to rehabilitate 
broken down vehicles so as 
tu facilitate the carting of 
foodstuffs from the farm- 
ing villages to the buying 
centres. 

The Minister further 
hinted that he had set up 
an inter-departmental 
committee under his 
chairmanship to see to the 
implementation of the 
budge 


t pro ls. 

Asked gout the impli- 
cations of the amendment 
to the original budget pro- 
posals, the Minister said 
some of the amendments 
had had adverse effect on 
revenue expectations. 

For stance, he said the 
cut in expenditure by Par- 
liament was about ¢20 
million. 


Therefore, the loss in re- 
venue as a result of the 
amendment of the original 
pro ls was over £400 


‘million which meant that 


there would be an increase 
in the original budget defi- 
cit. 


He said government 
would intensify its efforts to 
collect tax and revenue 
and hinted that a field tax 
survey of self-employed 
persons has started in Ac- 
cra and that very soon a 
“Pay Your Tax” campaign 
would be launched to edu- 
cate the public on the need 
to pay taxes. 
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Measure Supported 


“Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 21 Sep 81 p 2 


{[Editorial: 


[Text | 


CSO: 


"That is Right" ] 


THERE is no reason why state commer- 
cial and industrial outtits that have 
been fully and heavily capitalised oui of 
public funds for several years now 
should still continue to rely on govern- 
ment subvention from year to year, 
even for the payment of salaries and 
other recurrent expenditure. __ 

The ever increasing imbalance between 
government revenues and expenditure 
is largely contributed to by the simple 
fact that while government keeps 
pumping funds into state enterprises, it 
gets little or nothing in return for all 
that. 

It has been our conviction that taxation of 
personal incomes and sales and pur- 
chase taxes have reached such high 
levels enough as to merit to be left 
alone and that government should 
seek avenues of making ‘'s capital 
investments yield direct incomes to 
boost revenue. 

So, in our comment of March 11, 1981 on 
the parliamentary approval of increa- 
ses in rates for water and electricity 
services we expressed concern over 
why state corporations cannot be made 
to borrow from the banks for their ope- 
rations so that when they will have 
improved their services with borrowed 
funds, the consumer would also be 
prepared to pay extra for the improved 
service, so that the Corporations 
would, in turn, have enough resources 
to repay their loans. 

Most state enierprises have been so 
pampered that they always expect 
‘cheap’ resources before they promise 
improved services which, invariably, 
are never rendered. These resources 
have always either been provided by 
government directly or have been ex- 
tracted out of the poor consumer by 
‘fraudulent’ legisiative measures. 


4700/119-E 


| So, like the typical Akan adage “Things 

_ that are acquired rather easily are 
dissipated equally easily'’ and this ex- 
plains why most state corporations so 
whittle public funds without the slight- 
est regard for caution. In this conside- 
ration, we can hardly exempt any single 
state corporation. 

We think the time has come to instil a lot 
more financial discipline in all public 
boards, corporations and enterprises 
to make them economically viable and 
that is why we agree completely with 
the Minister of Finance's directive to 
abolish the granting of subventions to 
all state corporations for the payment 


of wages and salaries. 

We would go further to recommend that even for 
capital expenditure, state enterprises should be 
made to resort to bank borrowing instead of 
relying on subventions, EXCEPT IN VERY RARE 
CASES. And even where government has to 
provide a guarantee cover for such loans, the 
guarantee should not be automatic and that state 
enterprises should have proved their financial 
credibility before any such guarantee is granted. 

In short, we are trying to recommend that henceforth 
no state commercial or industrial outfit should be 
pampered anymore and they should be left alone 
to wander in the wilderness of industry and 
commerce just as the private sector is doing, 
because enough resources have beer pumped 
into them that they should ali, by now, be yielding 
dividends to government. 

This will, of course, imply a political “hands-off’’: 
there should be as little political interterence in 
these organisations as possibile. So, for exampie 
government, as the sole shareholder, might wish 
to appoint highly competent boards of directors 
and leave them with all the freedom to operate 
their ventures successfully. 

So that, for example, punishment for financial 
misappropriations or occupational incompeten- 
ce and lapses will not be resisted by pressure 
from politicians, prominent chiefs and others. 
We have to apply rules and sanctions if our 
economy should be seen to be heading anywhe- 


re. 

This principle we have hammered in the last few 
weeks and we will continue to do so until wisdom 
prevails. 
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AGRICULTURE MINISTRY DECREASES 


Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 


[Article by C.S. Buabeng] 


[Text | 


CSO: 


THE Ministry of Agricultu- 
re’s involvement in the 
distribution and marketing 
of farm inputs is being re- 
viewed with the view to re- 
ducing its involvement in 
these areas. 

Commercial! firms are to be exten- 
sively used for the distribution of 
fertilizer, farm machinery and im- 

lements in farming arees where the 
_— have distribution net-works. 


4700/119--E 


OWN DISTRIBUTION ACTIVITIES 


19 Sep 81 pl 


Mr Nelson Yao Agbesi, Minister of 
Agriculture, who disclosed this ye 


sterday said discussions are already 
Seine Weld @ith Gach fem for the 
im tation of the new scheme. 


nisiry have been involved in 
the purchase and tion of es- 
sential inputs such as fertilizer, seeds, 


agro-chemicals, breeding stocks, 


farm machinery, implements and 
mechanized services. 
uently, extension services 
have not effectively undertaken 
because of the Ministry's inability to 
cope with the wide range of activities. 
Government therefore is of the 
view that because of the mounting 


ee of those operations, 

ial firms should be used. 
The new scheme is expected to give 

officers of the Ministry ample oppor- 


tunity to concentrate on their exten- 
sion services. 
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BRIEFS 


NEW SHIPS PURCHASED--A multi-purpose cargo ship of the Black Star Line (BSL)--M/V 
"Sissili River" has made its maiden voyage to Tema. She is laden with 13,000 cubic 
tonnes of farm machinery and 4,600 cubic tonnes of general cargo from Hamburg, West 
Germany, all of which will be discharged at Tema. The M/V "Sissili River" which is 
named after River Sissili in the Upper Region, is one of the four new ships which 
the Black Star Line acquired from South Korea last year to replace some of the old 
vessels of the corporation. A statement issued and signed by Mr K. Berko-Asamoah, 
acting public relations officer of the corporation, said each of the new ships had 
improved the cost effective performance as compared with the slower and smaller 
vessels in the fleet. Fach of the new ships has a maximum cruising speed of 18 
knots, a deadweight of over 16,600 metric tonnes: grain capacity of 22,306 cmb, 
bale capacity of 21,109 cmb and container-carrying capacity of 500 units including 
refrigerated containers. The statement said the use of containers "means greater 
security of cargo, faster loading, discharging and handling of cargo." Meanwhile 
MTR. "Fanoma", a fishing vessel of the State Fishing Corporation (SFC), has sunk at 
the main Tema Harbour. A spokesman for the SFC said yesterday that "Fanoma" 
purchased in July 1965 was on the list of aged fishing vessels earmarked for sale 
by the corporation. [Text] [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 12 Sep 81 p 8] 


FOOD SELF-SUFFICIENCY BY 1990---Ghana will be self-sufficient in her food require- 
ments by 1990. Dr N.K. Kalitsi, chairman of the West African Economic Research 
Organization (WAERO) and Executive Director of GHILSIR, UN/ECOWAS Development 
Programme, made this prediction when he returned to Accra from a WAERO conference 

in Lome yesterday. He said the practical programme for rapid production initiated 
by the Ministry of Agriculture is highly commendable. Dr Kalitsi pointed out that 
the programme sets in motion a veritable motor of agrarian revolution in the country. 
"The momentum of this systematic approach to food production, coupled with expedi- 
tious andeffective implementation of the ECOWAS Lagos Plan of A@fion can make Ghana 
self-sufficient in food requirements by 1990," he said. Dr Kalitsi said consistent 
with the ideals of the Lagos Plan of Action, GHILSIR had embarked on mobilization 

of the rural youth for farming and organizing them into producer co-operatives with 
the right incentive and assistance for increased production. The chairman noted 
that more than 1,500 farmers and fishermen together with 225 technocrats are working 
with the organization. GHILSIR, he said, is also undertaking relief operations by 
providing food and clothing to the oncho-affected areas and isolated villages where 
life is unbearable to the rural dweller. [Text] [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 

15 Sep 81 p 5] 
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OAU MEETING BOYCOTT 'SUBVERSIVE'--Mr Johnny Hansen, chairman of the Kwame Nkrumah 
Revolutionary Guards, has discribed the government's stand to boycott the summit of 
the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in Libya, next year, as ‘'subversive" to the 
principles of the organization. Contributing to a symposium in Accra to commemorate 
the fourth anniversary of the death of Mr Steve Bantu Biko, a south African Black 
activist, he asked the Limann Administration to explain to the whole continent what 
Libya had done to displease the government and people of Ghana. Mr Hansen said 
there was no justification for Ghana to refuse taking part in the OAU summit in 
Libya because majority of leaders who attended the last meeting in Kenya, agreed in 
principles to attend the next summit. He asked the government not to turn Ghana 
into a begger nation by “acceding to the pressures and ideas of President Reagan of 
America blindly". Mr Hansen regretted "why Ghana should be the leading nation in 
the anti-Libyan campaign” and questioned whether it was doing that in order to 
attract foreign investment and exploitation. He told the gathering that it was not 
Libya that was shedding African blood but the Reagan Administration with the tacit 
support of other reactionary regimes in Africa. Mr Hansen said the imperialist 
forces, led by the U.S. and other NATO allies were all behind that “dastardly and 
cowardly act" of aggression against Angola. [Text] [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 
15 Sep 81 p 8] 


FRG AGRICULTURAL LOAN--Thne Federal Republic of Germany has granted Ghana $45m for 
the establishment of the Volta Regional Development Agricultural Project (VORADEP) 
to provide farm machinery and high yielding seedlings to farmers in the region. 

Mr Mike Atsutse, Member of Parliament for East Dayit who disclosed this said the 
company will also construct roads to farming areas where there are no accessible 
roads. Mr Atsutse who was addressing a durbar of chiefs and people of Ve-Kolenu 

to mark their yam festival celebration, said VORADEP will also sink wells to pro- 
vide water for the people. The MP expressed concern about the mad rush of Ghanaians 
to 'Agege' to undertake menial jobs while virgin forests lay fallow. [Excerpt] 
[Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 17 Sep 81 p 1] 
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46 








LIBERIA 


RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL MAY BE ON MEND 
Monrovia THE SUNDAY PEOPLE in English 4 Oct 81 pp 1, 8 
[Text] Is Liberia thinking of re-establishing diplomatic relations with Israel? 


This is the question high in diplomatic circles here and in other African capitals 
following Foreign Minister G. Baccus Matthews’ speech before the United Nations 
General Assembly last week when he urged African States to review their relations 
with Israel. 


The Liberian Foreign Minister said that since Cairo had now effected "a modus 
vivendi with Tel Aviv’, African countries that had severed diplomatic relations 
with Israel after the 1972 war with Israel should now reconsider their policies 
towards re-establishing ties with Israel. 


In that war Israel crossed the Suez Canal and occupied portion of Egypt in Africa. 
All African states holding relations with Israel broke off relations in obedience 
to an OAU Mandate. 


But Israel and Egypt have now signed a peace treaty, have established diplomatic 
relations and Israel has not only withdrawn from Egypt West of Suez but is soon to 
hand over all the territory in the Sinai. 


Observers here say that Liberia may likely take the lead in re-establishing diplo- 
matic relations with Israel in the wake of the Foreign Minister's plea. 


This move is not designed to radically change the Liberian Government's foreign 
policy, because in the same speech Matthews reiterated the PRC Government's support 
for Egypt's President Anwar Sadat's effort for peace in that region, and pledged 
the government solidarity with all "struggling"’ peoples of southern Africa who are 
resisting exploitation, discrimination and suppression. 


On the home front Matthews told the United Nations that the appointment of a 


Constitutional Commission to draft a new Constitution for Liberia was a manifestation 
of the PRC Government's desire to return the country to civilian rule. 
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LIBERIA 


DEFENSE MINISTER WANTS IMPROVED BORDER SECURITY 
Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 26 Sep 81 p 1 


[Text] Defense Minister Major-General Albert S. Karpeh, after a tour of some 
strategic check points along Liberia-Guinea and Ivory Coast borders in Nimba County, 
says there is a lack of logistics for the joint security at these borders. 


According to LINA, the Defense Minister expressed concern adding that there is a 
neec to improve security facilities at the borders. The Minister said he was also 
displeased over what he called poor housing facilities for soldiers in Nimba County. 


Minister Karpeh told soldiers at the barracks that government would continue to 
provide adequate living quarters for them, but warned them against harassing 
citizens and foreign residents. 


Defense Minister Karpeh and party, including Assistant Minister for Civil Works 
Captain Jackson Paye, the construction officer of the U.S. Military Mission to 
Liberia, Major Jack Weber, and Director of Staff, Brigadier-General Robert G. Saye, 
also visited the Blolehwee border and the Loguatuo custom check point. 


Lt. Samuel Wonlue, Detachment Commander at Lamco, Yekepa, welcomed and escorted 
Minister Karpeh to Blolehwee and expressed gratitude to Superintendent Farngalo 


and Minister Karpeh for their demonstration of c-ncern for the welfare of soldiers. 


He appealed to Minister Karpeh for additional manpower, transportation and improved 
communication links along tiie borders. 


Minister Karpeh and party left Sanniquellie Sunday for Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County 
to continue their inspection of army facilities now under construction. 


CSO: 4700/122-E 
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LIBERIA 


GOVERNMENT LEADERS DEBATE PRESS FREEDOM 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 1 Oct 81 pp l, 6, 8 


(Text | 

Information Minister Lt. PRC Co-Chairman said ovress inq an atmosphere for 
col. Gray D. Allison Tuesday Freedom should not be inter- factual and objective re- 
appealed that the Ministry fered with in revolutionary porting of national events. 
5f Information be used as_ Liberia. This, he said, was far from 
che "Clearing House" for According to semi-official Censorship. 

storles on government poli- radio station ELBS, the Vice During a meeting with local 
cies and activities, put Head of State said the journalists,Minister Allison 
Vice Head of State Major PRC Government will uphold Said the idea of a "Clearing 
Gen. J. Nicholas Podier,Jr. the principles of free press House” is meant to arrest the 
contends this interfereswith at all times-for the promo- flow to conflicting sta~ 


freedom of the press. 


The Ministry of Infprma- 
tion, based on a mandate 
“rom une Head of State, 
issued a memorandum this 
weex stating "with the rx- 
ecutive Marsion as the only 


tion of government policies 
and programs. 

General Podier disagreed 
that the scrutiny of press 
releases snould be the sole 
responsibility of the Minis- 


ensure 


tements from government of- 


ficials on government's po- 
licies and programs.He said 
government must speak with 


one voice. 
He said his appeal was to 
that the Liberian 


try of Information. 


“ie ublic was educated abou 
He said the Ministry of In- P c 


the policies and progrars of 


exception, all releases and 


announcements from govern= formation should provide ” $y er 
ment Ministries and Agencies € i ssemi government. He sai aati 
means for effective dissemi- © the dissemination of 
es ty Cs & . . ° tha 
must se first approved by nation of government's poli- flicti in Saamiaad 
Thong teins il ages cies absoas. about government's activi- 
vig they ind pu eno ga General Podier said this ¢ies in the media was dange- 
ner en could improve government's rous to national development 
newspapers. ) ° 
nly Oona man = = foreign investors. a1) government pronounce- 
, _—— He however appealed to ludi the E 
stated that “releases and ments exciuding the Execu= 
ar local and foreign jour- tive mansion, must first be 
announcements on and about nalists to be factual and ab h 
government Ministries and ; ' approve y the Information 
objective in covering events ini b h 
Agencies taken directly to ere. Ministry before they are 
the mecia must be rejected In an interview with BBC See ae i vane i 
A _— } | + bh er , 5 newspa 
note oer oe coe «6 Taeeday, Minister Allison rior Pe to Dec rong yet 
MA s ,°o “et r n+ ~ ‘ . - 
Ministry 9f Informaticn for denied that calling for the mpm renee Bret aaa tnfo ov 
SCFUUINY, « : Ministry of Information as oo tY - 
pon nis return from th€ the "Clearing House” inter- “*°"- ‘ . 
r . “ e a ta? ~ rn 7 ) . al 
nitec states where ne led feres with press freedom. vegans ° a verer 
ee 7 Y nel. r] ~= re ( ‘ - 
movernment's delegation on On focus on Africa,he said. prac Beyer pte oe Pate 
" \ r ne +, eh TY moe ~-} . , Yr 
egotiations with Lamco, the the move was aimed at creat- Tent “inistries and Agencies 
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if taken directly to the 
media must be rejected and 
sent back to the Information 
Ministry for coordination 
purpose before publication, 
Minister Allison said. 

He said "all public affairs 
Drograms,produced by Govern- 
ment “‘inistries and Agencies 
must be pre-recorded and 
broadcast only following 
coordination and approval by 
the Ministry of Information. 

Minister Allison However, 
clarified that the new system 
was in "no way press censor- 
ship" since the government's 
pronouncements did not refer 
to “routine announcements and 
news reports” rather to in- 
formation that could affect 
"major development policies." 


He cited, for example, the 
increase in the price of 
gasoline which, he said, 
affects the lives of the 
Liberian people and as such 
eered “full explanation” to 
the Liberian people 


prepare 
lone ore the announce=- 
ment was made. 

"We will not sit on any 


information once it is true" 
Minister Allison asserted, 
adding, "we want to release 
the truth to our people to 
understand national issues”. 

Dn the question of whether 
tne Information Ministry 
serving as a “clearing 
' was an obstacle to 
s0vernment's commit- 
ment , to freedom of the 
press, Minister Allison 
said "no" and explained that 
"government information must 
be coordinated for maximum 
effect". 

The Information Minister 
stressed tnat the new system 


was intended to make Govern- 


> ' 
nouse 


a “ne 
chne PRI 


. 


bo 
to 


CSO: 4700/122-E 


ment Ministries and Agencies 
“speak with one voice" and 
to avoid conflicting infor- 
mation, wnich, we said, 
could create doubts in the 
minds of the people. 

He assured the public re- 
lations officers that such 
meetings would continue and 
hoped that their delibera- 
tions would bear "fruitful 
results”. 

PRC Decree Number 46 is 
sued here last June, empow- 
ers the Ministry of Informa- 
tion to "“select, in accor- 
dance with prevailing poli- 
cies, subjects to be broad- 
cast or covered py news 
stories, feature articles, 
slides, films, filmstrips, 
sostcards, calendars, video 
cassettes and other means of 
communications for internal 
and external distribution. 

Decree 46 states that the 
Information Ministry should 
"maintain close contacts 
with all ministries and 
agencies of government, and 
all national, private insti- 

tutions and organization for 
th purpose of serving as a 
facilitator of their commu- 
nication programs". 

It further e€Mmpowers the 
Ministry of Information to 
"counter unfavourable pro- 
paganda by disseminating a 
wide range of informative 
material that presents a 
true and accurate picture of 


Liberia's image, its aims 
and aspirations, Dolicies, 
Programs and institutions 
and progress to a world-wide 
audience, 

The Decree said the Infor- 
mation Ministry should” 
maintain contacts with all 
Liberian Diplomatic and 
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abroad, 
informa- 
the poli- 
of Lie 
and plan, execute, 
promote, coardirnate, super- 
vise and direct information 
programs and projects for 
these missions and regional 
centers in pursuance of the 
national and international 
objective of Liberia". 

According to the Decree, 
the Information Ministry 
shall “perform such other 
functions as may from time 
to time be assigned by the 
Head of State, 


Missions 
regional 
offices in 

sub-divisions 


Consular 
organize 
tion 

tical 
berla 


HIGH TAXES WORRY LOCAL MANUFACTURERS 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 1 Oct 81 p 8 


[Article by Napoleon A. Teage] 


[Text ] 


High taxes on locally ma- 
nufactured commodities is a 
disincentive for the expan- 
Sion of the manufacturing 
industry here, local manu- 
facturers complained Wednes- 
day. 

The manufacturers, during 
a meeting with Commerce Mi-~ 
nister Capt. E. Sumo Jones 
at the Monrovia City Hall 
Wednesday, said the local 
manufacturing industry could 
be more viable and revenue 
generating provided current 
taxes are lowered. 

A local businessman point- 
ea out that international 
quality cigarettes could be 
produced locally but, he 
said, the present tax struc- 
ture discourages that. 

The businessman told Mi- 
nister Jones that a branch 
of his company in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, produces 
nearly 99 percent of all ci- 
garettes in that country and 
provides annually some $25 
million in revenue to the 
Sierra Leonean Government 
due to the incentive pro- 
vided to local manufacturers 
there. 
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Assistant Commerce Minis- 
ter for Industry, [saac Ran- 
dolph, speaking iat the meet- 
ing, admitted that the cur- 
rent pricing structure by 
the Commerce Ministry does 
not provide incentives for 
local production. 

Mr. Randolph said there is 
a need for a provision that 
would give incentives to 
people wishing to invest in 
the manufacturing and other 
industries in the country. 

Minister Sumo Jones, how- 
ever, noted that products 
manufactured here are ofa 
low quality and cannot com- 
pete with similar products 
on the world market. "These 
products do not meet inter- 
national standards inspite 
of the current incentives 
granted local manufactur- 
ers," he pointed out. 

On the availability of lo- 
cally manufactured commo- 
dities on the market, es- 
pecially in the rural areas, 
Minister Jones told the pro- 
ducers “hat his Ministry in- 
tends to ensure that manu- 
facturing industries devise 
effective distributioh sys- 
tem. 
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He commended the United 
States Trading Company for 
operating a beverage distri- 
bution system which, accord- 
ing to the Minister, is one 
of the best in the country 
especially in the rural 
areas. 

The sales manager at USTC, 
Mr. Samuel .,Shokumbi, who 
represented Als company at 
the meeting, assured Minis- 
ter Jones that USTC will 
continue to provide the kind 
of services that will meet 
the requirements laid down 
by the Commerce Ministry. 

Mr. Snokumb1 thankec Capt. 
Jones for his efforts in so- 
liciting first hand informa- 
tion from manufacturing and 
other businesses concerning 
their problems in order to 
work out possible solutions 
that would be in the in- 
terest of both government 
and business establishments. 
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Wednesday's meeting was 
attended by representatives 
of the Monrovia Tobacco Com- 
pany, USTC, Monrovia Bre- 
weries Inc., among others. 

Meanwhile, Minister Jones 
has stressed the need for 
storing adequate spare parts 
by automobile dealers in the 
country. 

Minister Jones was ad- 
dressing car importers and 
garage owners in the country 
Tuesday, outlined diffi- 
culties which customers have 
been facing. 

He said these range from 
poor services, sub-standard 
performance and delays in 
repairing vehicles. 

He warned dealers to stop 
using Liberia as a "dumping 
ground" for cheap vehicles. 
Some cars, he said, were not 
made for the tropics but vet 
Still some dealers imported 
them and ended up with no 

Spare parts, according to 
LINA 











SECURITY AGENCIES URGED TO REVIEW OPERATIONS 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 5 Oct 81 p 6 


(Text ] 


law enforcement of- 
“icer has said it was time 
various security 
government tc 
critical look at 
their operations in order to 
restore vublic confidence. 
The law enforcement offi- 
, Captain Patrick M. Mi- 
nixon, who is National Secu- 
rity Advisor to the Head 
+f State, made the statement 
day at the National Po- 
ice Training Academy in 
aynesville where 37 re- 
ruits of the Special Secu- 
(SSS) received 
certificates at the end of a 
basic training 
course in VIP protection... 
Taptain Minikon explained 
chat within the past months, 
tie nation had witnessed a 
sn ; situation" in 
wWiich law enforcement offi- 
e accused of crimi- 


_ 
- © 7) 
a VY Service 


= h 
~our-montn 


The loss of public confi- 
Jence, Captain Minikon said, 
"had caused serious damage 
tc the profession and had 


imposed an extra and un- 
necessary handicap on all 
honest law enforcement offi- 
cers." 

de told the graduates that 
the professional status of 
law enforcement was at stake 
and mentioned that corrup- 
tion and inefficiency should 
be stamped out at all cost. 

Captain Minikon said this 
could be done "through care- 
ful initial selection of 
applicants and an adequa- 
te training program through- 
out the period of employ- 
ment.” 

He used tkKe occasion to 
lash out at those who enter 
the profession with varied 
intentions and goals thereby 
seeking promotions through 
blind ambition. 

Captain Minikon advised the 
graduates to place the 
interest of the state, 
justice and fair play above 


the quest for cratuities oF 


pecuniary gains. 
He further pointed out that 
when security officers con- 
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centrate on receiving qifts 
and money in the performance 
of their duties, they would 
develop the craving to pedd- 


le information or intel- 
ligence. 
This, he said, could lead 


to the obstruction of the 
process,molestation of citi- 
zens and eventually damage 
the code of ethics of the 
profession and the image of 
the country. 

Presenting the certificates 
to the honorees on behalf of 
SSS Director T.Gbeku Wright, 
the Assistant Director for 
Operation, Samuel P. Ajavon, 
congratulated them for their 
attainment and hoped tat 
they would contribute mean- 
ingfully to the improvement 


of the special security 
service. 

The program was attended 
by top security brass, 


relatives and friends of the 
honorees. - LINA 
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RURAL FOLK NOT TO BLAME FOR RICE PROBLEM 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 1 Oct 81 p 4 


(Editorial: "Eating Foreign Rice: Who is Responsible?"] 
] ade aah onl eee a “40°77 7 mre ’ ” ® , , 
(Text | SPECIAL “ILITAPY TRISUNAL Co-Chavtrnan A.V.W. Gayrlor's 


sucaegtion tnac the sale o” 'Pusqwa'’ be re- 
stmetecd in ruml 2reas and that any re- 
stzent o7 S3o0rolu ound duytne Pusaa 
3/ tned 3170 are tceas with 3joca 
intensions Dur they sonctatn semous ote 


SOL. GAYFICR, CIXE manu other vatrtotte l:0emans, wants 
co 60 «the =o nation) = seira-sur“tetent in 2t8 
aczapie “cOdeertce, The zuestion, however, 
73 how? In answering thts question, 3e- 
‘2rqal soctcerolitical and 2conomic factors 
mc vartadles cuaht to be taken into 12c- 
SOURT . 

THE CURRENT "SILIZF" snas rural veovle sonsrtlute to our 


‘erenaence on imported rice crohably has 
[cs also has come iliustonary 

t depriving rural dvel- 
tee will be am tncentive 
em t0 vroduce more mice ts un*or- 
y incorrect; cats 73 2 dangerous 
Igsumina what ts to be tnat cannot 


ERHAPS IF TEE rural wellers were atven she same forums 

to gtve shetr ovintons, they sould teil 

their urban eountry men that itams such 23 

paim ott, verver, vegetabies, ete. come 

‘rom rural Lrbema. Those who biame the 

mral people for food shortages could de 

2 that without sne ovroductive applica. 

tom o* tnetr labor, the etty reople would 
be without these necessary items. 
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THF FIAR OF “20d shortages in nanu Third world countries, 
zecordima +o JN, Sindinos has serous 
rrounas. The tnadtlitu oF the Third woric 
to “2e2 itseir is am tasue that nas nount- 
ima soctoenclisicai §=©impltoations. Like 
ctl, S202 73 @ vtable volittcal weapon 
‘nat can be usec by those that have tt 1 
order to 2chteve set objectives. 

we 22 2¢ 


AT (“MANY CEVELOPING souncrtes rave done 73 c©@ bt 

*netr entire corulations for agmeuit: 
revolutions. The tasx of *eeding the na- 
sion zannot be le“t so one Mintstry or one 
secozor, It t3 2 task shat recutres nobt- 
o< tne secole znto an army o> “2ammers. 


c 
‘ 
q 


7IVEN TSE MEAGRE efietencey 97 "any dbureauemietes in 
i“rteoz, <thta task rezutres the coral usie- 
ttzation o7 “asttion's dureaucratic re- 
sources, 


wor . 
TUS TDM? AD 
che 


7RaVIT? OF she vrotlem dentes zuick "solutions" <snat 
Weil 4286 Saek tre. Ic ts “ecessary so <"ou 


whu,y “or 2zample, 2 rural verson, with ars 
™imute “inametal resources, vretars to Juy 
~scwl ss omtner) = 6than = farm, ~Perhavs the 
sneom™m 869 «= tomparitive advantage +s az 


UL and shougntrul tow we o*-er soluttons 
te the ‘ood vroolen. 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW JUDICIARY APPOINTMENTS--Head of State Samuel K. Doe has made 15 new appointments 
within the judiciary upon the recommendation of the People's Supreme Tribunal 
Chairman Emmanuel N. Gbalezeh. Those appointed are Counsellor Eugene L. Hilton as 
Resident Circuit Judge, lst Judicial Circuit, Criminal Court "A'', Montserrado County; 
Attorneys S. Gizay Kpahn, and Z. Baa Toomey, Magistrate and Associate Magistrate of 
the Township of Gardnersville. Others are E.M. Alexander Wah, Magistrate, Kakata, 
Gibi Territory; Robert S. Gofan, Magistrate, Cocopa, Nimba County; Joseph G. Weh, 
Magistrate, Sanniquellie, Nimba County; and Henry S. Flomo, Associate Magistrate, 
Cumpa City, Nimba County. Also appointed are Peter S. Gbalezeh, Associate Magis- 
trate, Gumpa City, Nimba County; Moses S. Wantoe, Magistrate, Beeplay, Bahn, Nimba 
County; Charles W. Kermah, Associate Magistrate, Beeplay Bahn, Nimba County; Moses 

L, Mangou, Magistrate, Gawee-Yekepa, Nimba County. Others are Francis Gbargen, 
Associate Magistrate, Gawee, Yekepa, Nimba County; John N. Kerbay, Clerk 8th Judicial 
Circuit Court, Nimba County; Attorney James Robert King, Magistrate, Libinic 

Company, Grand Bassa County, and Mr. Edward Z, Davies, Associate Magistrate, Libinic 
Company, Grand Bassa County. [Text] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 25 Sep 81 p 6] 


INDIAN TRADE DELEGATION--A two-man trade and industrial delegation from India 
arrived here Tuesday to study the possibilities of expanding Indian investment in 
Liberia. The delegation include Mr. Balarm Mahendra, President of Mahendra Inter- 
national and Mr. G.N. Nager, Deputy Chief of the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade. 
While in Liberia, the delegation is expected to hold talks with top government 
officials including officials at the National Investment Commission (NIC), the 
business community as well as the Liberia Chamber of Commerce. They will be 
discussing the possibilities of expanding agro-industries, food technology, printing 
pulp and paper, and mineral developments. The delegation is scheduled to visit 
Sierra Leone, Kenya and Ivory coast on similar mission. [Text] [Monrovia NEW 
LIBERIAN in English 25 Sep 81 p 8] 


IRAQI INVESTOR--Prince Hassan Khalid of Iraq has expressed his desire to invest in 
Liberia. Prince Khalid made the statement Wednesday during discussion with Vice 
Head of State, Maj. Gen. J. Nicholas Podier who is presently in New York, to attend 
the LAMCO Board meeting as well as to hold talks with prominert businessmen in the 
U.S. Areas of interest to Prince Khalid include sales of rice, diamond and gold 
mining, agricultural development projects and the improvement to communications and 
transportation links in Liberia. According to Mr. D. Hene Johnson, Press Secretary 
to the Vice Head of State, the Prince also expressed interest in the construction of 
low cost housing units, improvement of educational, fishing and health facilities as 
well as the establishment of a private bank in the country. Vice Head of State Maj. 
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General J. Nicholas Podier was expected to meet with Mr. Bradford Morse, United 
Nations Administrator to discuss the possibilities of increased UNDP assistance to 
Liberia, according to Mr. Johnson. [Text] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 25 
Sep 81 pp l, 6] 


WITHDRAWAL FROM MEDICAL ASSOCIATION--The Medical Associations of Ghana and Liberia 
will quit the World Medical Association (WMA) if South Africa is allowed to rejoin, 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement said in London Wednesday. The WMA Council recommended 
the readmission of South Africa which left the association in 1976, along with the 
admission of Transkei, South Africa's Bantustan "homeland" which is recognised only 
by South Africa. The Anti-Apartheid Movement said if the international medical 
community voted to admit South Africa and Transkei at the WMA conference in Lisbon 
next week, other third world countries could walk out. The Anti-Apartheid Movement 
is also applying pressure on the World Health Organisation (WHO) to withdraw the 
Status of the WMA as a W.H.O. Consultative Body if South Africa is admitted. The 
London Times reported that a memorandum drawn up by Black South African Health 
Associations was being used to influence WMA members. The memorandum said whites 
had far more medical facilities that blacks and accused South African doctors of 
failing to abide by a Geneva Declaration of 1978 adopted by the WMA which said all 
doctors must put the health of their patients first without regard for race, 
nationality or religion, the report said. [Text] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 
25 Sep 81 p 6] 


IMMIGRATION SECURITY CHIEF SACKED--The Chief of Protective and Internal Security at 
the Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization, Col. Nippy Manning, has been dismissed 
with immediate effect by Head of State C-I-C Samuel K. Doe. According to an 
Executive Mansion letter to Justice Minister Major Isaac Nyeplu to effect the dis- 
missal, Mr. Manning is to be detained at the Post Stockade for six months, and be 
debarred from employment in the Government of the People's Redemption Council upon 
his future release. The letter said the "action is being taken because of Mr. 
Manning's attempt to create confusion and disharmony among officials of Government." 
No further details were given. [Text] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 2 Oct 

81 p 1] 


CSO: 4700/122-E 
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MADAGASCAR 


ACCORD WITH LIBYA SIGNED 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 5 Sep 81 pp 1-2 
[ANTA Report: "Libya-Malagasy Accord Signed"] 


[Text] Tripoli. The working visit to Libya by the Malagasy chief of state was con- 
cluded with the signing of a cooperation agreement between Major Jalloud and Presi- 
dent Ratsiraka on 3 September. 


The agreement, which becomes effective as of November 1981, is a consummation of 
Libyan-Malagasy friendship. 


The ceremony was attended by C. S. R. Jaotombo Ferdinand and Ministers Christian 
Remi Richard and Rarivoson Justin. 


On the same day, ratification instruments were exchanged on the establishment of the 
Holding Company. This will lead to the organization of a mixed Libyan-Malagasy trade 
and industry company. Previously, President Qadhafi had received his Malagasy coun- 
terpart at the Green House in Tripoli. Their talk lasted one and one-half hours. 


Mrs Celine Ratsiraka was Mrs Qadhafi's dinner guest on 2 September. The two ladies 
discussed the role of Libyan and Malagasy women in development. 


Solidarity with the Libyan People 


At the end of this conference of international solidarity with the Libyan people, the 
Malagasy head of state stated in Tripoli on the evening of 31 August: 


"IT will be brief but please know that anything I am about to say is from the heart, 
so that it will be sincere. 


"To begin with, I congratulate Comrade Mu'amm Qadhafi for his initiative in setting 
up a national center for struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neocolonialisn, 
Zionism and racism. You know that imperialism is not a myth. Imperialism does 
exist. It is no coincidence, it is no pure and simple coincidence that imperialism 
is aware of the fact that Libya is currently the champion of proletarian inter- 
nationalism against imperialism. Imperialism knows that Libya is helping virtually 
all the national liberation movements throughout the world generously, selflessly 
and in a revolutionary spirit. It is no accident that today we find here Comrade 
Ortega from Nicaragua, in Latin American, Comrade Yasser Arafat, from the Middle 
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East and the PLO, a representative of the martyred people of Lebanon and, if you 
allow me, myself as the representative of Africa. 


"Several years ago Arab comrades asked us the following: 'For the sake of solidarity 
with the Arab world and solidarity with the Arab and African people of Egypt, break 
diplomatic relations with Israel.’ We broke diplomatic relations with Israel despite 
the treason committed by some, and the hesitations, evasions and hypocritical be- 
havior of others. Please know that in Madagascar we shall always remain loyal and 
will always support the Arab people of Palestine until their final victory. Imperial- 
ism has mounted an attack, an aggression in all directions. Everyone knows and so do 
we, better than anyone else, that, encouraged by imperialism, South Africa has com- 
mitted an aggression against the fraternal people of Angola. You must know that im- 
perialism provoked the Arab and African people of Libya in the Gulf of Syrta. You 
must know that imperialism is mounting provocations against North Korea. 


"You must know that Zionism, encouraged, aided and armed by imperialism, attacked 
Iraq and Lebanon without a declaration of war. You must know that we, in Madagascar, 
the Malagasy people and their revolution, will always struggle against imperialisn, 
Zionism, apartheid and neocolonialism, together with the Arab people of Libya. 


"In 1963 1 went to Lebanon. I was a young naval officer. I saw the ruins of Balbek 
but, next to them, I saw an attractive country, I saw Beirut, a hospitable city. I 
do not know whether I would recognize Lebanon and Beirut if I were to go back there, 
because of Zionism and imperialism. This is to tell you that it is not accidental 
that we are meeting here today, on the eve of 1 September, the Libyan national holi- 
day. We are with you until ultimate victory. 


"Imperialism has supplied itself with means with which to pursue its policy. We, 

the revolutionaries and progressive people the world over, must also give our policy 
the means for action. Your historical decision of creating a front, a center for 
international struggle against the common enemy known as imperialism, neocolonialisn, 
racism and Zionism, is a historical and symbolic decision supported by the Democratic 
Republic of Madagascar." 


5157 
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MADAGASCAR 


REPORT ON CMD SESSION 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 12 Sep 81 pp 1-2,4 
[ANTA Report: "Marriage Between State Companies and Marketing Cooperatives" ] 


[Text] "Efficient utilization of road security centers and interventions by the 
trains-rural security regiment,'’ were the items on the agenda of the second ordi- 
nary session of the Military Committee for Development, which was orficially in- 
augurated yesterday morning at Tsimbazaza Palace, in the presence of Col Desire 
Rakotoarijaona, prime minister and head of government. The meeting, chaired by 
Col Edouard Rabeony, who is the president of that institution, was attended by 
Lucien Xavier Michel Andrianarahinjaka, president of the People's National Assembly, 
surrounded by the members of the standing bureau of the ANP [People's National As- 
sembly], President Tilahy Robert (HCC), and many members of the Supreme Revolu- 
tionary Council and of the government, as well as other civilian and military per- 
sonalities, including Retired Brig Gen Jilles Andriamahazo. 


Decree No 81-215 of the president of the republic, summoning the CMD [Military Com- 
mittee for Development] for its second ordinary session was read at the opening of 
the session by assistant speaker Cap LIandro Fenomanana. This was followed by 
speeches delivered by the president of the institution and by the prime minister 
and head of government. 


President Edouard Rabeony began by welcoming and thanking the personalities for 

their presence, thus emphasizing the importance of this institution of the Democratic 
Republic of Madagascar. He then presented a short analysis of the two items on the 
agenda on which the CMD must submit suggestions. Rabeony said that the People's 
Armed Forces have already been at work on one of the items. However, since the time 
had come to draw the balance and engage in self-criticism, shortcomings must be re- 
paired. In military terminology, it is a question of eventually adjusting the fire, 
naturally in order to hit the targets set by the Malagasy socialist revolution. 


The revolutionary system entrusted the operation of road security centers to the 
gendarmerie by presidential decree dated 6 September 1976. What has been accom- 
plished and what has not been accomplished over the past 5 years, Colonel Rabeony 
asked, stating that these centers are of major importance, for they protect human 
lives, and that, according to the revolutionary charter, man is the target of our 
socialism. 
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As to the train regiment, it was set up by the revolutionary system only on 15 June 
1979, It is therefore quite new, Rabeony said. Nevertheless, it could be said that 
its mission had been carried out in the area of "transportation." However, since 
the country is big and the villages scattered, the problems of public safety have 
not been entirely resolved, for the revolution cannot progress without effective 
public safety. 


Colonel Rabeony did not omit thanking the two military members of the CMD who had 
left the institution because of retirement. 


Five Fruitful Years 


He was followed by the prime minister and head of government who began by offering to 
these militant members in uniform the fraternal greetings of President Didier Ratsiraka, 
the noted leader of the Malagasy people. He did not conceal the satisfaction of the 
revolutionary system with the suggestions submitted by the CMD over the past 5 years. 

He expressed the wish that such cooperation go on. 


The head of government then successively discussed problems related to food supply, 
the gathering of produce and public safety. On the last point, Desire Rakotoarijaona 
pointed out that last year, in 1980, the phenomenon of cattle rustling reappeared. 
This has always existed but, this time, it involves assassinations whose purpose is 

to discourage the population. In order to eradicate this evil, the revolutionary sys- 
tem has decided to mount an extensive operation specifically in the areas of 
Fianarantsoa, Toliara, Mahajanga and the midwestern section of Antananarivo, and 
operation which consists of a thorough search to be conducted in these areas. How- 
ever, the head of government stated, the phenomenon will reappear after this opera- 


tion, which must take 1 to 2 months, has been carried out. 


As you have already emphasized in your reports, the prime minister added, one of the 
reasons for this phenomenon is precisely the inadequacy or even the lack of jobs and 
therefore the existence of unemployment. The cooperation of all ministerial depart- 
ments is more than necessary if this problem is to be resolved, for which reason the 
revolutionary system has set up a national committee for struggle against cattle 
rustling. Cattle rustling has been declining ever since mobile quarters have been 
set up where charge has been assumed by decentralized collectives, particularly in 
the various areas of Fianarantsoa, Toliara and Mahajanga faritany. Actually, it is 
in that spirit that the revolutionary system decided to assign the exploitation of 
20 hectares per firaisana to the mobile forces which will be technically assisted by 
ministerial departments. As to the marketing of the cattle, the system will be up- 
dated and improved by introducing sales receipts and mandatory passports. The decen- 
tralized collectives will be informed of these innovations. 


The prime minister and head of government then discussed problems of food supply and 
produce collection. The Malagasy government, he said, has made tremendous etforts in 
this area. Nevertheless, the population is still having difficulties. The inter- 
national economic crisis is one of the reasons for this. However, we are still ex- 
periencing the aftermath of the colonial structure. Our economy largely depends on 
the outside. We are nov. manufacturing spare parts and we have insufficient raw ma- 
terials. The head of government emphasized that this dependence will last for a 


while. 
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On the other hand, Rakotoarijaona said, our food production remains insufficient. 
Furthermore, we are faced with a galloping demographic problem, whereas the big 

powers of the year 2000 will be countries which will be able to feed their populations 
first and export foodstuffs to other nations, he noted. 


Difficulties are inevitable in the course of building a socialist society, the head 
of government said, and in order to achieve final victory, we need enthusiasm and 
Steady work.... 


One of the solutions to this problem was the assumption of responsibility and the en- 
hancement of the awareness of decentralized collectives, particularly in the struggle 
against illegal price increases. The prime minister also spoke of the reappearance 
on the market of domestically manufactured soap. This initiative must be encouraged 
by the revolutionary system, he pointed out. On the subject of the soap, the head of 
government emphasized that locally manufactured soap had vanished from the market 
after the war and that the economic structure at that time was in favor of soap im- 
ports. 


The head of government then expressed his pleasure at the efforts made by the revolu- 
tionary system in economic matters, such as the establishment of new produce storing 
centers, improvements in the transportation system and nationalization of key eco- 
nomic sectors. 


These efforts, the speaker emphasized, were carried out jointly by the revolutionary 
power and the decentralized collectives. 


He then emphasized the importance of the activities of socialist marketing coopera- 
tives or KPSV. There are 280 such cooperatives in the country or an average of two 
per fivondronana. 


With a view to mastering the collection of produce, the prime minister said, the 
revolutionary system has taken other steps which authorize state companies to name 
their partners who will be responsible to them; in the decentralized collectives, 
where KPSV have been established, the latter will be in charge of this operation. 


fhe KPSV will be increased in accordance with the economic development plan. Regional 
food supply committees will be set up, chaired by the chairmen of executive committees 
of faritany, he concluded. 


Let us emphasize that the CMD, which is the fifth institution of the Democratic 
Republic of Madagascar, is a consultative organ whose opinion is required concerning 
any national defense and economic and social development program. 


To these effect, it is participating in the formulation of economic and social de- 


velopment projects whose implementation has been entrusted to the people's Armed 


Forces. 


5 | 5/7 
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ETHNIC SYSTEM DRAWS CRITICISM OF MIXED COUPLES 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 7 Oct 81 p 4 


[Text | 





ETHNIC CLASSIFICATION in terms of 
SW A’s interim government system has drawn 
severe criticism from mixed-marriage couples 


in the Territory. 


“The ethnic second-tier 
government system has been 
designed to protect minority 
group interests. It also crushes 
individual choice,” a German- 
speaking Windhoek resident, 
Mr Uwe Sack said in an inter- 
view with Sapa. 

Mr and Mrs Sack are one of 
the Territory's estimated 100 
mixed couples who wedded 
after the abolition in 1977 of 
the Mixed Marriages Act. The 
measure was rescinded by the 
first Administrator General of 
SWA, Mr Justice MT Steyn. 

Today, Mr Sack (classified 
White) and Mrs Sack (clas- 
sified Coloured) have two 
children. 

“| pay income tax to the 
Administration for Whites. 
Yet | am not entitled to enrol 
my children in a White school 
or to talee them to a hospital 
for Whites,” Mr Sack said. 

Education to secondary 
school level and hospital ser- 
vices are among the Govern- 
ment functions resorting under 
the jurisdiction of the ethnic 
representative authorities. 


11 GROUPS 
In terms of Proclamation 
AG 8, which serves as a type 
of interim constitution for the 
ferritory, there are 11 ethnic 
groups in SWA. 


They are: Owambo, White, 
Damara, Herero, Baster, 
Caprivian, Coloured, Nama, 
Kavango, Bushman and 
Tswana. 

Legislation governing the is- 
suing of identity documents re- 
quires Namibians to be 
registered according to their 
ethnig groups. 

Mr Sack said. expectations 
had been around by talk of “a 
twelfth group” who would 
simplv be called “Namibians” 


and administered by the first- — 


tier authority. 

“But the twelfth group, to 
whom we really belong, does 
not exist,” Mr Sack said. 

“We do not want to be part 
of any of the other group. If I 
give my wholehearted support 
to any single ethnic group, I 
will be insulting my wife. 

Mr Sack’s views are echoed 
by a Windhoek businessman 
who is running a publishing 
concern but does not want to 
be identified. 

“We want the freedom to be 
classified either with a par- 
ticular ethnic group or Nami- 
bians.” 

The businessman, a British 
subject, is married to a 
Coloured woman from Stellen- 
bosch in the Cape. The couple 
have two children. 


NAMIBIA 
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“Preferably, there should be 
no classification at all. We 
want to be Namibians,” he 
said. 

“The preoccupation with 
ethnicity is wrong and costly 
for such a small population.” 

Mr Sack said ethnic clas- 
sification prevental SWA's 
population of one rnillion to 
foster a national identity, and 
divided families. 

“I should be able to bring up 
my children in the belief that 
they are first and foremost 
Namibians,” he said. 

REVERSED 

“Instead, the situation is 
reversed — the first loyalty is 
to the ethnic group and then to 
the national state.” 

Mr Sack said in his view it 
would be impossible for an 
American Negro or a South 
African Zulu, for instance, to 
acquire SWA citizenship, 
because they could not be 
classified among any of the ex- 
isting ethnic groups. 

If a White should marry a 
Herero and they had children, 
Mr Sack said, three ethnic 
authorities would be governing 
one household. 

Along with the abolition in 
1977 of the Prohibition of 
Mixed Marriages Act, Mr 
Justice Steyn revoked a sec- 
tion in the Immorality Act 
dealing with sexual intercourse 
between Whites and members 
of other races. 

Mixed couples who emerged 
in Windhoek’s streets after the 
repeal of the legislation found 
themselves subjects of harass- 
ment and even assault. 


NO HOSTILITY 

Asked whether attitudes had 
since changed towards mixed 
couples, Mr Sack said that 
since the beginning of the year 
he had. detected no hostility to 
mixed couples. 

“Of course, in country 
towns one may still attract the 
odd stare.” 

Mr Sack said embarrassing 
and inconvenient barriers still 
occurred. Some doctors main- 
tained separate waiting rooms 
and he and his wife had to wait 
separately before taking their 
children in for medical ex- 
amination. . 

The Windhoek publisher 
said his family had en- 
countered “nothing but 
goodwill and acceptance at all 
levels.” 

“Of course, we do not got to 
places where exposure is ill- 
advised.” 


SENSITIVE 

Mixed couples were still a 
sensitive issue for many people 
and it was best “to avoid situa- 
tions that could provoke con- 
frontation.” 

He added: "a mixed mar- 
riage is a very personal choice. 

“People should not rush into 
it for the sake of integrating.” 

Cultural differences and dif- 
ferences of approach even to 
everyday problems added to 
marital strains in a mixed mar- 
riage, he said. 

“Integration or segregation 
should not be enforced. 

“Neither should the people 
of SWA be seen as a snooker 
set, with different colours and 
different values.” — Sapa 
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BRIEFS 


SWAPO MEMBERS IN JAIL--Twelve Swapo members were sentenced to one year's imprison- 
ment in the Gobabis Magistrate's Court on Monday following their arrest near the 
Botswana border at the weekend. Amongst them is Jason Angula, Swapo's ex-Secretary 
for Labour in SWA. The group, which includes three minors, was charged under Act 34 
of 1955 known as the "Departure from the Union Regulation Act." The names of the 
remaining eight, excluding the minors are Nikolaas Ekela, Chairman of the Swapo's 
Elders Council, Daniel Hamutenya, Johannes Shitaleni, Petrus Uughulu, Karel Muukua, 
Magdalena Severis, Miriam Epangerua, Maja Absalom, A Inna, H Unwanga, and Selima 
Ndahambelela. Nine of the accused were sentenced to one year's imprisonment of 
which six months were suspended for five years, and the other three to one year all 
of which suspended for five years. It was reported that the group was arrested on 
the farm Sandfontein near Buitepos. [Text] [Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in 
English 7 Oct 81 p 3] 
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SAUDL LOAN--Niger Planning Minister Brah Mamane and Saudi Arabia's minister for 
finance and national economy signed a loan agreement on 29 September in Riyadh. 
The loan, which is for $15 million, helps strengthen Niger's balance of payments. 
It is interest free and repayable in 10 years with 5 years of grace. [Excerpt] 
[AB171253 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 14 Oct 81] 


CSO: 4719/109 


66 











NIGERIA 


OLL CUSTOMERS OFFERED $1.50 PER BARREL REBATE 
AB212142 Paris AFP in French 1805 GMT 21 Oct 81 


[Text] London, 21 Oct (AFP)--Nigeria has just offered its oil customers a 
temporary and supplementary rebate of $1.50 per barrel, retroactively to 1 October, 
under the conditions that the bills will be settled within a period of 30 days, 

it was learned Wednesday from London oil circles. 


Of late, Nigeria granted its customers up to 120-days payment period, the same 
sources say. 


This new reduction, which is in addition to the $4 rebate introduced last August 
following the failure of the last OPEC conference, brings Nigeria's current oil 

price to $34.5 per barrel, which relatively is slightly lower than the price of 

Saudi oil. Although in fact, Saudi oil sells for $32 per barrel, Nigerian oil, 

because of its superior quality and its proximity to the big North American and 

Furopean consumer centers, is generally sold at a $3 premium. 


(he OPEC countries are to meet at the end of next week in Geneva to try and reach 
a unified price level which will bring up the Saudi oil to $34 per barrel. 


Nigeria would, on its part, bring its basic price down from the present $40 to 


probably $37 (including the quality and geographical proximity premium) and 
would abolish all its reductions. 


In oil circles, the decision by Nigeria to communicate the supplementary reduction 
by telex to its customers a week before the Geneva extraordinary conference is 
evidence either of a desire to speed up the settlement of bills to meet a pressing 
foreign exchange need or a desire to put pressure on some still recalcitrant OPEC 
members to pressure them to adopt a positive attitude in Geneva this time. 
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NIGERIA 


EFFORTS REPORTED TO CURB ATTACKS ON DIPLOMATS 
Eight Arrested 
AB210902 Paris AFP in English 0728 GMT 21 Oct 81 


[Text] Lagos, 21 Oct (AFP)--Eight people have been arrested as suspects in the 
murder near here last week of British High Commission (Embassy) Secretary Maud 
Eagleton, police disclosed Tuesday. 


A spokesman said the eight were thought to have killed Mrs Eagleton and injured 
her husband while trying to steal their car. 


He added that 15 people had been arrested in the city last weekend for involvement 
in an extensive racket of smuggling arms hidden in books. 


Campaign To End Attacks 
AB220750 Lagos NAN in English 0705 GMT 22 Oct 81 


[Report by Lawrence Ukwu] 


[Text] New York, 21 Oct (NAN)--Nigeria has called for an international campaign 
aimed at educating people all over the world on the need to curb criminal and 
offensive attacks on diplomatic personnel. 


The call was made in New York today by the representative of Nigeria in the sixth 
committee of the UN General Assembly which deals with legal matters, Gboko Yough, 
during a session of the committee which examined attacks on members of the diplo- 
matic corps in parts of the world. 


Mr Yough said that such a campaign would go a long way toward exposing to all 


people the dangers and threat they posed to world peace by perpetrating acts of 
vandalism on diplomats. Mr Yough further recommended that countries that conti- 
nually violated legal rules on diplomatic immunity should be black-listed with the 
purpose of taking drastic measures against them. 


The Nigerian representative assured members of the committee that Nigeria would 
continue to uphold the Vienna conventions of 1961 and have been no breaches of 
those conventions on the Nigerian soil and no Nigerian representative or property 
has been the subject of willful attack. 
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According to UN official records made available to the News Agency of Nigeria, 
NAN, in New York today, last year there were 400 incidents involving breaches of 
diplomatic immunity in about 60 countries. According to the records, the most 
tragic incident occurred in October last year, when the Turkish consul general 


in Sydney and another official of the Turkish consulate in Sydney were assassinated 
by two terrorists who escaped on a motorcycle. 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


DENATIONALTZATION OF OIL INDUSTRY--Port Harcourt, 22 Oct (NAN)--The River State 
governor, Chief Melford Okilo, has called for the transfer of the management of 
the country's oil industry to indigenous hands. The governor told a five-man 
delegation of the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Board which called on him on 
Tuesday that such an arrangement would save the nation from the intricacies of 
international oil politics. Chief Okilo also believed that more profit would be 
made if private companies were allowed to run the industry. The governor complained 
about some companies based in the state which were undermining the interest of 
his administration. He warned that his government would not tolerate a situation 
which would prevent it from participating in ventures in which it had interests. 
[Text] [AB221040 Lagos NAN in English 1020 GMT 22 Oct 81] 
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SENEGAL 


MDP'S GAMBIAN CONFEDERATION REJECTION 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 2 Oct 81 p 16 


[Text ] 


DAKAR, October 1 - Senegal's opposition People's Demo- 
cratic Movement (MDP) said here yesterday it disapproved of a confe- 
deration with Gambia proposed by Gambian leader Dawda Jawara 
after Senegalese troops in August crushed an attempted coup against 
him. | 


The MDP, a Socialist self-management party headed by 
former Premier Mamadou Dia, said the confederation would be the 
result of force of arms. 


It would pose political and technical problems concernin 
monetary zones and freedom of movement, and would also increase 
Senegal's burdens inopportunely at a time when it was itself 
already faced with serious economic and financial problems, the 
party said. 


On internal affairs, the MDP condemned police raids in 
the past few weeks on members of another opposition group, the 
Democratic Party (Labour-Oriented). The authorities' action amounted 
to "political terrorism", the MDP charged. 


(The Democratic Party has reported the interrogation 
of 33 of its activists around the country, with eight of them 
still allegedly detained and subjected to torture). (A.F.P.) . 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


DIOUF ARRIVES IN DOHA--The head of state, President Abdou Diouf, arrived this 
morning in Doha, Qatar, on the third and last leg of his official visit to the 

Gulf countries. Our special envoy (?0usmane) M'baye files the following report: 
[Begin recording] The president of the republic's first day in Doha was concluded 
with a banquet given in his honor early this evening by the Qatari amir, His 
Highness Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad al Thani. All Qatari dignitaries and ambassadors 
accredited to Doha were invited to the banquet. [End recording] [Excerpts] 
[AB202127 Dakar Domestic Service in French 2000 GMT 20 Oct 81] 
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COUNTRY REPORTEDLY ENJOYS POLITICAL STABILITY 


Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 12 Sep 81 p 4 


[Text ] 


APPROACHING Lome 
by road across the marshy 
plains of neighbouring 
Ghana, the 30-storey 
Second of Februry Hotel 
and Conference: Centre 
suddenly appears on the 
honzon. 


With its 52 Presidential Suites, 
an equal number of ministenal 
apartments, several restaurants 
and a 200-seat theatre, it is one 
of the most luxunous hotcls in 
West Afinca. It is also the lynch- 
pin i the government's policy of 
making this small country 4 ma- 
jor centre of tounsm and inter- 
national conference trade. 

Diplomats say this one-party 
State enjoys a primary ingre- 
dient for successful tourism: 
political stability. 

Weekend toursts from the 
economic and social turmoil of 
logo’s neighbours, Ghana and 
Nigeria, flock to Lome as an 
oasis in a troubled region. The 
President. General Gnassingbe 
Eyadema, who led a military 
coup in 1967, has held = for 
more than 14 years with the help 
of a strong pohce force. 

Innumerable portraits of the 

logolese leader. blown up to 
billboard size or mimaturised on 
the lapel badges worn by many 
Logolese, project a shrewdly- 
conceived image of benevolent 
paternalism. 


In Togo, open criticism of the 
General is not tolerated and the 
Togolese know that the cost of 
arousing the strict disciplinary 
instincts of their leader can be 
high) The government argues 
that the General's firm grip 
keeps the country on a steady 
course toward greater develop- 
ment 


Officials point out there has 
been a certain liberalisation of 
the government with the election 
of a dy -member National 
Assembly, and the passage of a 
Constitution in December, 1979. 
At the same time, General 
Eyadema was re-clected as the 
only candidate of Togo’s sole 
political party, the Togolese 

ople’s Rally with slightly less 
than 100 per cent of the vote. 

Togo’s National Assembly 
was dissolved and the old Con- 
stitution abolished after General 
Eyadema took power. Diplo- 
mats say the Assembly's 67 de- 
puties, chosen by the party, have 
shown few signs of exercising 
any real independence from the 
executive. Assembly sessions are 
held in the national party head- 
quarters. 

Western diplomats say Togo’s 
ambitious programme of build- 
ing hotels throughout the coun- 
try has a good chance of success 
and represents a reasonable op- 
tion for a country with no known 
reserves of strategic metals and 
considerable natural attractons. 

But the diplomats are less 
sanguine about the prospects of 
the Second of February Hotel, 
built at a cost of 35 billion 
C.F.A. frances (120 million dol- 
lars) or half Togo’s 1980 budget. 
Sources close to the government 
say the construction of the hotel 
was a gamble at attracting the 
permanent scat cf the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity (O.A.U.) 
to Lome. 

But 18 months after the 
hotel's opening. the O.A.U. re- 
mains firmly installed in Addis 
Ababa and the hotel's occupan- 
cy rate is sull only a fraction of 


apacity. 
ens’e older hotels have 
reached occupancy levels of 65- 
80 per cent. the government 


says. The Second of February 
was Clearly the biggest gamble in 
an ambitious investment prog- 
ramme which left this country of 
2.5 million with a:debt of 
about one bilhon dollars. 
When the price of Togo's 
primary export. phosphates. 
quadrupled in 1974, the govern- 
ment seized the chance to ex- 
pand the narrow base of an 
economy which depended on 
phosphates. cocoa and coffee for 


90 a cent of its exports. 
in spending continued 


even "  ¢ ate prices 


fruits of 
the he pending sre have been 


guatetand esoutmnic difficulties. 


External debts have had to be 
prs cag ag Rc i oo 
> ph ebruary of year, 

and diplomats say a third resche- 


duling’ is likely 40 1963. 
Just over six months into the 
comes 


consecutive two-year 
IMF (International Monetary 


' Togo will be unable to ser “2 
18 te 20 billion CFA francs (62 
to 68 million dollars) of its exter- 


expors, the high price of im- 
phate goutustion, “a Miniter 


that the re- 


TOGO 
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Spending in the late 1970s 
gave Togo an oi refinery with an 
annual capacity of one millon 
tonnes, a steel mill which can 

oduce 20,000 tonnes of 
orcing rods annually, a SO 
lion dollar texnile plant and a 
million dollar cement clinker 
plant owned jointly with Ghana 
and the Ivory Coast. 

The oi refinery opened in 
January i978 but shut down 
seven ‘nonths later with debts of 
more than 40 million dollars. Ii 
re-opened in Apmnil 1979 under 
new management and made 
enough money to pay off all 
debts before high crude oil 
= forced it to close again 

ve months ago. 

Profitable operations at the 
refinery are possible, depending 
on world prices for refined pro- 
ducts, economists say, but pros- 

cts for the steel mill, which is 
orced {0 import scrap, ene 
and management to run the 
plant, and which operates only 
periodically, are less en 
couraging. 

The opening of the textile 
plant has been delayed due to 
management disagreements and 
the clinker plant was forced to 
shut down from mid-July to mid- 
August when the re cut off 
its supply of fuel oi. Refinery 
sources said was imicr- 
rupted because the plant had not 
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They also say that private 
commerce and services including 
banking operate very successful- 


ir production”, one 

said. “That's = 
everybody in Africa dreams 
owt — and in Togo it’s true.” 
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RAZING OF ‘VILLAGES--A togolese opposition movement-in-exile asserted today that , 
soldiers had razed villages, killed livestock and beaten peasants to clear them off 
land earmarked for the extension of a national park in the West African state, The 
Togolese Democratic Movement charged in a statement here that the Lome Government 
had recently ordered the evacuation of an entire area adjacent to the Keran reserve, 
in Northern Togo. In a "commando operation led by a high-ranking officer, all the 
villages were destroyed (and) recalcitrant farmers were brutalized by police and 
soldiers and saw their fields and cattle destroyed". The scatement said some 
villagers fled into neighbouring Ghana and others to Mango, in Togo, where they 
remained homeless and were being fed by local authorities. The opposition group 
also said that 60 suldiers were posted around the seized land with orders to shoot 
on sight if anyone tried to re-enter it. [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 

25 Sep 81 p 17] 


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE UP--More than 70 per cent of Togolese children have been admitted 
to schools at the beginning of the new school year, a 10 per cent improvement over 


a 


the figure for last year. The greatest improvement comes in primary schools, which 


have enrolled 484,272 children this year. Secondary schools have admitted 107,000 
pupils. Togo has a population of 2.5 million. [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English , 


FTREWOOD LOAN--France's central economic cooperation fund has made a loan of 2.3 


million dollars to Togo for the planting of 1,600 hectares (4,000 acres) of quick- 
rowing eucalyptus. The trees will supply firewood for the Lome district. [Text] 
(Paris AFRICA AFP in English 25 Sep 81 p 17} 
ad 








KAUNDA SAYS ZAMBIAN DISSIDENTS BEING TRAINED IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 2 Oct 81 p l 


[Article by Dennis Kapata] 


[Excerpt ] 


BETWEEN 500 
and 600 Zambian 
dissidents are being 
trained in South 
Africa with the aim 
of destabilising the 
country, President 
Kaunda_ disclosed 
here today. 


The racist regime’s 
involvement in the in- 
ternal affairs of the 
country would be known 
during the treason trial. 

Dr Kaunda made the dis- 
closure in an interview with for- 
mer Times of Zambia business 
editor Ruth Weiss now with 
the Link-up Radio Services 
(Trust) in London. 

The President said Pretoria 
was involved tn an attempt to 
rescue the alleged coup 
plotters from detention. 

Dr Kaunda, who was ex- 
pluining the situation” in 
Southern Africa particularly 
the Namibian tissue. did not 


indicate when the Zambian 
dissidents went to South 
Africa. 

There were about 5,000 
Zimbabweans and _ 10.000 
Mozambican rebels in South 
Africa with the same aim of 
destabilising their countries. 

On Zambian dissidents. he 
said. the Government had 
established that they were be- 
tween 500 to 600. Originally, 
the Government thought they 
were about | 000. 
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UNZA PROBE COMMISSION TOLD UNZA NEEDS OVERHAUL 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 7 Oct 81 p 1 


C 


(Text | 


& 7 
o\ 


): 


THE accounts depar- 
tment of the Univer- 
sity of Zambia is in a 
mess because some of 
the people manning it 
are ‘‘inconipetent.”’ 
Unauthorised borrowing, 
misuse of funds and other 
financial malpractices have 
contributed to the mess, 
the commission of inquiry 
probing the affairs of the 
university heard yesterday. 

Chairman of the Party 
committee at the Lusaka 
campus, Mr Sitwala Lipa. 
lile told the commission in 
his submission that: ‘‘The 
whole system needs over. 
hauling.”’ 

He charged that each 
time the university had 
moncy for loans, it was all 
borrowed by the ‘‘big fish”’ 

leaving the junior staff with 
nothing. 

The prioritics are wrong 
because, Mr Lipalile 
alleged, the central 
administration spent the 
little money available pur- 
chasing non-essential times 
chasing non-essential items 
which later gathered dust 
in the storeroom. 
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Some of the machines 
bought had not been used 
for a long time and nobody 
could explain why they 
were bought, he claimed. 

He gave an example of a 
drilling machine that had 
been lying Idle in the 
School of Mines for a long 
time until his committee 
queried why it was not 
being utilised. 

No checks are carried out 
because some top adminis. 
trative officers are also 
guilty of some of the irre. 
gularities,’* he charged. 

Dr Gatian Lungu, head 
of the correspondence 
department and _ acting 
chairman of the Zambian 
Academic Caucus, said the 
administration should be 
pruned to save money. 

Some top officers, he 
said, had two secretaries 
and a confidential secre. 
tary. This caused dupli. 
cation of work. 

The academic staff were 
suffering because the insti. 
tution continued to main. 
tain a top heavy admini. 
stration at @ great cost, Dr 
Lungu said. 

Dr Lungu and the secre. 
tary of the Zambian Aca. 
demic Caucus, Mr Geoffrey 





Lungwagwa both said the 
administration was weak 
resulting in ancillary staff 
such as cleaners bein 
under.utilised because 
lack of strict supervision. 


The university bookshop 
no longer had sufficient 
text books, Dr Lungu said. 


And nodding in approval, 
chairman of the commis. 
sion, Mr Wesley Nyirenda 
said: ‘‘We visited the 


university bookshop last: 


week and it did not look 
like one. It looked like a 


Cae \ need school 
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SWAPO DETAINEES’ RELEASE 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 Oct 81 p 5 


[Text ] 
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TWO Namibian girls married to Zambians who were 
rounded up-last week for allegedly ‘‘deserting 


SWAPO have been released. 


This follows the intervention 
of Minister of Legal Affairs 
and  Attornev-General Mr 
Gibson ae Lt were 
released on Tuesday to join 
their husbands in Ndola and 
Kitwe. 

This was confirmed in Ndola 
vesterdav by a lawver from 
Ellis and Company who was 
engaged by the husbands of 
the women to secure their 
release on the grounds that the 
partv cadres had resigned 
from SWAPO. 

The lawyer who did not 
want to be named said he had 
written a letter to Mr Chigaga 
demanding an_ explanation 
over the, detention and inti- 
mated that he would file a 
writ of habeas corpus if he was 
not given an answer. 

He said Mr Chigaga was 
satisfied that the Nam'‘hians, 
Mrs Hertha lifo Bwalya and 
Mrs Helvis Sheya Chipawa 
were legally married to Mr 
Lloyd Bwalya and Mr Daltons 
Chipawa respectively. Another 
Namibian Mrs Rosa Martin 
Mukuwa who is married to Mr 
Demus Mukuwa of Ndola was 
released on Sunday morning 
on humanitarian grounds be- 
cause she had a three-week- 
old baby. 

The trio were picked up 
from their homes on Saturday 


night by SWAPO freedom 
fighters who were accom- 
panied by armed Zambian 
security forces. 

They were told they had 
deserted SWAPO and were to 


- be sent to Angola on Monday | 


18 


to be disciplined. 

Thev_ were detained at 
Ndola Central police station 
awaiting departure. 

SWAPO representative in 
Lusaka Mr Aaron Mushimba 
said the Namibians picked up 
on the Copperbelt could be 
among the list of those cadres 
sponsored by the party to 
study in Zambia, but upon 
completion of their studies, 
deserted the party to roam the 
streets. 

He said this was indiscip- 
line and the party would not 
tolerate such behaviour be- 
cause sponsored cadres were 
expected to contribute to the 
liberation of their country. 

Mr Mushimba said he was 
not against any member get- 
ting married to Zambians, but 
he did not like the idea of 
Zambians ‘‘grabbing’’ SWAPO 
cadres 

He promised that if the tric 
had documentary proof t' 
their resignation and mar- 
riages received the blessing of 
the party they would rejoin 
their husbands 














SERIOUS FAMINE REPORTEDLY HITS GWEMBE DISTRICT 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 7 Oct 81 p l 


[Excerpt ] 


CSO: 


ABOU, 2.000 villagers in 
Gwembe district whose 
crops were destroyed by 
an invading swarm of lo- 
custs are surviving on wild 
fruits because of a serious 
famine that has hit the 
area. 

District executive secte- 
tary in charge of Siavonga, 
Mr _Lubasi Mutukwa, 
warned yesterday that un- 
less appropriate action was 
taken immediately to alle- 
viate hunger, many people 
would die of starvation. 

Mr Mutukwa who has 
just completed a 10-day 
tour of Siavonga said the 
worst hit areas were Siko- 
ngo, Sianyolo and Katwe- 
bele where villagers were 
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having to walk long distan- 
ces in search of wild 
fruits. 


Although no deaths have 
so far occurred, he daid that 
people in the area were 
surviving by the grace 
of God since no relief 
measures had been under- 
taken due to lack of funds. 


Mr Mutukwa said he 
had already’ dispatched a 
team of officers to the 
area including Mwacamv- 
wa where elephants had 
also destroyed many fields, 
to ascertain the people’s 
needs and submit a report 
to the provincial headqu- 
arters in Livingstone. 

Gwembe district govern- 
or, Philemon Chipeso could 





not confirm the famine 
as he was reported to be 
in Lusaka for business 
while provincial veteri- 
nary officer, Dr Namasivy- 
an Balasubramanium, was 
on tour of Choma farms. 
Southern Province per- 
manent secretary, Mr lan 
Sikazwe said his office 
had not yet received a re- 
port from Siavonga, but 


*‘we shall wait to hear from. 


the offic.rs on the spot,”’ 
he said. 
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ZFE SEMINAR ANALYSES CAUSES OF INDUSTRIAL UNREST 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 Oct 81 p 5 


[Excerpt ] 
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‘*Dialogue on 


THE imbalance of power between. the Zambia 


Congress of Trade Unions and the Zambia 
Federation of Employers and poor communica- 
tion between the two organisations on one 
hand anc the Government on the other are 
factors contributing to industrial unrest in the 


country. 


Consolidated Tyre Servi- 
ces general manager 
Mr Gwaza Banda said 
this in Kitwe yesterday 
when he opened a 
seminar for personne! 
managers and officers 
organised by the ZFE 
at Mindolo Ecumeni- 
cal Foundation. 

“To my understanding of 
Zambian industrial relations 
the main problem areas 
include those of imbalance 
of power and influence be- 
tween the ZCTU and the 
ZFE, ineffective communi- 
cations between the Govern- 
ment, the ZCTU and the 
ZFE, poor communications 
within organisations and 
problems of balancing 
wages and prices.”’ 

The ZFE should be strength- 
ened to influence Govern- 
ment policy on economic 
matters. Mr Banda called on 
the seminar to look into 
ways in which the organisa- 
tion could be strengthened 
to make it an effective 
employers’ representative. 


industrial 
matters should be encourag 
ed initially between the 
ZCTU and ZFE with the 
Government providing 


guidance and _ conciliatory 
services.”’ 

This could only be achieved if 
there was a balance of 
power between the two 
organisations. 


The ZFE should speed up ‘ts 
efforts of bringing employer 
associations under one wing 
to improve its membership 
and quality of leadership. 

It should be encouraged to re- 
search into industrial pro- 
blems including industrial 
relations, industrial develop- 
ment, working conditions 
and legislation affecting 
industrial organisations to 
keep them relevant to 
changing needs. 


Peace 


Conflicts arising from fear and 
lack of trust would be elimi- 
nated in favour of peace, 
progress and prosperity in 
industry if consultations 
were frequently undertaken 
between the ZFE, ZCTU 
and the Government. 

Mr Banda urged participants 
to look into the relations be- 
tween the Party and works 
committees at places of 
work and managements to 
find out if these were 
necessary or could be 
merged. 
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ZR SOURCES CONFIRM GOODS TRAFFIC TO ZAIRE CONTINUING 
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[Excerpt ] 


CSO: 
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ZAMBIA Railways has not 
suspended railway traffic to 
Zaire as reported by a 
foreign radio station on 
Tuesday night, Zambia 
News Agency investiga. 
tions have revealed. 

Zambia Railways sources 
in Ndola and Lusaka have 
confirmed that traffic of 
goods from Zaire and out. 
side Zambia is still conti- 
nuing normaly to Zaire. 

Zairean Embassy coun. 
seilor Mr Nkumbi Kasongo 
Kitenge said he was un- 
aware of the alleged sus- 
pension of traffic to Zaire. 
He said he had not received 
any information from either 
the Zambian Government 
or from Zaire over the 
issue. 
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A report on the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
said on Tuesday — that 
Zambia had suspended 
railway traffic to Zaire 
because that country had 
been defaulting in paying 
transportation charges. 

There was no comment 
from Ministry of Power, 
Transport and Communica. 
tions. All efforts to contact 
the Minister, Mr Rajah 
Kunda and his Minister of 
State Mr Maxwell Lufoma 
were fruitless. 

A source at Zambia 
Railways freight section in 
Ndola said that he was not 
aware of the suspension of 
traffic to Zaire though he 
admitted that Zaire had not 
been paying transport 
charges for some time. 
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SWEDEN PROVIDES GRANT TO RUN PRIMARY, MINING SCHOOLS 
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[Excerpt ] 


ZAMBIA 


SWEDEN has granted Zambia K2.5 million to run primary schools and 
the schools of mining and engineering at the University of Zambia. 


The grant is a fol- 
low-up to another one 
signed last year be- 
tween the two coun- 
tries in which Sweden 
pledged to. service 
various educational 
programmes in Zam- 
bia between 1980-83. 


Yesterday's grant was a 
chmax of two weeks of 
talks between the two sides 
in which they reviewed 
progress made in the 
fields receiving attention 
from the Swedish Inter- 
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national Development 
Agency (SIDA). 

The two countries will 
review the progress and 
examine constraints an- 
nually. . 

Speaking for the Govern- 
ment. acting permanent 


secretary for Education and 


Culture Mr Miles Banda, 
paid tribute to the Swedish 
government for its conti- 
nued assistance to the 
nation. ° , 

It was obvious that until 
there were enough funds to 
inject in’ the educaticnal 


system proposed changes 


would not succeed. 





He hoped that Sweden's’ 


contribution would have a 
lasting effect on the Zam- 
bian educational system. 

In reply. head of develop- 


ment cooperation at the 
Swedish emdassy Mrs Brita 
Ostberg said her country 
would continue to help 
develop Zambia's educa- 
tional system. 

She added that the two 
countries shared similar 
objectives in the develop- 
ment of education. 








JAPANESE GRANTS, AID 
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[Text ] 


Speaking in his first inter- . 


JAPAN has approved a K1.5 million grant aid to Zam- 
bia for tractors, the new Japanese ambassador to 


Zambia Mr Eiji Seki said in Lusaka yesterday. 


view since his arrival a 
month ago, Mr Eiji said the 
grant, which was expected 
to be presented to the 
Zambian authorities later 
this month, was Japan's 
contribution to the cperation 
food production programme 
launched by President 
Kaunda last year. 


The envoy said his govern- 


ment had approved another 
K2,000 donation in medical 
equipment to the Ministry 
of Health. 


‘He said the medical equip- 


ment was in addition to the 
K3,000 worth of drugs 
donated to the University 
Teaching Hospital early this 
year. 


He said five major Japanese 
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construction firms had 
tendered for the construc- 
tion of the K6 million child- 
ren's wing at the UTH 
funded by his government 
and work was expected to 
begin next month. 


Project 


Mr Eiji said feasibility studies 
on the micro-wave links had 
been completed and that the 
two countries were discuss- 
ing the K2S million loan for 
the project. 

A nine-man Japanese team 
was currently studying, the 
ten-year-old nitrogen 
chemicals plant in Kafue 
with a view to rehabilitate it. 

The piant was old and operat- 
ing below capacity but the 
team would determine the 
degree of repair work re- 
quired to bring it to full 
capacity. 

Asked on Japan's possibility to 
develop one of the State 
farms, he said the two 
countries were. exchanging 
views on what form of 
agricultural development 
should be given to Zambia 
although Japan was con- 
sidering this country’s grant 
for a K32 million loan to buy 
land clearing machines. — 
Zana. 
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AUSTRALIA PROVIDES GRANT FOR GOODS IMPORTS 
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[Article by Dennis Kapata] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


AUSTRALIA is to give Zambia k2.5 | 
during the period 1981/82 to 1983/84 for importa- 


tion of goods. 

Under the agreement, Aus- 
tralia will make available 
to Zambia goods and ser- 
vices. 

The accord was signed bys 
Finance Minister Mr Kebby 
Nlusokotwane and Austra- 
lian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mr Tony Street. 

This has been announced in a 
memorandum of understan- 


ding between the two 
countries. The memo- 
randum is a_ result of 


President Kaunda’'s official 
state visit to Australia. 

The memorandum said_ in 
future years, the grant 
would be determined every 
year between the two 
governments in accordance 
with Australian bilateral al- 
locations to Zambia. 

Among goods Zambia would 
import from Australia would 
be raw materials for use by 
parastatal bodies, construc- 
tion materials, agricultural 
inputs such as fertilisers, 
agricultural chemicals, 
seeds and livestock for 
breeding purposes. 

Manufactured goods will in- 
clude, agricultural, mining, 
transport, construction and 
industrial development 
equipment. 


4700/128-E 


million grant 


Other equipment will be for 
marine, communications, 
laboratory, power genera- 
tion and transmission, water 
and medical. 

And Zana reports: The 
Zambian Government will 
shortly open and maintain 
a non-interest-bearing ac- 
count to hold a working 
balance with the reserve 
Bank of Australia in Sidney 
from which payments for 
goods imported will be 
made. 

To facilitate transactions, the 
Zambian Government will 
appoint a local agent to ar- 
range for the importation of 

oods, until Zambia esta- 
lishes a mission in Aus- 
tralia. 

The Australian government 
will meet the transportation 
costs. including shipping, 
handling, storage and de- 
murrage charges up to the 
port of entry while Zambia 
will meet the costs incurred 
within her borders. 

The grant is expected to go a 
long way in meeting some of 


Zambia's present equip- 
ment and raw material 


shortages. At the moment 
Australia supplies Zambia 
with wheat and dairy pro- 
_ ducts. 
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bonds: the language. the 
system of values. its educa- 
tion through the English 
language,’ he told the 
Commonwealth summit. 

But tack of vision of the 
future might reduce that 
through economic and im- 
migration policies, the 
foreign minister, who is 
leading Malaysia’s delega- 
tion to the summit, said. 

“tt will become so that only 
government supported scho- 
lars or the children of the 
very rich will get the sort of 
education thes used to 
have,” he said. 

The Muaiaysian government, 
along with many others 
in the Commonwealth, has 
complained to the British 
government about cconomy 


cuts that have’ increased 
fees for students going to 
British colleges and uni- 
versilies. 
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LIVINGSTONE MOTOR ASSEMBLERS CLOSES INDEFINITELY 
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[Excerpt ] 
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LIVINGSTONE Motor Assemblers has been closed 
down indefinitely, an Indeco spokesman said in 


Lusaka yesterday. 


Fhe closure was indefinite 
until the company was allowed 
sufficient foreign exchange to 
bring in car components and 
other replacements. 

The closure would adversely 
affect the current diversifica- 
tion programme aimed af 
introducing other models at 
the plant and would result in 
redundancies. 

The board of directors 
which met in Lusaka yesterday 
expressed serious concern at 
the deteriorating situation of 
the company. 

It was particularly concern- 
ed at the increase in the 
number of cars recently 
imported using foreign ex- 
change which could have 
easily been used to bring in 
more assembly components 
for LMA. 


The spokesman cited a 
recent application for letters of 
credit worth KS0.000 for 
replacement parts to complete 
assembling SO vehicles which 
has not yet been approved. 

The plant closed down on 
August 1, and about 1150 
workers were sent on leave at 
half-pay in the hope that 
components would arrive 
soon. 

The company was to use the 
period of the closure to 
accommodate work on the 
diversification of the plant 
but this had not been possible 
because of lack of foreign 
exchange. 


In the circumstances, LMA © 


has no alternative but to 
extend the period of closure. 
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BUMPER MAIZE CROP COLLECTION INCURRING PROBLEMS 


Expected 11 Million Bags 
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[Text ] 


THE collection of the expected 11 million 
bags bumper maize harvest has run into a 
maze of difficulties ranging from lack of 
funds to impassable roads leading to rural 


depots. 

Chairman of the Southern Province Cooperative 
Marketing Union Mr Amos Walubita said in Choma 
yesterday his union had run out of funds to pay 
farmers for their crop. | 

The situation had been aggravated by the Government's failure 
to give the union its annual grants since last year. now totalling 
K15 million. 

Mr Walubita said the K18 million overdraft which the SPCMU 
got from a bank had been exhausted on paying farmers. 

‘Unless the Government releases the K15 million in time. we 
shall not be able to pay for more than 600.000 bags of maize col- 
lected from farmers.’ . . 

If there were no immediate positive developments Mr Walubita 
would have no alternative but to meet Prime Minister Mundia in 
Lusaka over the issue. | 

This is because even after the union had sent its marketing 
manager Mr Thomas Mudaala to Lusaka for talks with top officials 
at the Cabinet Office and Department of Marketing and 
Cooperatives, there was no assurance that the Government would 
release the money. 


Last month SPCMU genera! 
manager Mr Hassan Rama- 
swamy told Central Committee 
Member Mr Kapasa Makasa 
who visited Choma that 
uuless the union. received 
more money from the Govern- 
ment, it would not pay farmers 
for their crops. That was after 
Mr Makasa had given the 
union a two-week ultimatum to 
pay farmers. 

More than 34,000 bags otf 
maize are threatened with 
destruction by rains at Maso 
mpe in Namwala and the 
southern part of Kalomo 
because of poor roads 


Mr Waiubita said the road 
to Masompe was impassable 


to heavy duty trucks because - 


of tts muddy condition and 
those south of Kalomo were 
too narrow for the big vehicles. 
In Chipata it is reported 
that one million bags of maize 
bought by the Eastern Pro- 
vince Cooperative Union are 
exposed at main depots 
because of lack of tarpaulins. 
Minister of Works and 
Supply and chairman of con- 
tingency coordinating commit- 
tee Mr Haswell Mwale directed 
the Zambia Cooperatives 
Federation to despatch 2,000 
tarpaulins to the area. 
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Mr Mwale ordered Nam- 
board to ensure that haulers 
from’ the province carried 
tarpaulins to protect maize 
from rains. 

Mr Mwale on a tour of the 
province was told thas- the 
cooperative union had deliver- 
ed 1.134.247 bags of maize 
to its main depots. 

The union needed ten light 
commercial vehicles to tran- 
sport 40,000 bags of maize 
and 20.000 bags of other crops 
from outlying rural depots. 


But the ZCF has delivered 
to the EPCU _ tarpaulins 
ordered from Malawi for the 
union. a company spokesman 
said. 

The union had made its own 
arrangements to bring in 
tarpaulin covers from Bombay 
in India but they had not 
arrived. 

The spokesman said ZCF 
planned to charter a Zambia 





Airways cargo plane to air- 
freight tarpaulin covers from 
India next week. 

In Ndola, Namboard has 
received 300 tarpaulins to 
cover maize to protect it from 
rains. 

District manager Mr 
Gracewell Nkhata said the 
tarpaulins arrived a wee. 7go 
and dispelled fears that maize 
at Bwana Mkubwa depot was 
soaked bv rains thar hit 
rains could not damage the 
maize which was still not 
off-loaded from wagons by 
yesterday. 


There was fear from Ndola 
residents that the bumper 
harvest would be affected by 
the unexpected rains. 


A Zambia Railways official 
confirmed that 68 wagons 
carrying maize from the south 
arrived in Ndola uncovered. 


Farmers Responding to Production Appeals 
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[Text ] 


THERE is tremendous response from commercial and small-scale tarmers to 
increase maize production for self-sufficiency as well as for export market. 


Power Equipment 
general manager Mr Tim 
Marshall said this in 
Lusaka yesterday when 
he commented on the 
arrival of four new 140 
HP Massey Ferguson 
tractors from Italy via 
Zimbabwe tor commer- 
cial farmers. 

He said following Govern- 


ment directives to increase 
maize production, a lot of 


farmers in the commercial and 
small-scale sectors were 
increasing their hectarage. 


Mr Marshall said with this 
enthusiasm he was optimistic 
the country should produce 
more maize next year to even 
enter the export market. 


The four tractors were 
brought into the country with 
the help of a Zimbabwean firm 
— Affretair — which air- 
freighted the vehicles from 
Kenya to Salisbury because it 
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was cheaper than bringing 
them directly to Lusaka. 

Mr Marshall said _ that 
Zambian farmers recently re- 
quired a shipment of tractors 
from Italy as a matter of 
urgency and that important 
work had to be completed 
before the start of the rain 
season. 

In the meantime the four 
tractors were in Nairobi and 
Affretair, Zimbabwe's na- 
tional cargo airline came to the 
rescue. 














Cou: 
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This was because of their 
roomy cargo aircraft which has 
hatches big enough to allow 
these agricultural vehicles. 

Even with the large entry 
hatches, the rear wheels of 
each tractor had to be dis- 
mantied to get the tractors 
into plane. The total shipment 
value which weighed 22,130 
kilos was valued at about 
K11,59S. 

On arrival in Salisbury, the 
rear wheels were re-assembI!- 
ed and transported to Lusaka 
by Power Equipment. 

Mr Marshall said the speed 
with which the tractors were 
brought into the country 
demonstrated the growing 
interest from all farmers in 
boosting maize production. 
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LINTCO FORECASTS BUMPER COTTON CROP NEX’ YEAR 
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[Text } 


CSO: 


THE Lint Company (Lintco) is poised to produce about 28 million kg of cotton 
next year if the weather will be favourable, general manager Mr 


William Mantanyani said in-Lusaka yesterday. 


This forecast is based 
on the company’s im- 
proved input supplies tc 
farmers and comprehen- 
sive training program- 
mes. 

Mr Mantanvani said the 
company was now studying 
the price of cotton. which 
now stands at 47n akg, with a 
view of increasing it. 

ine support his company 
got from the European Econo- 
mic Community (EEC) was 
making a great impact on the 
cotton industry in the country. 

Trucks and motorcycles 
brought in by the EEC 
had improved the supply of 
inputs to farmers so greatly 
that even some areas which 
were impassable to motor 
vehicles were being reached 
by the motorcyclists. 

ine construction of I5 
cotton depots in rural areas 
was expected to be completed 
by the end of this” vear 
together with two provincial 
depots at Mumbwa_§ and 


Monze. A_ central depot is 
being built in Lusaka. 
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“The EEC programme has 
made us provide better ser- 
vices to the farmers.’’ said 
the general manager. 


Under the programme. tar- 
mers have been taught latest 
techniques in cotton farming 
while extension officers were 
taught how to help the 
emergent farmers. 


“Our efforts are devoted 
to the training of extension 
workers and some farmerts.”” 


Bumper 


Mr Mantanyani said 
because of improvements in 
transport. input supply and 
training, the company hoped 
to buy about 28 million 
kg of cotton in 1982 compared 
to the projected 23 million kg 
this A 

“it all goes well, and 
allowing for good weather. 
we should have a bumper 
harvest.” 

He said a total of K7 
million had been paid to 
farmers for their produce 
this year for nearly 16 million 
kg bought. 
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PARTY OFFICIAL ACCUSES POLICE OF ENCOURAGING CATTLE RUSTLING 


Lusakz, TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 6 Oct 81 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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A PARTY ward chairman has accused some special 
constables and policemen of encouraging cattle rust- 


ling in Kabwe Rural. 

Kalola ward chairman Mr 
William Ndalama claimed at 
the weekend that there was 
a syndicate of cattle rustlers 
whose _ activities were 
abetted by police and 
special constables. 

Addressing a meeting of 
village headmen Mr Nda- 
lama said the racketeers 
obtained permits from the 
polic rable them to sell 
cattle which they did not 
have. 

“After getting the permits. 


they go to steal the > 


animals and sell them to a 
white farmer. In some 
cases, the racketeers pay 
money to special constables 
to steal the animals for 
them.,”’ he charged. 

Mr Ndalama said special 
consjables were being used 
in the’ racket because 
they did not get paid for 
the work they did. 

During the meeting, it was 
revealed that in less than 


two months more than 100 
head of cattle were stolen 
from the area. 

Asked for a comment Central 
Division deputy police chief 
Mr Labby Kalombe said in 
Kabwe yesterday: 

‘‘We are human beings. We 
also make mistakes. If the 
chairman has evidence. let 
him come to the divisicn 
and report to the com- 
manding officer. If his 
story is true, we shall then 
take appropriate measures 
against officers involved.’ 

Mr Kalombe said police 
wanted people who had 
facts and not those who 
made ‘‘wild allegations” 
against his officers merely 
to demoralise them. 

“As a Party official. Mr 
Ndalama is. not only res- 
ponsible for Party organisa- 
tion but to ensure that there 
is security in his area by 
cooperating with the 
police.”’ 
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ECA COUNTRIES WORK OUT MINERAL STUDY PROGRAM 
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[Text } 


CSO: 


EAST and Centra! African 
(ECA) countries have work- 
ed out a study programme 
of rock formation and cha- 
racteristics in Zambia and 
Tanzania in their search for 
minerals. 

The programme to cover 
the period from 1982 — 
1984 was worked out at the 
recent Geology for Develo- 
pment in Africa meeting 
held at the Management 
Development Board in Lu- 
saka and attended by repre- 
sentatives from five coun- 
tries. 

According to the pro- 
gramme released by direc- 
tor of Geological Survey de- 
Cree in Lusaka Dr Eli 

anang’onze the regions 
to be covered are those in 
Zambia and Tanzgnia. 

They include, the iru- 
mide belt which is the area 
lying between a gine stret- 
ching from Kapiri Mposhi 
to Isoka and the; Luangwa 
River. 

Another region to be co- 
vered is the area right of a 
line starting from east of 
Isoka parallel tothe 
Zambia-Malawi border go- 
ing to Lake Tanganyika. 

‘All the countries in the 
region should take an active 
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part in the study to be fina- 
nced by member countries 
and the United Nations 
Education Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 

**Objectives would be to 
assess the mineral and eco- 
nomic potential of these 
belts and to disseminate all 
results and conclusions 
amongst the countries of 
the sub-region’’, it says. 

The study is also envisa- 
ged to provide training in 
the methods of approach to 
the various disciplines of 
rock formations and charac- 
teristics to less experienced 
geologists from all the 
countries of the sub-region. 

Among the studies to be 
carried out will include the 
chemistry of the earth, ex- 
aminations of earth's pro- 
perties. origin of metal, es- 
tablishment of the rock's 
age, study layers of rock 
deposited in these areas, 
study alteration of rocks 
due to temperature and 
pressure, study of folded 
rocks and rock in liquid 
form. 

Local relevant  institu- 
tions in both countries are 
expected to assist in the 
study. 
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“Sufficient rock speci- 
mens will be collected from 
each geological unit for pet- 
rographic study, geochemi- 
cal characterisation and 
study of metallocenic of 
belts’’, the programme 
says. 

Participants to the meet- 
ing came from Tanzania, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Gha- 
na, Belgium and UNESCO. 
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COMPANY TO PRODUCE IRRIGATION PIPES THIS MONTH 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


AMIRAN _ Trading 
Company is to start 
producing irrigation 
pipes later this 
month. 

' The company’s 
general manager, Mr 
Dan Nahmias, said in 
Lusaka that the firm 
nad already received 
equipment to be used 
in the production of 
irrigation pipes for 
farmers. 

He said that the 
company would be 
making pipes of diffe- 
rent sizes and assured 
that the firm was able 
to meet local demand. 

He said: “Provided 
we are able to get 
raw materials in time, 
we will be able to 
supply the nation’s 
needs and have a 
surplus for export.” 
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Explaining why 
there had been a de- 
lay in setting up the 
project, Mr Nahmias 
said that the company 
was waiting for the 
Zambia Electricity Su- 
pply Corporation 
(ZESCO) to make the 
necessary _ electrical 
connections. 


On exports, Mr Na- 
hmias said- that the 
company would initia- 
lly be exporting to 
neighbouring count- 
ries then to other 
nations elsewhere in 
Africa. 


Mr Nahmias said 
that countries such as 
Tanzania would bene- 
fit greatly from setting 
up the project as she 
would be able to buy 
irrigation pipes from 
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Zambia at a cheaper 
cost as compared to 
those imported from 
overseas. 

He put the invest- 
ment in the new ve- 
nture at K1 million 
and added that once 
operational, it will 
save Zambia a lot 
of money in foreign 
exchange. 

"We estimate we 


‘shall save the country 


about K600,000 every 
year in foreign excha- 
nge. In addition, we 
shall earn the country 
money by exporting 
the pipes to neigh- 
bouring countries,” he 
said. 

Initially, the compa- 
ny will employ 15 
workers who will be 
trained in the skills 
of manufacturing irri- 
gation pipes. 
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BRIEFS 


ZR ELECTRIFICATION STUDY--The long-awaited feasibility study into the electrifi- 
cation of Zambia Railways has now started, a company spokesman announced in Kabwe 
on Thursday. If electrification proved to be feasible, it would result in sub- 
stantial saving of foreign exchange which was being spent on importing diesel for 
locomotives. The study started in May and a final report was expected by March 
next year. Manager for industrial participation and public relations Mr Alex 
Lubinda said Zambia Railways had entrusted the work to Messrs Deconsult, a West 
German consulting firm. The study was being financed under the "World Bank 
railway project." Since the exercise was a capital-intensive project, it was 
found necessary that detailed technical-economic studies be made before taking 
final decision on the matter. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 3 
Oct 81 p 2] 


ETHANOL PLANT FINANCING--Indeco has found alternative sources of funds to finance 
the establishment of an ethanol plant at Nakambala Sugar Estate, a company spokes- 
man said in Lusaka yesterday. The alternative sources had already been identified 
and construction of the ethanol factory was expected to start next year. The 
spokesman was reacting to reports that Zambia had lost a K12 million deal clinched 
with Austria for the establishment of an ethanol fodder yeast plant at Nakambala. 
Indeco was working closely with its counterparts in Zimbabwe who are producing 
ethanol and the company will appoint consultants for the ethanol project soon. On 
Wednesday, Austrian ambassador to Zambia, Mr Horst Mezei said Zambia had lost the 
K12 million deal because since the two countries signed a loan agreement to start 
the plant on May 19, Zambia did not claim the money within six weeks as stipulated 
in the agreement, according to Zana. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
2 Oct 81 p 1] 


POSSIBLE WASTE OF SOVIET VACCINES--More than 2,000 doses of vaccines donated by the 
Soviet Red Cross for the immunisation of people in rural areas around Livingstone 
may go to waste because of lack of transport to deliver the medicine to the people. 
Livingstone Red Cross branch vice-chairman Mr Henry Kaluya said this yesterday 
when he appealed to business houses and organisations in the area for money dona- 
tions to buy fuel for the immunisation campaign. He said the Red Cross was anxious 
to use the vaccines before they expired next January. The doses are for whooping 
cough, tetanus and diptheria. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 Oct 

81 p 5] 
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EIB INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT LOANS--The European Investment Bank (EJB) has announced 
loans worth about K8 million for small and medium scale industrial investment in 
Zambia. The bank said in a statement it had made a ten-year loan of K6.5 million 
at eight per cent annual interest to Zambia's National Development Bank which would 
lend the money to ventures approved by the EIB. The other loan of K1.5 million 
would be used for financing feasibility studies, equity participation and loans for 
very small ventures. Interest rate would be two per cent and loans would be for up 
to 25 years. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 5 Oct 81 p 4] 


UNHCR AID TO REFUGEES--The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has 
donated K583,800 for humanitarian assistance to refugees and victims of the drought 
and famine in the Western Province. A tripartite agreement providing for the 
donation was signed at the Ministry of Home Affairs yesterday between the UNHCR, the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and the Zambian Government. UNHCR representative 

to Zambia, Mr Joseph Kuwaki signed on behalf of his organisation while Home Affairs 
acting permanent Secretary, Mr Evans Simukulwa signed on behalf of the Zambian 
Government and LWF administrator for finance and programmes, Mr Heikki Hyvarinen, 
also signed on behalf of his organisation. [Excerpt] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 
6 Oct 81 p 1] 
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COMMENTARY ON PRESIDENT SADAT'S DEATH 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 p 10 


[Editorial ] 


[Text } 


CSO: 4700/127-E 


ANOTHER world figure has fallen to the assassin’s bullet. 
Whatever the motives of those who gunned down President 
Anwar Sadat, their dastardly deed must be condemned in the 
strongest possible terms. 


President Sadat was a strong, courageous and controversial 
statesman, Such men make enemies almost as easily as they 
make friends and the Egyptian leader made more than his fair 
share of the former, particularly efter he chose to follow the path 
of peace with Israel. 


In the context of Arab solidarity and friendship it was a 
lonely and dangerouc path. That the President knew the risks that 
were involved there is no doubt. It ig a measure of his courage 
that he chose to ignore them as he pursued the course which he 
believed to be best for his country. ’ 


His passing must have a profound effect not only on Egypt 
and the Middle East but on the world. 


Will his successor or successors, continue to promote peace 
with Israel? Or will the late President’s policies be allowed to 
wither on the bough as a sacrifice to the cause of Arab unity? 

The volatile and turbulent Middle East, with its oil wealth 
and strategic importance, has long been the seene of Big Power 
meddling. In post-Sadat Egypt these pressures will almost 
certainly be intensified. 

It is a dangerous game. President Sadat played it and lost. 
Can the Egyptian people still emerge as victors? That will depend 
largely on the calibre of the new President. Ie there another 
Nasser somewhere in the nation’s military or civilian hierarchy? 
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NEW WORLD ORDER 


VITAL SAYS MUGABE 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 p ll 


[Article by Gareth Willard] 


[Text ] 


cso: 4700/127-E 


A NEW international order will not reject 


He was giving the La 
Trobe Memo Lecture 
at La Trobe University in 
Melbourne on his last 
night im the city before 
fiying home by way of 
Queensland. . 

The establishment of & 
just economic order pre- 
supposed a world in which 
the equality of all men 
was accepted = a “4 
méntal ciple the 
ae Of hemen 

on = as 
was not tolera 

The ideal of a just 
world order thus could not 
be realised until apartheid 
im South Africa was 
po “It —_ 
simply be imperm le io 
cnese last two decades of 
the 20th century that cer- 

groups of human 
bein should still be 
treated as virtual chattels 
or mere beasts of burden, 
rather than as ful] human 
beings.” 

Mr Mugabe said the 
aims of the new Govera- 
ment in Zimbabwe, to 
create a socialist society 
based on the abolition of 
exploitation, merged with 
the gemera]) aims of the 


etructurin 

“The implication has 
been that institutions 
we inherited were not 
oaly in reasonable repair 
despite the years of war, 








the masses for a pro- 
po ond struggie with no 
exclusive reliance on 
military force 


tants and net militar'cte” 

National liberation 
meant more in Zimbabwe 
then oational indeven- 
dence, “It encomvasses the 
obtective of gaining con- 
trol over, and restructur- 


“Tt means redressing 
the inatitutionalised in! 
justice that the colonia) 
syatem represented and 
putting our peonle in the 
position to control their 
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TODD EXAMINES SIGNIFICANCE OF RIDDELL REPORT 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 p 4 


[Text ] 


MANY attitudes will have 
to change if Zimbabweans 
are to carry out success- 
fully the “revolutionary” 
chang” in their lifestyle as 
contemplated and recom- 
mended by the Riddell 
Commission, the Senate 
heard yesterday. 

In a take note debate in 
the Commission's report, 
Senator Garfield Todd told 
the House: “The pro- 

pe te wnat te sper 
people what the repo 
on {ncomes, prices and 
conditions of service is all 
about.” 

The deliberations and 
recommendations of the 
commission, which was 
chaired by Mr Roger Rid- 
dell, had been governed by 
the concept of a “just 
society” in Zimbabwe 
based on the proviso that 
“a certain minimum stan- 
dard” of living was to be 
achieved by all. 

“That is the nub of the 
matter,” he added. 

Senator Todd said tire 
general picture sketched 
by the commission was 
that Zimbabwe had 90 000 
workers earning an aver- 
age of $8500 a year; 
58 000 mine-workers who 
averaged about $800 a 
vear; 229000 commercial 
farm employees with an 
average of $540 a year; 
114000 im domestic em- 
ployment averaging $360 
a year: and some 750 000 
peasant farmers with an 
average income of $220 « 
year. 


While there are actually 
750 000 t farmers, 
je A lived oa land which 
cou support only 
826 000, he added. 


“When I read evidence 
given by the poor and 


eS tl I was 
of the case 
histories of 19th century 
workers and the under- 


post-revolution situation 
and has the authority in 
this country. 


e Government is 


Senator Todd. “Our Rid- 
dell report hae been called 
for by a government 
which desperately wants 
to know what to do to 
meet the need of the 
people and which is com- 
mitted to using the 
resources of the land to 


Senator Todd said the 
commission “speaks in 
terms of three to five 
years from major change 
and I hone that this op- 
timism will be vindicated. 

“What is quite certain 
is that many attitudes will 
have to change and I 
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accept that this applies to 
me also,” added the for- 
mer prime minister of the 
then Southern Rhodesia. 

Senator Todd had no 
doubt that ‘ cies of 
laissez-faire 1 not pro- 
duce the change which the 
people of this country 
need so desperatly and so 
quickly”. 

“The guns are silent, 
and thank God for that, 
but victory for the 

"as army just clears 
-. 


By this, he said, he did 
not mean slow or little 
change. “I mean that 
peace now gives opportun- 
ity for revolutionary 
change. It is revolutionary 
change that is con- 
templated and  recom- 
mended in the report be- 


work, Senator Todd told 
the House: “Where the 
commission has high- 
lighted dire need and has 
suggested ways to meet 
the need, or warned of 
present ; the 
Government cannot ignore 
and would not wish to ig- 
nore, such facts. 
“Government may not 
accept the advice given 
and it does not have to do 
so, but in such cir- 
cumstances the ministers 


ZIMBABWE 





concerned must put for- 
ward even better pro- 
posals to meet the need.” 


Giving his views on the 
report, he said: “Fifty 
years ago I was happily 
and comfortably a capital- 
ist and a paternalist. Now 
I am uncomfortably, and 
at a very late age, de- 
claring myself a socialist 
— anyway basically a 
socialist.” 

Senator Todd said the 
commission believed that 
the attainment of accept- 
able living standards de- 
pended on the rapid 
growth of the economy 
and that the Minister of 
Economic Planning ard 
Development, Senator Ber- 


"It's alarming, encouraging and 


CSO: 


THE report of the 
Riddell Commission of In- 
quiry into Incomes, Prices 
and Conditions of Service 
was described in the 
Senate yesterday as 4a 


“remarkable document” 
for which Zimbabwe 
should be grateful. 


Introducing debate on 
the report, former prime 
minister Senator Garfield 
Todd said the report 
woulq not be welcomed 
by everyone or its recom- 
mendations accepted in 
their entirety. 

Despite this, he said: “It 
must be given high-prior- 
ity consideration by 
Government and thought- 
ful and responsible 
citizens should study at 
least those sectiong which 
are of particular interest 

to them. 

un find this report 
sliasming, depressing, 
frightening, | encouraging, 
challenging. Senator 
Todd told . House. 

Noting that the report 
was “slightly longer than 
the New Testament” wit, 
which it shared “a basic 
concern for the rand a 
common exhortation to 
men to improve their rela- 
tionship with one 
another”, Senator Todd 
said the commissioners 
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nard Chidzero, had said 
the growth rate must not 
fall below 8 percent a 
year. 

“Let us not deceive our- 
selves," Senator Todd said. 
“We could use borrowed 
money for relief purposes 
instead of spending it 
upon basic development, 
but the edifice we build 
will surely crash unless it 
has foundations of real 
growth, proportionate to 
the weight of the building 
they support. 

“The recommendations 
og the economy are not all 
acceptable to me but they 
have been carefully and 
honestly made and they 
merit painstaking con- 
sideration.” 


challenging’ 


were right to produce so 
detailed” @ picture of the 


Zimbabwe of 1980 and the 
report ri continue to 
be important as a source 
of information and advice. 

“However, the size and 
the cost of the volume, 
plus the fact that copies 
are now unobtainable, has 
put it = of reach of 

4 su; 

that te get round 
problem the report should 
be reproduced in @ con- 
densed' form as had been 
dene with Mr Willy 
Brandt's North-South 
report on economic 
reform, which had been 
reduced to a 40-page 
booklet. 

“In fact I would go 
further and suggest that 
certain chapters should 
be reproduced in vivid 
and sound = educational 
form for use in secondary 
schools, 

“T would also suggest 
that both on radio and TV 
it would be possible to in- 
troduce programmes 
which would bring in- 
formstion from the report 
with a strong impact to 
the public at large.” 

Senator Todd said the 
report wae “not only of 
vital importance for 
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Senator Todd said the 


Minister of Labour, Mr 
Kumbirai Kangai had said 
he wanted a minimum 
wag? of $150 a month, but 
the commission had 
estimated that, with 
policies of ee. it 

would be possible to 
achieve a wage of $128 a 


month in 3-5 years. 

“The limits in 

the standard of living of 
the are not set 


The debate on the Rid- 
dei report was adjourned 
until today. 


present considerati but 
it will be setereed to by 
students around the world 


dependence 
of what life was like for 


the 
New Zealand 
pang ay which has 
a in Africa 
of of tate, our sin- 
cere thanks for providing, 
at its own expense, the 


months and my motive in 
seeking a debate is to let 
the country hear what the 
Government attitude is to 
the main thrust of the 


report.” 














MUGABE SHRUGS OFF SNUBS FROM STATE PREMIER 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p l 


[Article by Gareth Willard] 


[Text } 


CSO: 


THE Prime Minister, Mr 
Mugabe, yesterday shrug- 
ged off a snub by the 
Premier of Queensland, 
Mr John Bijelke-Petersen. 


The Australian’ state 
leader refused to meet 
Mr Mugabe, or host any 
state functions, because 
of his distaste for the 
Prime Minister's socialist 
policies. ! 


Asked his reaction to 
the cold shoulder, Mr Mu- 
gabe said he did not mind. 
He had already met the 
Federal Prime Minister, 
Mr Malcolm Fraser. 

He flew to northern 
Queensiand in a Royal 
Australian Air Force 
plane for a brief visit to 
the part of Australia 
most like Zimbabwe in 
climate. 


His first port of call 
was the giant mining 
complex at Mount Isa, 
deep in the interior. The 
mine is the biggest pro- 
ducer of lead and silver 
jn the world and one of 
the largest 10 for copper. 

Although upable to go 
underground because of 
the tight schedule, Mr 


Mugabe said he was im- 
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pressed by the complex, 
its degree of modernisa- 
tion and useof technology 
that some Zimbahrean 
compaaies want to in- 
troduce. 


He also visited § the 
Mount Isa flying doctor 
base, one of only 12 in 
the whole of Australia, 
and said he would ask 
health officials to study 
the idea and see whether 
it would be adapted to 
Zimbabwe. 


He was less enthusiastic 
about the “schoo! on the 
air’ which teaches by 
radio, as it was designed 
for a sparse and scattered 
population. But he thought 
it was worthy of study 
for special problems faced 
by a few areas of Zim- 
babwe. 

The Prime Minister's 
party then flew to Towns- 
ville, the second largest 


Queensland city, and was’ 


taken to a large com- 
mercial farm, about 75 
munutes’ drive away. 
The owner, Mr Ray 
Hoey, showed Mr Mugabe 
the vast irrigate’ rice 
fields and sugar pilanta- 
tion. 


A bull stud was also 
visited in the afternoon 
before the party returned 
to the! hotel to prepare 
for a ainner hosted bv the 
Queensland Education 
Minister, Mr Bill Gunn, 
who had accompanied the 
Prime Minister during the 
afternoon. 

At the banquet Mr 
Mugabe said both north 
Queensland and Zimbabwe 
had a great deal in com- 
mon, including food sur- 
pluses. However. the Aus- 
tralians had been involved 
in the technical improve- 
ment of agriculture for a 
lot longer and there was 
much Zimbabwe could 
learn. 


The Prime Minister's 


team will arrive in Syd-- 


ney shortly after noon 
today. It will move on to 
Singapore and will then 
travel home, bly via 
India and ast Africa. 
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JUDGE HITS OUT AT GUERRILLA FACTION FIGHTS 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 5 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


A SALISSURY High Court judge yesterday described as “unforgivable” 
an attack by two national army soldiers who kicked a young privat 


senseless on learning 
that he was a former 
ZIPRA combatant. 


A third soldier and 
former ZANLA guerilla, 
Tauya Chikwangwani, was 
jalled for six years by 
Mr Justice Beck for at- 
tempted murder of the 
private. 7 

The judge found that 

Chikwangwani and a com- 
panion had probably mur- 
dered the private, Mr 
Enos Nieya, but there was 
no proof. 
Mr Nieva's death was 
“yet another tragic result 
of the factional rivairy 
between ZANLA and 
ZIPRA in the countrv 
since independence”, said 
the judge. 
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Se by two NCOs of 22 
aaa ae te Glee 

r 
Chiwaka Muchemwa — 
said the ju 


Ia his statement, Chik- 
seid he was 


MR 
him with a 


armed him and sent for 
the dattalion NCOs who 
were drinking in the 
bottle store. 

The NCOs learned that 
Mr Nieya was a former 
ZIPRA man and they 
“proceeded to beat him 
up with the utmost sever- 
ity and actually said that 
he should die”, said Mr 
Justice Beck. 

The court understood 


‘es fear of 
diso the NCOs, but 
his to drag Mr 


Nieya into the bush and 
kill him revealed “quite a 
stron cipation in the 
anti- activities of 
the NCOs”, said the 


5 Frask Smith ap- 
mared for the State and 
r Michael Gillesvie de- 
— Chikwangwani pro 
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ADVANTAGE OF ONE-PARTY SYSTEM PONDERED 


ZIMBABWE 


Salisbury THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 2 Oct 81 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


LIKE the distant rumblings of an approaching inunder- 

_ storm, the almA-daily propaganda for a one-party state is 
heraiding ZA U (PF)’s wish to eliminate party politic: in 
Zimbabwe. 

It is, on a political-philosphy level, hard to see the 
justification for such a policy. However, seen in the light of 
real-politik, it seems that the present government is 
determined to remain in power. The threat of an alternative 
government will be removed with the introductior of a one- 
party constitution. 

It is doubtful whether the move will be good for the 
country, however beneficial it will be for ZANU (PF). The 
elimination of true political debate cannot be replaced by 
discussions within a party. It is also certain that so party 
can have the only policy f<. development in Zimbabwe; any 
more than one party has the only policy for Britain or the 
USA. 

The danger in the one-party system is that alternatives 
which do not conform to the party line are denied 
expression. Socialism may work in Zimbabwe — but then it 
may not. If it fails, will it be rejected by 2 party which is 
founded oa that philosophy? — it seems hardly likely. But 
in 2 multi-party system there is an opportunity for the 
country to take a non-violent, constitutional change of 
political direction. 

With the immense problems facing the country, there is 
an unde. .andable wish to set aside party politics, on the 
basis that they divert the energies of government. which 
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FAILURE OF BUSINESSMEN TO ADAPT TO REGIME REPORTED 


Salisbury THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 2 Oct 81 p 1 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4 YEAR-AND-A-HALF after in- 
dependence /imbanee'y Dusines.- 
men are only now coming to grips 
with the fact that the economic 
environment has changed, says 
Professor Tony Hawkins, the head 
of business studies at the 
University of Zimbabwe. 

Making his inaugural lecture at 
the University, Professoc Hawkins 
said that many businessmen simply 
refused to understand that the 
relationship that existed between 
them and the former governments 
has changed with independence. 

“In the ast” , said Professor 
Hawkins, “state policy was to 
establish a climate within which 
business activity would grow an 
prosper. Little if any attention was 
paid to the basis on which the 
fruits of growth and prosperity 
were shared. In contemporary 
parlance, policy focused on growth 
without development.” 

But the new Government as 
committed to creating a different 
social order It wanted to redistri- 
bute income, wealth and land, and 
ensure equality among ail 
Zimbabweans. he said. 

The problems created by these 
divergent views was complicated in 
Zimbabwe by what Professor 
Hawkins termed the ‘‘historica! 
disrepute™’ of business because of 
its past and present identification 
wth foreign interests, minority 
groups and a tendency, given the 
size of the local market, to 
monopolies and oligopolies. 
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But, he added, the new social 
order did not mean that the private 
sector would eventually be 
eliminated. Rather, based on the 
experiences of many countries in 
both the East and the West, there 
would be a convergence towards a 
more mixed economy. 

The business community must 
now shift its emphasis away from 
the sole objective of profits to one 
of maximising social benefits as 
weil. The profit motive and social 
consciousness were not mutally 
exclusive. 


Local businessmen were now 
reacting badiv °> their naive and 
mistaken assumption that life 
would remain much the same after 
independence. And. like workers 


withdrawing their labour, they 
were withdrawing their 
investments. This reaction was 


very ciangerous and could lead to 
even greater Government interven- 
tion, imciating a vicious circle, 

In order to adapt and take its 
rightful place in the new 
Zimbabwe, businessmen had to 
come to grips with three realities. 


@ They had to understand that 
there has, indeed, been a 
tundamental change in 
Government thinking and eva- 
uate it. 


@ They must accept the necessity 

for change, and avoid cosmetic 
. Measures such as appointing 

black directors or public rela- 

tions and personnel officers. 

@ And they must take a long-term 
view and avoid ad-hoc 
measures, while making their 
organisations more flexible. 
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“In other words”, said Profes- 
sor Hawkins, “‘management is 
required to extend its financial 
cost-benefit analysis to cover a 
broader canvas, so that the return 
——— 


“If the private sector wants to 
survive it must succeed — succeed 
if you like, in demonstrating that 
Zimbabwe would be poorer — 
socially and economically — 
without it,"’ hesaid. — 

Equally, he added, Governmen: 
must apply the same criteria to its 
own public endeavours. 

**The public enterprise that fails 


ZIMBABWE 


to generate a surplus and imposes a 


financial burden on taxpayers is 
unhkely to make a nc contribution 
to community social welfare,’’ he 
said. 

Equity achieved at the expense 
of efficiency and reedom 
would be just as disastrous as 
unbridled free enterprise. The ideal 
that Government and the private 
sector should be aiming for was the 
middie ground — a mixed 
economy. 

Ulumately, he concluded, the 
kind of economy and society 
Zimbabwe has will be a political 
decision. But without greater co- 
operation between Government 
and businessmen. Zimbabwe 
might stumble into a ‘‘no man’s 
land”’ that provides the worst of 
both worlds. 








ACCOZ BOSS WARNS FIRMS 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p l 





[Text] Businessmen must adapt to the new social order or they will not survive, 
says the president of ACCOZ, Mr Abner Botsh. 


He was responding to remarks mace by Professor Tony Hawkins, head of business 
studies at the University of Zimbabwe, at his inaugural lecture last week. 


In the lecture, Professor Hawkins accused elements in the business community of 
failing to adapt to the new social order and still trying to maximise profits with- 
out concern for people's welfare. 


He said Zimbabwe would probably choose a mixed economy of State and private encer-- 
prise, and it was in the nation's and their own interests for businessmen to 
combine productivity with maximising benefit to the community. 


In his response, Mr Botsh said about half the country's businesses were not changing 
their outlook or their methods to suit the new dispensation. 


They were damaging their own long-term interests. 


"If businessmen really had their own and Zimbabwe's interests at heart they would 
set about developing their own concerns and the country. 


"Anyone who thinks that things have not changed is a fool. It is no longer the job 
of businessmen simply to make profits. The whole nation must benefit from our 
activities,'' said the president of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Zimbabwe. 


Responding to Professor Hawkins's allegation that some white businessmen were 
employing black personnel and public relations officers to project a false image 
of progress, Mr Botsh said such employers were deluding themselves. 


"Cosmetic measures are always transparent. Employers who appoint blacks to fool 
people are only fooling themselves. And anyone who takes a cosmetic job is silly-- 
there is no job satisfaction or pride in perpetuating untruths." 


Mr Botsh urged businessmen to adapt and develop Zimbabwe with a fair and progressive 
attitude, 
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Asked if industrial unrest and minimum wage violations were not evidence of a lack 
of adaptation by businessmen, Mr Botsh replied: 


"IT hope the Government does not judge all businessmen by the actions of a few indi- 
viduals. There are always rotten eggs in every basket, but more and more businessmen 
are adapting. I know because I meet them every day. 


"But nothing stays the same always, and businessmen must face up to their new 
responsibilities.” 


Mr Shamiso Mapfunde, a director of the Zimbabwe Businessmen's Cooperative, said he 
agreed wholeheartedly with Professor Hawkins's statements. 


"Besides the total absence of social conscience by many businessmen, there is too 
much foreign control of the economy. Businessmen must start taking Zimbabwe--and 
not only their balance sheets--seriously," Mr Mapfunde said. 


"Professor Hawkins is dead right. It's time businessmen started supporting the 
Government's development policies, and not simply moping in the corner." 


The Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries and the Zimbabwe Institute of Management 
declined to comment. 
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MORE THAN 15,000 SQUATTERS CLAIM LAND 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 p 11 


[Article by Susan Clayton] 


[Text ] 


MORE than 15000 
squatters at the Ep- 
worth Methodist mis- 
sion, likm from 
Salisbury, are adamant 
about their claim to 
live on the land. They 
say they have paid 
cash to people for 
stands on mission 
land. 


But mission authorities 
accuse the squatters, who 
began arriving early last 
year, of disrupting com- 
munity life. 

The middlemen in- 
volved in the lille selling 
of mission land to the 
Squatters were racketeers, 
said the mission's super- 
intendent, the Rev. Oswald 
R-mushu. 

“These people are being 
exploited. The profiteers 
know how desperate they 
are for homes and use 
nicknames when selling 
land to these people. You 
cannot trace these rack- 
eteers.” 

Mr Ramushu said he 
asked the Government for 
help more than a year 
ago. He was told that the 
Government could not 
intervene because the mis- 
sion was on private land. 

Mr Ramushu said he 
had a meeting with of- 
fictals from several 
ministries last week and 
another would be held. 


Dr Eddison Zvobgo, the 
Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Housing said 
yesterday he was aware 
of the situation at Ep- 
worth 


“The Methodist Church 
should seriously consider 
handing over a large por- 
tion of the farm so we can 
move in and plan the 
place and put up a proper 
township at Epworth,” he 
said. 

“We have two problems 
at Epworth. One is the 
fact that it is private 
property. The Methodist 
Church owns the land, and 
is apparently unable to do 
anything to bring sense 
into the place in terms of 
services, water and 
toilets.” 


OFFICIALS 


Last year the minister 
met ‘church officials and 
Mr Ramushu. 

“I made it quite clear to 
them that the Government 
will not tolerate the situa- 
tion much longer. Either 
the church does something 
to bring order to the 
situation or we wil] have 
to step tn and stop the 
rot.” 

The minister said that 
the chureh did not want to 
“surrender one inch of 

“We cannot use Govern- 
ment funds to put up a 
township on private 
property,” he said. 

e position at Epworth 
was getting worse, Mr 
Ramushu said. In 1979 the 
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mission allowed refugees 
temporary shelter on the 
land. They sold their 
houses to others and the 
racket began. 


One of the dwellers, Mre 
Chimusasa Tapfuma, said 
that a man claiming to be 
a “messenger’ from one 
of the headmen sold her @ 
stand for $10 and came to 
get $8 every year. She be- 
lieved she had the right to 
live on the land as she had 
paid for it. 

Squatter families on the 
3600 ha mission have dif- 
ficulty getting water and 
do not have adequate 
fanitation facilities. 

Many work in Salisbury 
and women grow and sell 
fruit and vegetables on 
the grounds. 

There are also about 
500 to 600 refugees living 
at the mission. 

Some squatters identi- 
fied the land seller by the 
same name. One woman 
who came from Chitung- 


‘wiza -after her husband 


died, said she had paid $40 
for her stand. 

Although she had been 
unaware that she was 
tricked she now wanted to 
stay on the land as she 
had nowhere else to zo. 

Mr Ramushu said that 
about 10 to 20 people ar- 
rived every day. Squatters 
from Zengeza 4 had paid 
$30 to a man calling him- 
self ‘“Carbaretta’. The 
man told them he would 
give them receipts next 
year and they did not 
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question him further in 
case they lost their 
chance. 


Another who moved in 
about two months ago. 
said he had also paid $30 
to “Mr Carharetta”. 

Mr Ramushu said the 
racketeers often said they 
reoresented headmen from 
the four villages at the 
mission. 

The profiteering was 
being done by outsiders 
and some of the legal 
tenants, he said. 

Mr Isaac Chiremba, the 
headman of the largest 
village, Muguta, said he 
had about 600 registered 
tenants and several 
thousand squatters. 
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The mata reasons 
squatters came was that 
they would be near to 
Salisbury where they 
work and rates were 
cheap — only $8 annually. 

Some people rented 
their houses in Salisbury 
and lived at the mission, 
Mr Chiremba said. 

He added that his legal 
tenants were complaining 
that their grazing land 
was being occupied. About 
40ha of gum trees had 
beer cleared by the squat- 
ters and cattle were kil- 
led. 

The mission used to sell 
about 30000 to 40000 
bags of maize a year but 
they could not grow any 
now, he said. 
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One of the big squatter 
settlements is on an 80 ha 
site that was destined to 
be a secondary school for 
the mission. 

Mr Ramushu said that 
one of the squatters had 
wielded an axe when buil- 
ders arrived. Building is 
continuing but squatters 
are living on part of the 
site for the school. 

There are 1000 legal 
tenants at the mission. Mr 
Ramushu commented: 
“The situation with the 
squatters is. chaotic be- 
cause when you get an 
unorganised community it 
lacks discipline, a sense of 
direction and does not 
conform to the rules and 
regulations of the com- 
munity.” 
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THE Commonwealth has been a unique organisation since the 
sun finally set on the British Empire towards the end of the 
50s. 

It ig not a United Nations nor an OAU; neither can it be 
compared with NATO, the Warsaw Pact, the EEC or COMECON. 
It has no hard and fast rules, shackling ite members to — 
defined norms of conduct. 

Hence the informality of its summits, where the leaders, 
meeting quite often without the inhibiting presence of their 
aides, can exchange their views on varied subjects frankly and 
honestly. ' 

The summit in Melbourne, although it spawned a Common- 
wealth declaration on economic relations between rich and poor 
nations, may not be as memorable as the 1979 conference in 
Lusaka, which helped bring about Zimbabwe's 

Yet it did articulate, in its final communique, Africa’s and 
the Third World’s anxiety over Namibia. Mrs Thatcher and M- 
Trudeau will be expected to brief Mr Reagan, whose “game 
plan” on Namibia remaing an enigma to the rest of the world. 

Without the economic clout of Japan, West Germany, 
France and the United States, there was not much to be achieved 
by the Common vealth leaders on the North-South front. 

Since the group represents nearly a third of the world’s 
population, there is no doubt that ite views will carry some 
weight at the Mexico conference. 

Despite its obvious weakmesses, the Commonwealth still 
works. Mr Muldodn mey not remember Melbourne with any 
fondness (for which he has only himself to blame), but the rest 
of tho leaders will be consoling themselves with the thought 
their “club” is still alive and well. : 
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THE acting director of 
the Family Planning As- 
sociation, Dr Tom Chim- 
bira, yesterday rejected 
reports that hig organ- 
isation’s services had been 
seriously disrupted since 
its take-over by the 
Ministry of Health. 

In an interview, Dr 
Chimbira predicted that 
although the FPA's ad- 
ministration had been 
“slightly” affected by the 
resignation: of 18 senior 
white members, “the 
situation will definitely 
return to normal by the 
end of the year’. 

The 37-year-old gy- 
naecologist took over 
from Mr Peter Dodds who 
was dismissed last month 
while serving notice to 
quit the association ip 
protest at the banning of 
the controversial Depo- 
Provera contraceptive 
drug. 

He said although the 
association had adequate 
skilled manpower, it was 
facing an immediate 
shortage of contraceptive 
drugs because the 
previous administration 
had cancelled all orders 
before they left. 

“But the situation will 
soon improve.” 

Dr Chimbira said he had 
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already toured centres in 
Bulawayo and Gweilo and 
he would visit the rest be- 
fore the end of the month 
“to get these centres 
operating smoothly again 
following the  resign- 
ations”. 

The re-organisation ex- 
ercise would be completed 
by the end of the year. As 
soon 46 as)§=6 Government 
policies on child spacing 
had been “thrashed out” 
steps would be taken to 
expand the services of the 
association. 

Supporting the dis- 
missal of Mr Dodds, Dr 
Chimbira said the move 
had provided the Govern- 
ment with an opportunity 
to destroy the racial im- 
balances that had existed 
in the FPA's adminis- 
tration. “We have already 
gone a long way towards 
correcting these im- 
balances. 

“I felt quite strongly in 
favour of the move be- 
cause it was frustrating 
to work with Mr Dodds. 
He was wunco-operative 
with any efforts or sug- 
gestions to improve and 
promote the whole child 
epacing programme.” 

By using Depo-Provera 
the FPA wag acting on 
the past racial belief that 
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African women did not 
count. Other healthier al- 
ternative drugs were 
available. 


Since he took over the 
administration of the 
FPA, the oral con- 
traceptive pill and the 


intra-uterine con- 


traceptive devices, which 
were being used in most 


countries all over the 
world, had been  in- 
troduced. 


“These are commonly 
used in most countries of 
the world except for the 
odd 70 — mostly in the 
Third World — who are 
still using Depo-Provera,” 
Dr Chimbira said. 


He denied claims that a 
large number of women 
were in favour of the con- 
tinued use of’ Depo-Pro- 
vera. “We would be the 
best people to know about 
this — but absolutely no 
one has approached us de- 
manding the continued use 
of the drug.” 

.He described the FPA's 
financial position ag sound 
and said a fund-raising 
drive had been launched to 
secure additional aid. 

“The Americans have 
already indicated that 
they are prepared to help 
us,” he said, — Ziana, 





ZIMBABWE 











STATE PLANS TO HELP NOMADS REPORTED 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Government plans to launch a massive programme to help the 
nomadic Doma people living in the Zambezi and Dande river valleys, 
the Minister of Local Government and Housing, Dr Eddison Zvobgo, 


pledged yesterday. 


The Doma tribe, under 
Chief Chisunga, had long 
been megiected by pre- 
vious regimes, Dr Zvobgo 
said, and although they 
are not concentrated on 
ome area, they were a 
proud wy and did not 
want told what to 
do. 

The development pro- 
gramme would involve the 
provision of education and 
health facilities and 
politicisation so that the 
people could live like 
other Zimbabweans. 


“These people are still 
backward amd live only 


4 hunting and on honey. 


ey do not want to mix 
with a people,“ Dr 
Zvobgo said 

He said ‘tt was the 
Government's duty to 
ensure that the Doma 
people enjoyed social 
facilities im the country 
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like any other tribe. 


“These people are Zim- 
babweans and it is our 
duty to make them know 
that their coumtry is free 
and urge them to use 
educational and health 
— the minister 


The exercise would be 
a joint effort by the 
Ministries of Education, 
Health, Local Government 
and Housing and other 
institutions. A study would 
soon start to find out the 
number of the people and 
their problems. 


Dr Zvobgo said he would 
soon lead a team of Mem- 
bers of Parliament, ex- 

rts and other senior 

vernment officials to 
the area to hold meetings 
with the chief and the 

pease in a bid to per- 
svade them to live nor- 
mal lives, 
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Chief Chisunga had toid 
the Government that his 
people needed to be edu- 
cated and to be aware of 
the changed political 
situation. 

ZANU (PF) Members 
of Parliament for Mash- 
onaland Central, led by 
Senator Freddie Moyo, 
this week called on the 
Government to launch a 
giant education pro- 

e for people living 
in the Zambezi Vailey. 

Senator Moyo singled 
out people in the area 
between Mana Pools and 
Kanyemba, whom he said 
were still not aware that 
there was a black majo- 
rity government in the 
country. 

He said efforts shouid 
be made to use former 
freedom fighters of Doma 
origin to help combat 
backwardness in the area. 
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Zambia and Britain have repia- 
ced South Africa this year as 
the source of most of the immi- 
graats to Zimbabwe. 

Last year, a total of | 841 
immigrants from South Africa 
arrived in Zimbabwe. The Bri- 
tish formed the second largest 
immigrant group with 1 779 


people, and Zambia came a 


poor third with 849. 

But during the six months of 
1981 there was a marked 
change in immigration pat- 
terns. 

South Africa dropped to 
third place and Zambia is now 
the chief source of immigrants 
to this country with 1! 300 
people — nearly double the 


lwure for the same period lasi- 


vear —- Making thew way to 

Jimbabwe. ; 
British immigrants were also 

arrivinw at record pace, und 


| 188 people — an increase ot 
68% ianded in Zimbabwe be. 
tween January and June. 

South African immugranis to 
Zimbabwe dropped 30% to 691 
during the’ six months in 
question. 

In all, there was a grand total 
of 4325 immigrants to Zim- 
babwe between January and 
June. Of the total, the 
majority, 2556, came from 
African countries, followed by 
Europe | 401, North America 
170, Asia 130 and Oceania 68. 

Although South African 
immigration to Zimbabwe 
dropped substantially the Re- 
public was by far the most 
popular destination for 
emigrants from Zimbaowe. Of 
a grand total of. 10930 
emigrants between January and 
June this year, two thirds 
(7 262) went to South Africa. 
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JOURNALIST SAYS ‘MEDIA MUST REFLECT NATIONAL PRIORITIES’ 
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[Text ] 


THIRD WORLD media 
must aim for “pro- 
fessionalism with cor- 
rect orientation”, Zim- 
babwean acadeinie and 
journalist, Mr Chen 
Chimutengwende, ur 
ged yesterday. 


He said the question of 
BR correct orieo tation 
towards the needs of the 
nation was paramount 
within the sew § inter- 
Bational tmformation 
order. 


“The Herald needs a lot 
of changes mainly in the 
orientation of its news 
dissemination,” he said. 


He claimed the local 
Press did not carry 
enough development news 
and said he did not see 
many articles aimed at 


mobilising the masses for 
the reconstruction of the 
country. 


“It has changed, but 
many more changes are 
needed,”” he said. 


Mr Chimutengwende, 
acting director of the 
Nairobi University School 
of Journalism, spoke out 
oD many issues concernin 
the development of Thi 
World media, freedom of 
the Press, objectivity of 
journalists and the need 
for re-orientation. 

In a wide-ranging inter- 
view, he condemned the 
control of al) news dis- 
semination by the major 
Western agencies — AFP, 


CONDEMNED 
AP, UPI and Reuters. 


He encouraged the for- 
mation and loca) control 
of locally-based media in- 
frastructure in alj Third 
World 


countries and 


praised the setting up of 
the Mass Media in 
this country. 


Mr Sag oe 
left Zimbabwe ip 1965 at 
were 
politically’. 


He worked as a repor- 
ter in 7. and has 


since a varied 
academi: and journalistic 
career in 

Africa. 


His first book — The 
Press and Politics for Lib- 
eration in South Africa — 
was published in 1978. 


A. the moment he is 
working on his second 
publication, The Role of 
Mass Communication in 
International Relations, 


which he hopes to com- 
plete by mid-1982, 

“The aim of my writing 
is to contribute effectively 
to the consciousness of 
the people for the socialist 
transformation of society 


at both the local and 
internationa] level,” he 
said 


Mr Chimutengwende is 
alse a daily correspondent 
for Interpress, a radical 
Third World news agency 
based in Rome. 


RADICAL 


So-called freedom ef the 
Press, he ed, was an 
“unaffordable luxury” in 
any developing country. 
“It is not possible because 
developing nations are in 
a hurry to build, develop, 
make progress and 
mobilise the masses for 
national goals. 

“There should be debate, 
but pot destructive de- 
bate,” he said. 
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EDITOR ON FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
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[Text ] 


THERF ite nothing more 
lethal to a government 
than a news con- 
tiuuvusly singing ite 
raises and telling the 
eadcra they are the 
greatest, the editor of the 
Herald, Mr Farayi Mun- 
yuki, told the Common- 
wealth Preés Union here, 
reports Gareth Willard, . 


While the Press in 2im- 
babwe operated in a dif- 
ferent environment from 
that in Can2zda or Britain 
the goal was the same: 
Journalism should be 
about telling the truth, 
dealing with facts how- 
ever painful they may be 
either to ‘the readers or 
to those about whom they 
are being written. 


Speaking at a meeting 
of the U on Monday, 
Mr Munyuki said Zim- 
babwe was fortunate that 
her leaders had epcour- 
aged “oven government” 
with the Prime Minister 
speaking candidly about 
some of his Government 
and party colleagues. 


“He had proceeded to 
tell the nation why he 
was sacking them or de- 
moting them from their 
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posts. Thus in @ nutshell, , 
we try to. tell the people - 


what is being hidden from 
them.” .. 

In Zimbabwe the Presse 
had a role of honestly 
and courageously helping 
the Goverument identify 
those ro that 
would benefit, the ‘masses 
fully and to criticise 
those whieh did not meet 
the objective, 


“Some of our journal- 
ists, because of the his- 
tory of our country, have 
an inherent and, some 


trodden and the _  dis- 
advantaged, 

“Without exception 
ee good journalist = 
w “~~ ( 
sometimes emot-onally) 
about the plight of the 
poor man who has been 
ill-treated by the author- 
ities.” 

Mr M said his 
te who 
saw themselves as cru- 
saders, fighting for the 
rights of the poor and 
the weak, and the others 
who fought hard for no 


Tt me 
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m obsession that it 
polours their thinking and 
writing, stripping it of 
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NEW PASSPORT, CITIZENSHIP CENTER TO OPEN 
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[Excerpt] 





PROCESSING of passport 
and citizenship applica- 
tions will he decentralised 
from next month, the 
Registrar-General, Mr 
James Chigwedere, said 
yesterday. 

He said in an interview 
that registration offices 
would be set up next 
month in Fort Victoria, 
Umtali and Gwelo. 


Besides dealing with 
rt and citizenship 
applications, the offices 
would handle registration 
of births, deaths, marri- 
ages and voters. 
Treasury approval, he 
said, had been asked to 
set up offices in Gwanda, 
Marandellag and Sinoia 
next year. 


4700/115 E 


Mr Chigwedere said the 
decentralisation of regis- 
tration would ease the 
burden on his Salisbury 
and Bulawayo staff, and 
would make life easier for 
rural people. 

“It shouldn’t cost people 
a lot of money in travel 
to get a passport or 

ister a birth,” he said. 
. offices will make 
people's lives much 
easier.” 


Mr Chigwedere said the 


national registration exer- | 
cise was going as well 
as could be expected, Two — 


mobile teamg were regie- 
tering people in the coun- 
try in specially equipped 


caravans. 


With previous registra- | 


tion taken into actount 


about 1,5 million people 
had registered. A 


been 


pop 
lation was under the : 
istration age of 16, and it 
was dificult to keep up 
with them. 

At the t rate, he 
said, it would take 10 or 
11 years to «complete 
national , 

“The problem is funds,” 
he said. “If we could get 
more money and staff we 
could finish registration 
much faster. But with 
our present resources it 
takes time.” 

Zimbabwean parents 
who had children outside 
the ‘country were taking 
advantage of the offer to 
make the children citizens 
of Zimbabwe. 





MINISTERS TO VISIT MALAWI FARMS 
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[Text ] 
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TWO ministers leave for 
Malawi today on a two- 
day study tour of jeint 
small-scale farming en- 
terprises and rura) growth 
centres in the hope of 
learning valuabie lessons 
for Zimbabwe's develop- 
ment programme. 


The trip, by Dr Sydney 


Sekeramayi, Minister of 
Lands, Resettlement and 
Rural Development, and 
Senator Denis Norman, 
Minister of Agriculture, 
has been organised jointly 
by the Ma‘awi high com- 


mission and Tabex, the. 


tobacco concern. 

Dr Sekeramayi and Sen- 
ator Norman wil) start 
their tour with a visit to 
the Macpherson’ estate 
north of Lilongwe. 
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scheme has been in opera- 
tion since 1928, and is the 
model for oe big 
protect now ting under- 
way near Meont Darwin. 

On ithe 
farmers each have a 6ix- 
acre plot, on which they 
grow tobacco, maize and 
other "> The land is 


and the farmers sell] their 
burley crop to the com- 
pany at the end of the 
seacnn. 

“It's a highly success- 
ful enterprise, extremely 
profitable to the farmers,” 
said Tahex apokeemen Mr 
Boh Skonkin yesterday. 
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scheme 284. 


After tovrine Macpher- 
son, the ministerial party 
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INFLATION UP AS ECONOMY EXPANDS 
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CSO: 


ZIMBABWE'S rate of in- 
fation is st its most 
serious level in 30 years, 
bat 1981 will be another 
year of sbove-average 
growth and expansion, 
according to the Iliatest 
Standard B8ak economic 
bulletin. 

In ite most recemt eco- 
nomic survey the bank 
says that Gros. Domestic 
Product will not grow 
more than 8 perceat in 
1981, mainly due to os 
doubling of inflation to 
around 16 percent. 

The report says that by 
August this year the in- 
flation rate had _ risen 
from 6.6 percent a year 
Sgo to nearly 19 percent. 
It estimated that mfis- 


percent, and 
annual rate of about 16 
percent. 

The bank ssys 1961 


will be another year of 
above-average growth and 
expansion with the pri- 
mary impetus coming 
from the agricultural sec- 
tor with the value of out- 
put rising by an aatici- 
pated 40 percent. 

The growth rate of 
a. however, 
is xpected to deciine 
from last year’s 15 per- 
cent to around 12 percest. 


The estimated 37 per- 
cent rise in Government 
expenditure, coupled with 
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is likely soon, the 
bulletin says. 
Last year’s trade sur- 
plus of some $70 miilion 
is likely to turn into a 
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Should comfortably out- 
weigh the necessary 
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MINISTERS COOL DOWN LAND ROW 
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[Text ] 
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TWO ministers yesterday flew to Fort Victoria 
to mediate in a land dispute that threatened to 
spark indiscrimimate land-grabbing around the 


Great Zimbabwe area. 

Before the arrival of the 
Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Housing. Dr 
Eddison Zvobgo, amd the 
Deputy Minister of Lands, 
Resettlement and Rural 
Development, Mr Moven 
Mahachi. emotions ran 
high among the 240 Ne- 
manwa and Duma families 
from Chiefs Charumbira 
and Mugabe. some of 
whom had already staked 
claims on Mzero farms 
one and two near Mor- 
genster Mission. 

The two farms were re- 
cently handed over to the 
Government for resettie- 
ment purposes by the 


Dutch Reformed Church 


Morgenster missionaries, 
but both clans claim an- 
cestral rights to the 
rtand. 

Telling the feuding 
families that had assem- 
bled a few kilometres 
from Great Zimbabwe, 
that the Government was 
“tribally blind” when tt 
came to resettling people. 
Mr Mahachi disclosed that 
the resettlement exercise 
would begin today. 
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land or had very iittle 
and unproductive land. 
“Our pian is to 
every deserving family 12 
acres for them to grow 
enough crops to sell for 
proat,” he said “You are 
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re- 
settled could be arrested. 
“We do not want ‘ma-« 


- anyone because it is a 


people’s government,” he 
said “You must be co 
operative otherwise the 
Government will be forced 
to act.”—Ziana 
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RIO TINTO BUILDS MINE TOWNSHIP 
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A # million township is 
being built by Rio Tinto 
Mining (Zimbabwe) Ltd 
at its new Renco gold 
mine in the Lowveld, 
which should be in opera- 
tion mext year. 


The housing scheme 
consiste of 620 two-bed- 
roomed fully - serviced 
semi-detached quarters 
for unskilled and semi- 
skilled workers, $6 for 
intermediate grade 
workers, such a6 gang 
leaders, and 26 married 
and 10 single quarters for 
skilled and professional 
employees. 


The company has also 
built a clinic at Renco at 
a cost of $65 000, headed 
by s qualified nursing 
sister, and provision has 
been made to take serious 
cases to Chiredzi or Fort 
Victoria hospital. 


“The clinic could be ex- 
panded if necessary, and 
while ite main purpose is 
to serve employees, many 
— = come from neigh- 

uring vill It serves 
up to 4 patients a 
month,” said a Sociuemen. 


In addition three pri- 
mary schools are being 
built by the mining com- 
pany, one for children of 
mine employees, another 
for the children of local 


inhabitants, and the third 
_ for resettled fami- 


Recreational facilities 
are considered an import- 
ant aspect of mine life as 
the nearest entertainment 
is 100 kms away at Tri- 
— said the s man 

further 000 Is 
being spent og a social 
club, a country club with 
golf course and tennis 
courta, a soccer stadium, 
and small taverns which 
the company believes are 
a better concept than «a 
large beer garden. 


In the township s shop- 
ping complex is being 
developed. A supermarket 
is already operating and 
s number of smaller shops 
for rent; will soon be in 
business / va 


The development of 
basic infrastructure has 


company, including the 
provision of electricity, 
telephones and sewerage. 

In conjunctior with the 
Ministry of %o° ds, an all- 
weather gta.el road is 
being built to link up 
with the ‘main Triangic 
rood, at a cost of 
$1 600 000. 

The company spokes- 
man said the ultimate 
aim is te develop s 
modern self - contained 
township for ite mine 
workers. 
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BRUSH FIRE RUINS MAIZE HARVEST 
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a. ft ¥ 

a farm 
the Hartley area at the 
weekend and destroyed al- 
most $40000 worth of 
maize the day before moet 
of it was to have been 
transported to the Grain 
Marketing Board. 

And yesterday Mr Pat- 
rick Gatsi, who is in his 
first year as a crop far- 
mer, stood among his 
charred harvest said: 
“Thies could be my ruina- 
tion.” 

Mr Gatsi described how 
his workers on Sunday 
had battled to prevent the 
vast blaze from reaching 
his land and homestead. 

“I saw the smoke and 
flames about 5km away 
and it was coming in our 
direction fast,”” he said. 

As fierce winds whipped 
and fanned the blaze giant 
flames leapt above trees 
10 m high. 

“About six of us lit a 
fire - break about a 
kilometre from the farm- 
house and help was sent 
to the beer drink for the 
reset of the workers. 


“They all came running 
and about 40 of us were 
trying to beat back the 
flames. But the fire jum- 
ped over a stream and 
several dirt roads until it 
reached the homestead.” 

There were 3000 bags 
cc maize waiting to be 
collected on Monday 
stacked ready for the 
transporters to load them, 





Using hosepipes the 
workers soaked them in a 
bid to save them, but the 
flames swept right 
through the homestead 
with the flames scorching 
the top of a tall tree next 
to the house, which was 
not damaged. 


Mr Gatsi praised his 
workers for ir efforts 
and said worked 


if he would be paid out. 

“The insurance people 
have been here and they 
said they would let me 
know.” 
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EFFORT TO SAVE SHANGANI MINE REPORTED 


Salisbury BUSINESS HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 pl 


[Article by Deric Bardo] 


[Text ] 


SHAREHOLDERS in 


Shangani Mining Cor- 
poration Limited are 


to be asked to ex- 
change their shares 
for shares in Bindura 
Nickel Corporation 
Limited in an effort 
to save Shangani mine. 


Shangani Corporation 
reports that although the 
mine made a smal! opera- 
ting profit of $176900 in 
the year ended June. this 
was turned into a loss of 
$2,2 million bacause of 


$14,8 million shareholders 
fund remaining. 


To save the mine, Anglo 
Americas Corporation and 
Johannesburg Con- 
solidated Investments 
Limited the main share- 
holders and lenders, pro- 

that for $20.8 million 
indura should take over 
Shangani’s underground 
mine and claims for $25,2 
million and negative 
working capital, a liability 
of $4.4 million.” Anglo 
and J CI will take over 
the remaining loan debts 
of Shangani Corporation, 


The $20,8 # million 
purchase price will be 
paid by Bindura issuing 
5,2 million of its shares on 
al for 5 exchange basis 
to Shangan! sharehoiders. 
The remaining $15,6 mil- 
lion debt will be left on 
loan to Bindura to be paid 
off at not less than $1 
million per year, unless 
profits are less, and will 
carry a minimum charge 
of 6 percent a year. 

Shangani shareholders 
must first approve the 
echeme and then Bindura 
shareholders will have to 
agree to increase their 
companies’ share capital. 


EARNINGS 


If Shangani share- 
holders reject the scheme 
the company may be 
liquidated. But in recom- 
mending acceptance of the 
Scheme both boards say it 
should cause Bindura’s 
future earnings per share 
to exceed the amount that 
otherwise would result. 

COMMENT: Support 
should come from. the 
small Shangani  share- 
holders, for they have 
nothing to lose and —_ 
thing to gain from back- 
ing the scheme. But does 
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the same apply to existing 
Bindura shareholders? 

Bindura’s earnings 
would be leted if 
Shangani closed down — 
both directly from the in- 
come it gets through the 
existing agreement to 
refine Shangani’s pro- 
duction, and indirectly by 
having to bear the 
fixed costs on its smelter 
and refinery. 

If Shangani mine !s al- 
lowed to continue in the 
Bindura Group then 
future, annual operating 
results should be far 
better than the $176 000 
earned to June. Those 
earnings came from the 
closed since December 
open cast works, which in 

1980/81 year had a 


low grade of ore. 

The sew 

mine started p tion 
d but only 


uring the year 
reached the planned level 
of 60000 tonnes a month 
in July, a month into the 
current financial year. 
The big worry therefore 
does not seem to be the 
mine and its production 
but interest charges and 
ore selling prices. 
Nickel prices are at @ 
low level at present and if 
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this continues and 
reconstructed group may 
find it difficult to reduce 


borrowings and interest 
costs. 


In the financial year 
ended June 1981 interest 
charges cost Shangani 
$2.4 million (at y's 
rates the same loans 
would cost $3,3 million). 


Under the scheme the 
loan debt would be $15.6 
million at 6 per cent and 
working capital borrow- 
logs taken over of $14 
million at prime overdraft 
and acceptance rates (13 
and 11,75 percent respec- 
tively). The interest cost 
on all of this would come 
to $2,7 million which is 
$0.3 million more than the 
1981 charge on Shangani. 


In fact the intetest 
charge could rise further 
because Bindura would be 
responsible under . the 
scheme for finding the 
$4.5 million needed to 
complete the underground 
mine (mainly the vertical 
shaft system). 


BENEFIT 

One berefit that should 
pass Bindura’s way after 
the scheme is the tax be- 
nefit om the plant taken 
over. So the enlarged Bin- 
dura group must look to 
better mine operating pro- 
fits from Shangani to 
make the deal pay; there 
will be no savings in 
interest charges. 


Finally, with Anglo 
favouring the reconstruc- 
tion, the small Bindura 
shareholder has no effec- 
tive way of blocking the 
scheme. To issue the 
shares a 75 _ percent 
favourable vote is needed 
and Angio interests own 
more than this. 


However, all things con- 
sidered Anglo and J CI 
are to be commended for 
deciding to keep Shangani 
going. By doing so they 
are showlaog confidence in 
the future of nickel aad 
Bindura. 
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TRANSPORT SNAGS HIT TIMBER MERCHANTS 
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[Text ] 
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TRANSPORT probiems 
between Umrtali and Salis- 
bury are causing short- 
ages for many timber 
merchants in the capital 
who are hard-pressed to 
meet rising consumer de- 
mand. 


Insufficient rail trucks 
and the expenses and 
shortage of road t 
are the major stumbiing 
blocks to a steady flow 
between the two centres. 


‘Border ‘Timbers, the 
country’s biggest com- 
mercial growers of tim- 
ber has @ “— demand 
for structural timber but 
ia finding ite rail truck al- 
location inadequate. This 
is causing a bottie-neck in 
Umtali and 2 shortage in 
Salisbury. 

“We are getting only 
about 15 trucks a week 
and need double this 
amount to meet orders 
and avoid = stock-piling,” 
said a company spkesman. 


81 pl 
to h the Ministry 
of and Commerce, 


with a view to importing 
timber from South Africa. 
Border Timbers, however, 
say they will oppose the 
move as shortages are 
only temporary. 

Salisbury firms 
specialising in timber pro- 
ducts are only just coping 
with demand and some 
are having to work a 
seven-day week. 


Kleko is working flat 
out in its industrial trad- 
ing and joinery sections 
‘but is seriously effected 
by shortages of raw mat- 
erials and hardware. 


Dave Solomon Timbers 
is coping with demand but 
having to make do with 
open orders for timber, 
rather than rely on speci- 
fications. 


Sandwiched between the 
two cities, Robertson 
Building Systems of 
Marandellas has a dif- 
ferent problem. Timber is 
plentiful out they are fin- 
ding !t hard to deliver to 
their customers, 
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BRIEFS 


BISHOP'S SON--The executive president and secretary-general of the recently formed 

Southern African Anti-Apartheid Movement, Mr Philemon Muzorewa, has quit the organi- 

sation following pressure "from certain quarters’. Announcing his resignation from 

the movement he founded, the son of the former prime minister, Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 

said he had been under pressure to abandon SAAM. Mr Muzorewa denied that the 

organisation was a front for the enemies of the liberation struggle in Namibia and 

South Africa. "I have resigned from this pressure group and will back other move- 

ments that support the liberation of the people of Namibia and South Africa," he 

said. SAAM had been established to mobilise support for the suffering people of 

Namibia and South Africa, said Mr Muzorewa. Last week the ministry of foreign | 
affairs denounced the movement and denied a claim by Mr Muzorewa that the Government 
had been consulted before it was formed. A spokesman for the ministry accused him | 
of involving the Government to give credibility to the organisation. [Text] 

[Salisbury THE HERALD in English 7 Oct 81 p 5] 


HOLLAND CRITICIZED--Mr Andre Holland, leader of the Democratic Party, was yesterday 
criticised by the National Front of Zimbabwe and the UANC for saying a one~party 
state might work. Mr Chris Sakala, publicity secretary of the UANC, condemned Mr 
Holland "as one of the worst hypocrites and a turncoat, not only to the white 
community, but to the whole nation of Zimbabwe"'. Mr Holland was ''a declared enemy 
of Zimbabwe, a man who gives democracy with his left hand and takes it away with 
his right". Mr Peter Mandaza, president of the National Front of Zimbabwe, said 
his organisation deplored hypocrisy. "If Mr Holland is honestly talking about his 
wish for a one-party state, he should set an example by dissolving his party and 
rallying his support behind ZANU (PF)." [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 

7 Oct 81 p 5] 





LAND SURVEY--The university of Zimbabwe will soon have a land survey department, the 
Minister of Lands, Resettlement and Rural Development, Dr Sydney Sekeramayi, said 

in the Senate. Responding to questions during the committee stage consideration of 
the Land Survey Amendment Bill the minister said that there was not a land survey 
department at the university at present, but basic subjects in the discipline were 
being taught. He hoped first-year students would begin their studies in the new 
department by 1983. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 7 Oct 81 p 1] 


TOBACCO SALES--A record 6/ 356 109 kg of tobacco wae sold at 183,76c per kg, com- 
pared with 79c last year, by the close of this season's flue-cured tobacco sales on 
Monday. Zimbabwe Tobacco Association's president, Mr Bert Palmer, said the 1981 
season's success marked the country's acceptance into world markets and reflected 
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the industry's stability. "Emphasis is now on the Government to recognise that the 
commercial farmer has his part to play in the future of Zimbabwe," said Mr Palmer. 
The ZTA president said the selling period was quiet, though dominated by the probe 
into the marketing of flue-cured tobacco conducted by international consultants who 
felt the auction system was "sound and healthy". Coal supply had recently given 
cause for concern and any change in the basic pay could "price the industry out of 
the world market", he said. "The second post-sanctions season has done much to 
encourage growers back into the industry," said Mr Palmer. "There has been a 14 
percent increase in grower registration." [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 


7 Oct 81 p 1] 


PAC OFFICIAL--A central committee member of the Pan Africanist Congress says the 
situation in South Africa cannot be resolved peacefully but only through an armed 
struggle. In an interview, Mr Gora Ibrahim, PAC's director of publicity and infor- 
mation, said that from its inception, the organisation took the position that 
"apartheid South Africa could only be liberated through a concerted armed struggle". 
"It is not a question of trying to work out some compromise because there cannot 

be any compromise with racism. We are not an opposition party seeking democratic 
changes. "The PAC firmly believes the struggle must be waged by our own people 
inside the country. It does not believe in merely attacking installations and 
institutions because these are mere manifestations of the oppressive regime. "The 
real pillars of that oppressive state are the police, army and all those who uphold 
the status quo. To destroy apartheid you have to remove them," he said. Asked 
when South Africa would be independent, he said: "The PAC has declared the eighties 
the decade of the Azanian revolution. It will certainly happen in our lifetime." 
[Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 7 Oct 81 p 1] 


CO-OPS ENCOURAGED--The Minister of Agriculture, Senator Denis Norman, says commune] 
farmers should think seriously of forming co-operatives. Officially opening the" 
Msana Show at Bindura on Friday, Senator Norman said: "People should not wait for 
handouts, but try to improve their products using all their resourcefulness." He 
urged farmers to be patient when their requests were not attended to immediately 

as the Government had other commitments. Though disappointed by livestock entries, 
which consisted only of poultry, Senator Norman said he had been impressed by the 
farm produce and hoped that next year there would be cattle and goats. An Agritech 
spokesman said the communal farmers had not held a show for four years. The produce 
had been of high quality and entries in the women's section had been impressive. 
The spokesman said he had urged farmers to produce more and not just enough for 
consumption. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 5] 


FREE LABOR UNIONS--Free, independent and apolitical trade unions are a vital link 
in expressing the thoughts of the labour force, Senator Bob Blunt said during the 
Senate Debate on the report of the Commission of Inquiry into Incomes, Prices and 
Conditions of Service. He said socialism, fascism, and a military dictatorship 
subjugated the individual to the will of the State and allowed a small elite to 
control it. He was not opposed to socialism, however, as it related to a mixed 
economy. ''Some control of the economy by the State is essential and desirable," 
he said. Before the Government implemented the recommendations of the Riddell 
report the economy had to start moving in the right direction, he said. Senator 
Blunt said the greater the tax levied on industry and commerce, the greater would 
be the unemployment figure. The Government had to create confidence. In countries 
where industries were nationalised and production-orientated, the rate and effec- 
tiveness of industry decreased in proportion to the degree of nationalisation. 
[Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 11] 
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COUNCIL REHOUSES FAMILIES--Almost 1400 squatter families have been resettled in 
former township hostels, says the Salisbury City Council's director of community 
services, Mr Bev Taylor. Mr Taylor said that 1391 squatter families from Harare 
and the Kambuzuma/Westwood area had been resettled, according to a council health, 
housing and community services report. Altogether 829 families were resettled at 
Matapi hostels, 167 families at Nenyere hostels, and 400 families in low-cost 
Government accommodation. A further 72 families were awaiting screening before 
they were allotted accommodation. Earlier this year many squatters requested 
permanent residence in the Salisbury area from the city council. The applicants 
were screened before being put on a waiting list for permanent housing. A survey 
found that 47,2 percent of these people had lived in Salisbury longer than 10 
years, 17,4 percent had lived in the city longer than five years, and 51 percent 
of the heads of families, of whom more than half were women, had three to five 
dependants. Their average monthly income was $49,83. The minutes said a number 
of the resettled squatters were subletting their rooms and returning to the rural 
areas. People who did this would have their tenancy cancelled immediately. [Text] 
[Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 p 7] 


NAMIBIA MISSION--A 15-man delegation of the Western contact group is expected to 
hold talks with the Prime Minister, Mr Mugabe, during its tour of the frontline 
states this month, a spokesman for the British High Commission in Salisbury con- 
firmed yesterday. The group would consult the leaders of the frontline states on 
the latest moves to resolve the Namibian independence dispute. "We hope to arrange 
a meeting of the delegation with Mr Mugabe,"’ the spokesman said. Britain is a 
member of the contact group, as are the United States, West Germany, Canada and 
France. The delegation is expected to begin its African tour on Thursday and to 
be in Zimbabwe around October 26. The delegation will be led by the US Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs, Dr Chester Crocker. It will be expected 
to bring proposals for an amended Resolution 435, a ceasefire undertaking and an 
election under United Nations supervision. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in 
English 9 Oct 81 p 1] 





SPORTS ARENA--The Chinese Government is to finance a 60 000-seat sports stadium 

in Salisbury, an embassy official said yesterday. A loan agreement was signed in 
September last year, allocating about $17 million for design and construction. 

The spokesman said that his government would not be providing equipment. A Chinese 
survey team will assess building costs and check the site and design. The feasi- 
bility study should start by the end of this year and should not take more than 
six months. The spokesman could not estimate how long building would take until 
the survey results. The stadium will provide football, track and field event 
facilities. Building materials will be both local and Chinese. Engineers and 
technicians from China will work with a local labour force. After the survey team 
completes its assessment, agreements will be signed. Recently, embassy officials 
were shown five sites in Salisbury suburbs by representatives of the Ministry of 
Youth, Sport and Recreation. The two largest possible sites are in the Warren 
area near Belvedere North. The Ministry of Youth, Sport and Recreation was not 
available for comment yesterday. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 
81 p 1] 


PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM--Zimbabwe needs to establish a parliamentary system more 


representative of the people's aspirations, says the Speaker of the Assembly, Mr 
Didymus Mutasa. Mr Mutasa, interviewed in Washington recently, said the 
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parliamentary system in Zimbabwe was modelled on Britain's Westminster system as 
provided for under the Lancaster House agreement. When the agreement ended, a more 
representative system would be required. Mr Mutasa is leading a six-man parlia- 
mentary delegation on a month-long tour of the United States to study the US 
legislative system. After four days of meeting with congressional leaders in 
Washington last month, the Zimbabweans were most interested in the Congress com- 
mittee system, reports the US information service. Members of the six-man 
delegation include Senator Tsitsi Munyati, MPs Mr Callistus Ndlovu and Mr Joseph 
Kaparadza, the deputy secretary to parliament, Mr John Wesley, and parliamentary 
secretary Mrs Alice Musengezi. Mr Mutasa told Americans that his delegation was 
one of several studying other legislations. Other delegations, he said, had visited 
Sweden, Britain and Cuba. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Oct 81 p 7} 


ARMY DIVERS--The first four black army divers to be trained to military standards 
recently completed their course at the Army Diving School, Kariba. The school was 
formed earlier this year as a joint venture between the Corps of Engineers and 

1 Commando Battalion to fulfil the requirements for scuba divers. The first course 
followed a 10-day selection period in July, attended by 31 members from engineers 
and the commando battalion. After rigorous screening six people were selected. Of 
the six, four qualified as army compressed air divers (Class 3) after eight weeks 
of training. The black army divers, the first in the country to dive to 67m at 
Sinoia Caves, are Captain R.J. Ellison, Lieutenant W. Makoni, Trooper Mutenda and 
Trooper Gumbo. The course at Kariba covered the theoretical side of diving as 
well as practical search dives, night dives and normal training dives, giving the 
trainees a total of 50 hours underwater. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 

9 Oct 81 p 4] 


WORKERS QUIT--Most of the 40 employees of the Red Knight gold mine at Shabani who 
had refused to leave the mine when it was closed down on September 26 were per- 
suaded to leave this week when they were visited for the second time by a labour 
officer. It is understood the mine, owned by Mr J. Louw, was closed because it 
had been running at a loss for three months. The workers had refused to accept a 
week's notice or their pay. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 4] 


FARM LEGISLATION REPORT--The economics and markets branch of the Ministry of 
Agriculture has compiled a report on legislation which affected the sector between 
January and June this year. The report notes standards of quality required by 
various marketing agencies and prices of controlled products. Farmers' licences, 
levies and service charges are also covered, as are regulations relating to the 
registration of specific crops and livestock. Information on prices of major agri- 
cultural commodities in neighbouring and overseas countries is also provided. 

"The overall purpose," says the report, "is to provide a body of information for 
use by the agricultural worker in areas of the industry where clear controls 
exist."' [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 3] 


ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT--The Government of Finland is ready to enter into a joint 
venture with Zimbabwe in the country's rural electrification programme, Finland's 
trade commissioner in Salisbury, Mr Matti Hyvarinen, said yesterday. To help 
Zimbabwe in the implementation of the project, Finland would first electrify a 
"pilot village" to be selected by the Zimbabwean Government, he said. Discussions 
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between the two countries are already underway. Mr Hyvarinen told Ziana in an 
interview: "My country will supply all material, equipment, technicians and 
labour and will pay for other costs on this village." He estimated the pilot 
project would cost $150,000. He said once the two governments had agreed on the 
project his country would give Zimbabwe "attractive" credit terms and soft loans. 
[Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 3] 


MILITARY MISSION TO GREECE--The Greek Charge d'Affaires to Zimbabwe, Mr Yannis 
Azarias, wished success yesterday to five Zimbabweans who will undergo training at 
Greek military academies. At a reception last night he said: "The peoples of 
Zimbabwe and Greece have had a long and happy relationship as witnessed by the 
large and successful Greek community in Zimbabwe. "The young Zimbabwean officers 
who will be trained in the Greek military academies are but an indication of this 
new dimension of our friendship.'' Captain E. Ndlovu and Warrant Officer C. 
Georgants will study military medicine while two aircraftmen, Mr Simbarashe Muringa 
and Mr Richard Chiura, will be trained as technicians. A fifth member of the group 
will be trained as a pilot. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 9 Oct 81 p 1] 
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